AT MR WY R YT TeNEs .

TWELVE—The Gazette-Times, Heppner, Oregon, Thursday March 15, 1979

From Burns to Salem, Sen. Bob Smith leaves his mark

Some observers of the scene
in Salem are only half Kidding
when they claim Robert F,
Smith is the best lawyer on
Senate Judiciary Commitlee.

The remark is intended
more as praise of the Republi-

Bab Smith spent every avail-
able minute on the ranch and
before he was a teenager got
to join other ranchers for the

salem

annual cooperative roundup of
¢alves born on the open range.
Rising before daylight, the
only kid in the bunch brought

Scene

in the hobbled horses and was
responsible for firewood and
waler. Heading out at day-
break, he shared lunchless
days in the saddle and
returned at sunset with the
other ranch hands to hastily
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After an early youth as

satisfying as any boy copld

imagine, tragedy struck twice
while Bob Smith was a
frehman at Willamette Uni-
versity. Heart attack claimed
his father and six months later
his mother died in a traffic

A widowed Irish immigrant,
Margaret Bamberry, had
been helping out al the Smith
home in Burns for several
yvears and she stayed on—
encouraging voung Bob Lo
continue his education and
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chance to babysit his off-
Spring.

Smith didn’t marry until he
was 25 (his bride, Kay, 29) and
Mrs. Bamberry gol to sit two
of the three Smith children
before she died at age 89.

Well along with his legisla-
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rancher had operated a con-
struction business, lire shop
and gasoline wholesale enter-
prise. The ranch grew to 12,000
deeded acres and grazes 1,700
head of cattle. Along the way

\ e

vowing to remain until he was
happily married and she had a
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eat and collapse in bedrolls on

can Minority Leader's com-
the ground.

mon sense, then a slur on
other members of that panel,
Nonetheless, he is the only one
without formal legal training

During legislative sessions.

Judiciary studies bills with Effective

legal implications. Conse- 979

quently, that committee over-
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ways are lawyers

tive areer, the lawmaker-

By Jack Zimmerman aceident,

How did GOP Smith from
tiny Burns (Pop. 3,600) earn
the reputation that led to such
an appointment in a heavily
dominated Democerat Senate?
An immediate answer would
singularly
service for six
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he o cite his
wistanding
sessions  in  the
Representatives

successive
House of
Among the voungest ever (at
) to serve when elected in
1860, Smith became both
Majority Leader and Speaker
Pro Tem in 1965 and '67
sessions and Speaker twice in
69 and 71

But his elevation to the
Senate in 1972 coincided with '
decisive Democrat takeovers o . g'ﬂ &

in both chambers. And it takes
more than a track record in
the House of Representatives
for a freshman to
gain recognition and respecl
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Largely as a diversion from
meeting the health needs of
his widespread patients, the
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