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Oregon Cattlemen’s chief blasts threatened beef import hike by Carter

""During the first quarter of  what is significant concerning  average about two and a half “What the general public the years 1974-77 lost between 1979, the caltle inventory was  “earlier this week, Alfred run for both the consumers
979 the beel price index beef prices, which seemsto be  times more than the consumer should understand is (hal §50-100 dollars per beef ani 110 million, a reduction of 22  Kahn. President Carter's in- and the cattle industry. F or
10wed a little over 6 per cent the main topic of conversation is now paying.”" These re- cattle and retail beef prices mal. Thus, the signals were million head of beef animals flation fighter, said that ‘an one thing, the amount of

crease in a survey of by consumers, legislators,and marks were made by Donald have risen for one simple clear to our industry—an over  Thus, the situation now is increase in beef imports is available beefl in foreign

ricultural economists from the media, is that if beef Ostensoe, Executive Vice reason. Beef supplies are now supply situation. The hasic ane where we are approxi- worth considering.” Our indus- counltries is very small—too
ound the country. It appears prices had kepl pace with the  President of the Oregon Cat-  down because producers lost  cow herd must be reduced. In mately 12 per cenl below try takes exception with such small to make any important
here could be a 3-5 per cent cost of all goods and services,  (lemens Association, speaking  money heavily during the pas! 1973 the total cattle inventory consumer demand for our comments, because this type difference in our national food
irther increase for the re- plus inflation, since 1970, the  at a luncheon meeting of the  four years. The majority of  in the United Stales was 132 product.” of action would result in more picture Increasing  beef
wainder of 1979, However, cost of beef loday would Portland Rotary Club, producers and feeders during million head. As of January, Ostensoe continued, harm than good over the long imports at this time, to lower
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Thus, if the administration
opens our borders fto an
excessive amount of beel
imports, they are definitely
sending cattlemen a discour
aging price signal, and the
government would simply
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additiona! period of low beef
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only be devastating
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