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ments on approaches decision
makers should consider in
allocating the totdl roadless
area invenlory, criteria to use
in developing a proposed
course of aclion and reasons
why specilic roadless areas
‘.f'\l’?lll"i I"' ’.\‘.ll'}l':'fii‘:" non
wilderness or subject to furth-
er planning. The period lor
submitting comments ended
Oet. 1

McGuire said the 264,083
|mHir comments received on
the draft was the largest
public response the agency
has ever rtecelved on  the
enviromental statement, The
Forest Service estahlished a
temporary center at Salt Lake
City. Utah, where each com
men! was read and and
included in the analysis of
public response. MeGuire said
the comments came from
nearly 360,000 individuals, and
included letters, reports, res
olutions, petitions. form  let
ters  and  response  forms
Comments were received
irom every stile with the
iargest number coming from
Oregon, Idaho and California
in that order

MeGuire said the publit
may view a digplay of the
public comment and analysis
al Forest Service .':v.-.-'::gn.‘::'-‘-
ersin Washington, D.C_and in
regional and fores! offices
throughout the country begin
ning next week, The display
on  microfilin consisls  of
tables which  show break
downs of responses by states

and tvpes of responses in the

categories of approaches
decision eriteria  and  site
prelerences MeGuire  said

every roadless area mention
ed in the drafl enviromental
statement received comments
which recommended either
wilderness or non-wilderness
status. Very few people rec
ommended f{urther planning,
he saud, ““High scenic beauty
and wild values was the most
[requently given reason for
recommending wilderness de-
signation of specific areas
The most frequently given
reason  for  recommending
non-wilderness status for spe-
cific areas was negative
nnpact on the economy.”

Another ecategorv on which
the public was asked to
comment related o approach-
es  or methods decision
makers should use in deciding
allocation of the total roadless
grea Inventory ‘Seenery’
and preserving  wildlife
were the most frequently cited
reasons. 1n the comments
received  favoring an  ap-
proach which would empha-
size wilderness designation
Motorized access and ree-
reation ‘sconomics  and
johs,” and “‘timber values"
were the most  frequently
identified  reasons in the
comments which favored an
approach emphasizing alloca
tion of areas o nonwilder
Ness

The draft statemen! sug

gested seven coriteria which
could he used in developing
recommendations for allocat

the readless areas. Mg
Guiresgid all seven syeppsted

eriteria were -Il;l{lu.'}t-ri by
public comments. The eriter
ion most frequently supported
wias consideration of meeting
the Foresl Service largels
established in the 1975 pro
grram requiredby the Renewa
ble Resources Planning Act
In addition to the seven
priméry critecta, the public
also suggested other c¢riteria
to be used, such as “manage-
able boundaries."” and “adja-
cent to existing wilderness.™

MeGuire said that USDA
recommendaltions for use of
the roadless areas will be set
forth in a final enviromental
statement to he issued by the
end of the vear

The Administration’s prop-
osals for which of the areas
should: be designated wilder-
ness will go early to the 96th
Congress, he said. Congress
usually holds hearings on the
proposals before any areas
are designated wilderness
McGuire said the Forest
Service will hold hearings on
those roadless areas which
Congress has already designa
ted as ‘“‘wilderness study’
areas. McGuire noted also
that there will be additional
opportunities for public com
ment on areas recommended
for further study as they move
through the regular land
planning processes
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