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Conservationists look to Con gress

for help in preserving areas

A Conservationist’s View of RARE Il and Heppner Unit Roadless Areas

Rare 11 (Roadless Area
Review and Evaluation), the
Forest Service’s on-going dec-
ision making process which
began in the summer of 1977 is
now coming to an end with
recommendations from state
and federal agencies: gover-
nors of states involved; and
various environmental organi-
zations. now being submitted
to Congress who makes the
final decision,

Past Oregon Governor Bob
Straub had his sighls set on a
recommendation of over
700,000 acres in the State of
Oregon. Even though this was
far less than what environ-
mentalists considered fair, it
has come to be a far greater
recommendation than the
380,000 acres recommended

¥by the Forest Service and

many times more generous
than the 61.000 acres recom-
mended by the wood products
industry and Governor Victor
Atiyeh in February 1979.

Conservationists are hot and
angry about these latter
recommendations. Rare [II
has been a grass-rools conser-
valion effort from the begin-
ning. The job of roadless area
inventory was to be done by
the Forest Service, but instead
it took dedicated conservat-
ionisis to accomplish the job
which the Forest Service
began under direction of Asst.
Secrefary  of  Agriculture
Ruper!l Cutler, The Rare [I
decision is now in the hands of
the 9ith Congress, which will
begin the job of trying to
analyze the greatest public
effort ever made in the name
of conservalion in the history
of this country. Because of the
enormous amount of data to
evaluate and continued rec-
ommendations from conser-
vationists, Congress will make
few sudden, quick releases of
land from the areas inventor-
ied.

Following is an overview of
roadless areas and their
potentials that lie within the
Heppner unit of the Umatilla
National Forest.

Wapiti is the Shoshone
Indian name for our American
elk and the Wapiti wilderness
is just exactly what it means;
“A wilderness for the elk.™

Of six sub-species of elk
which were native to North
America only four remain
today. The two species which
are extinct are the Merriam's
Elk and Eastern EIk, natives
of the plaing states and
Appalachain Mounlains area,
Why are they extinct today?
Being constantly in conflict
with man's conquest of their
habitat they soon became a
bygone resource, caused by
both hunting and habital loss.

Todays populations of elk
which are indigenous (native)
species exists only in areas of
habitat which have nol been
lost to human habitation and
development. The most popu-
lous of these species by far is
the Rocky Moutain elk found
in the Blue Mountains.

The Wapiti Wilderness is a
complex of six small roadless
islands of land totally sur-
rounded by over a thousand
miles of road and land being
intensively managed for tim-
ber and livestock grazing. A
population of about 4,000 elk
use the roadless complex for
summer and winter habitat.
Being isolated individual
areas, elk use habital outside
the roadless areas as they
move [rom winter to summer
range and as they use their
habitat on a daily basis. The
real value of these roadless
areas for the elk comes during
times of stress; hunting,
winter, and during the sum-
mer and fall calving and
breeding periods.

Natural habits of the elk
make them extremely depen-
dent on these last threads of
habitat strategically located
in a 220 square mile area
known as the Heppner Plan-
ning .Unit. Two Ranger Dist-
ricts of the Umatilla National
Forest are involved in the

Planning Unit; the entire
Heppner Ranger District and
that portion of the Ukiah

District lying west of US,
Highway 395.

e wilderness complex lies
predominately in the Heppner
District with two areas on the
border of the Ukiah Districl
What is very unique about this
compley is that three of the six
areas—Hells Hall Acre, Texas
Butte and Kelly Prairie—com-
prise most of the lands used as
summer range and three
areas—Potamus.  Skookum
and Bologna Basin are land
used as winter range. Whal
happens is the elk use about
half of the proposed wilder-
ness complex for six o seven
months in the summer and the
other half for about five
months during the winler
Summer range then would be
expressed as the Summer-Fall
Range and the winler range as
the Winler-Spring range, to be
more accurate,

Secondly unique is the facl
that summer and winter range
areas in the complex lie North
and South of each other with a
relatively short distance sep-
araling summer and winter
habitat.

Thirdly unique is that only
48.992 acres, 76 square miles is
involved and is used by about
3.000 of the 4,000 elk which
inhabit the area.

This area includes 17 land-
types: ranges from 2,800 ft. to
nearly 6000 ft. and includes
plant communities ranging
from open bunch grass
through juniper and sage lo
Ponderosa Pine and on up to
climax fir, spruce and lodge-
pole Pine. The latter group
dominates much of three
roadless areas: Hells Half
Acre, Kelly Prairie and Texas
Butte.

Fourthly unique is that
there is mothing in the way of
management which will im-
prove these areas for the elk:
the herds are making maxi-
mum use of the areas. The
preferred habilal demanded
by elk not found anywhere else
in unit. 1. elevation, 2. timber
types, 3. soils. 4. tempera-
tures, 5. Overall plant com-
munity type (ecosystems), 6

Most  important  solitude,
hiding cover, escapement
from human harrassment

These areas are all that
remain for the elk: it's up to
you to do something about the
problem !

Fifthly unique is that the
main drainages of the unit all
head within or flow through
the wilderness complex and
that the remaining wild ana-
dromous fish (steelhead) hab-
itat is dependent on these
areas.

Sixth and most unique is
that because of natural habi-
tat diversity all wildlife
species found in the Heppner
Planning Unit are found here
and tha! lhe oldgrowth forest
which remains supports popu-
lations of species which are
dependent on this plant com-
munity type or are dominately
found within only the wilder
ness complex!

This wilderness complex is
readily accessible to all
people, young and old and has
values which if lost by other
forest uses will be lost forever
and will cause many impacis
on the local communities
which will greatly change
peoples lives,

To make more clear why
this area should be wilder-
ness, this data from the
Heppner Land Use Plan and
that whieh I have put together
and collected from experience
fon the ground knowledge!
and help from other conser-
vationists; many of them
professional resource people
in the fields of wildlife and
timber management; will
help explain why wilderness
management is important!

Before a land use plan can
be implemented or even put
together the land use planner
must know the different kinds
and potentials of the resources

which are being managed
This data has been compiled
by identiftving the differem
landtypes which exisl in the
unit.

As described by the Forest
Service in the Heppoer Land
Use Plan, “A landtype is a
unit of land identified on the
basis of simalarities in condi-
tions of wvegelalion lype,
landlorms. soil, slope (and its
aspect) and geology. A land
tyvpe is thus a relatively (bul
not pure! homogeneous land
area with similar capabilities
and responses [o management
aclivities,

The wvarious resources are
referred *n as being commaod
ity or ammenity. A commod
iy resource is something
which has a value, this 15 a
dollar value: example, tim
ber. minerals, forage (grass)
elc. An ammenity resource s
one of which no sel value can
be placed on such wildlife for
viewing. seenic  or historic
values and many other re
sources contributing lo. rec
realion and scientific values of
which: there is no set value
placed upon. Many of these
values or resources are im
portant for the experiences
which they provide the public!

There are 25 landtypes in
this unit of 271.155 acres 1424
sguare miles). The average
timber proquetivity for the
entire unitis 37.7 cubic feet, or
(190) board feet per acre per
year. Sixleen land tvpes are
not ecapable of producing 50
cubic feel and total 210.660
acres and 77 per cenl of the
unit. Nine landtypes produce
greater than 50 cubic feel per
acre per year, and lolal 60,450
acres and 23 per cenl of the
unit,

The average produetivily of
those landtypes below 50 cubic
feel is 22.2 cubic feet and they
rangeé from 1.4 to 48.5 cubic
feet. Those landtypes which
produce over 50 cubic feet
average 65.2 cubic feet (1327)
board feet and range from 53.6
to 90 cubic feet

Forest land
natives
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iy lands which are not suited
for timber production, consid
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By Bervl Stillman
State Project Manager
Elk Foundation Assn
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located in the Swale Creek area ol the Texas Bulle roadless
area. Other wildlite species conservatiomsts fear losing 1l all

roadless areuas are logged include
bear, Pine Marten. trophy buck Mule dee
Pileated woodpegcker

Praurie faleon

cougar. hohca

turkey, Golden and Bald cagle and steethy
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