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County agent Harold Kerr holds o couple young struggling wheat

sprouts in o handful of dry North
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Child center face

Only months after finances
slowed a Nov, opening, the
Heppner Child Developmenl
Center is strapped again. This
time it isn't & [linancial
problem

The center ks crying out for
help in finding another build
ing to house the 22 children
presently taking advantage of
the city's child development
center

The center has been occupy

ing the Seventh-Day Adventist
Church gymnasium for two
and a hall years

But, due to growth in the
church, It was decided this
week that the center should
find another building so the
church could utilize the gym
for programs and a possible
school

Much credit must be given
to the members of the SDA
church, who have unselfishly
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provided the gym, church kit the church was “interested in different rooms would be
chen, classroom and rest the center ' but decided on the “more practical” but not
rooms rent free to the cenler move “in terms of church necessary
The church has grown from growth.’ The plea for help will be part
three children two vears ago Linda Johnson, spokesper of a meeting of parents, the
to 15 today. Pastor Lloyd son Monday for a group of board and staff on Thursday,
Perrin said & school may be center board members, said Dec. 16, at 7:30 pm. at the

planned for the building and the board was “totally grate-
that it would be utilized with ful to the church’' and that will discuss and explain the
programs there were no bad feelings move with ideas of a new

The church and center sel
March 15 as the date of de
parture, but Perrin said it
could be extended to June 1 i
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The center is now in need of

a new bullding

The building would have to
be protty large, (o house 22

HEPPNER, OR.
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DROUTH

Could mean economic
disaster in wheat fields

By Wil C. Phinney
Editor, Gazette-Times

Nebody is arguing the facts. There has been darn little
moisture since August and that rain was lost in cultivation
and evaporation.

if hollering helped, the skies would have opened up long
ago. You can bel there are more than one farmer in the area
whe's hoping it'li rain before this paper and this story hit the
streets on Thursday.

If it doewn’t rain soon, it could, seriously, mean economic
disaster in Morrow County. That's a heavy line, but it's true.

Harold Kerr, Morrow County extension agent, calls the
“gerious situation” a ““drouth.” He’s plain talking about the

m.

“If it turns off real cold with no meisture in the ground,
there's & good chance of killing off the wheat crop.” Kerr said
emphatically.

““The soil i Just dry.”” he said. A trip to the furrowed fields
will tell that. A blind man can feel the dust ruaning through
his fingers.

Kerr adds another chapler to the story. “We need rain
more than snow,” he sald. “If it smows and the ground
freezes, we're liable to gel a smow run off when it thaws. The
surface will thaw before the ground.™

That means erosion.

Kerr sald, bowever. that there’s hardly enough molsture in
the ground te freeze. If bad can be good, that's the only way.

Kerr. forecasting the worst, said a farmer can reseed with
spring wheat or seed with winter wheat up Ull abeut
Feb. iBefore then,” Kerr sald, “o-fasmer-really dossn’t
know ifihe’s lost his stand yel.”
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“if we get the right kind of winter, we can have the right
kind of crop,” Kerr sald.
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didn’t save much. It evaporated and cultivation drew it out.”
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The problem is not a sclentific ene te deal with,

"Evmﬁyuhnn‘tuh.nnﬁnl“"lu-ruﬂ.
“The same amount of August rain would have done a lot
more good in October or November."
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their own, 100,

“I's getting kind of rough,” Roy Martin, the 1978
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for the entire year.
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“You could smell (he wheat cooking.” Martin said, noting
that in 1967, there were 51 straight days without rain.

What aboul 19767 “It's a different kind of fall.” Martin

{Continued on Page 6)

move .

center . The persons interested

building

The board will also be ex-
panding. There are six board
membess at present, includ-
Doherty, Linda

Bert Hulf, First Na-

tional Bank of Oregon
vice president. spoke
Friday at the Heppoer,
Maorrow County Farm-
City Banquel.

The banguet drow
more than 200 persons
into (he Elks’ Lodge lor
a dinner, served by Jim
Rogers and honer pre-
sentations,

The Morrew County
Livestock  Association
meeling preceded the
Farm-City bangurt.
Seme of Hull's re

story about award win-

needed children. including infants ing Anne
Perrin  said  the church Monica  Swanson cenler Johnson, Joyee Grasser, Carol
members were ‘really sen supervisor sild the bullding (_imdyt’ar. Ken Lemley, and
gitive” because they know the would preferably have two Nova Gaylord. Two more g
center is a “valuable asset lo restrooms, an outside play persons will be added to the j
board

the community ** Perrin sald

ground area

and a couple

The board alse wished to
publicly thank again all the

donors  that  helped them \
through a financial crisis in
October Their doors are open -
again, but they need new

Bert Huff & Larry Mills

ners Appears on pages
four and five.

(G-T Photo)

doors, now

Tad Miller elected

Holly Hoyt

While (he Heppner Child Development
Conter toys with a major move, it slse will be
foeling the energetic grips of & new manager

Holly Hoyt, o 23-year old Troutdale woman,
has started al the center under (he super
viston of Monica Swanson Ms. Swanson will
be in thal supervisory position for the next six
maonths

Ma. Hoyl has a bachelor of science degree
in child development from the University of
Washington

She sald she really loves iLhere'" and that
she will find the task “challenging ' Saying
she's looking ferward 1o laking over, M
Noyt said thel the move won't be &
“tremendous deterrent to any snergy [ was
planning to extend '

Climbing to the county court

house clock tower is no easy
chore. See poge for feature
story

OWGL President

E N “Tad" Miller, Hep:
pner, was elected president of
the Oregon Wheat Growers
League last week al the
OWGL annual business meel-
ing in Portland The Oregon
Whea! Growers League is &
statewide organizalion com
posed of nearly 9000 Oregon
wheat farmers with offices in
Pendleton

Tad Miller follows in the
footsiops of his father, EM
Miller. who was president ol
the OWGL In 1938 Tad still

farms on the 3800 acre ranch
located in the north Lexington
area between Lexington and
Heppoer in Morrow County
The Oregton Wheat Growers
League cvlebrated its 350th
anniversary in February of
this year The OWGL has been
active in foreign market de
velopment for Oregon wheat
and established the first US
commodity office in Tokyo,
Japan. This led 1o the forma-
ton of Western Wheal As
sociates and promotion of

other US. agriculiural pro-
ducts overseas

Tad and his wife, Melba
have four children. Michelle
Burns (Mrs. Don), Pendieton
Mark. who recently gradusted
from the University of ldaho
and who has decided to stay
home and help his dad farm
Nancy, 13 and Sleve, §

Toemmy Martin was recent
ly olected Morrow County
Wheat Growers League presi
denl and Jim Swanson, viee

preatdent

E. H. Tod' Miller




