BMCC slates activities
for Feb. 26 eclipse of sun

A total solar eclipse will
occur over the Pendleton area
the morning of Feb. 26, and
Blue Mountain Community
College is planning special
activities before and during
the event

The eclipse may be seen the
morning of Feb. 26 in the
southern skies. Atabout 7 a.m.
the eclipse will begin and will

“In most people’s lifetimes,
they are lucky to see just one
total solar eclipse,” according
o Ellsworth Maver. former
aslronomy  instructor and
BMCC dean of academic
planning and research

“The Astronomical World
and Eclipses’” will be explored
in a special evening class to be
offered at BMCC prior to the
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four-class series with the final
class being the actual viewing
of the eclipse. Two evening
sessions are planned which
will cover topics such as: a
general introduction to astron
omy, an over-view of the solar
system, how eclipses occu
and the geometry of eclipses
Then, on Sunday, Feb, 25,
the day before the eclipse,

planned activities. Al present,
Lane and Clackamas Com-
munity Colleges have inquired

about sending teams lo
BMCC,
Additional inguiries have

come o the college [rom
Cvprus College in California
Individuals from Nevada
North Caroling and California

also plan to travel lo Pendle

campus the morning of Feb
26, Class participants may
attend the entire four-class
sequence for one hour of
college credit at a cost of §9

The class is also open on an
informational basis to people
who cannot attend all events
There is no cost for dropping
in on a session

Maver warns, ‘‘Viewers of

Lan the eclipse musl he careful to

Finally, the class will view nol do much with the naked
the eclipse from the BMCC  eye”

His warning i
national Astronomical League

eclipse in February
Mayer and Alan Insko.
physics instructor, plan a

groups from oul of the area
who have come to view the
eclipse will be presenting their

reach totality at B:17 am.
Totality will last about two

inutes.
minu o-l']lm'ﬂ_“]_‘. the

which states, “Staring at the
sun with unprotected eves
during the partial stages of the
l'i'llpm' can cause blindness or
severe retinal damage, ™
Safety precautions  are
being taken by the college (o
help eclipse viewers protecl
their eves. A Questar tele
scope with a solar filter will be
Viewers may
solar

set up so that
view sunspots and
™ i'[rhw

corona during the

Indirect viewing of the eclipse
will be ace
projections
show the eclipse on a screen

omplished using
devices that will
For more information on the
eclipse class or viewing plans
contact the Evening Division
at Blue Mounta
College, P.0O). Box
ton. Oregon 497801 or eall
276-1260, ext. 205, Maver and

i Community
100, Pendle

Insko are also available at the

college L0 answer questions
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