“We know we can grow lots
of it, the problem is selling it."
sald Norman Hyder, presi
dent and general manager of
Gourmet Food Products, Ine.,
Boardman.

“It" is the large spoctrum of
agricultural products grown
in Oregon.

And Hyder, along with
Frank Lamb, chairman and

chiel executive officer of
Eastern Oregon Farming Co.,
have been included In & new
{4 member committee that
has been charged by Gov. Bob
Straub with discovering new
markets for these products.
Handpicked by Straub, the
group held its first oganiza

Boardman may be getling a
new air park

That s if the Umatilla
Chapter ol the Oregon Pilot
Division has its way In
persuading the Corps ol En
gineers in releasing a strip ol
land along the Columbia River
east of tawn

Bruce Nicholes, represent
ing the chapter, told the
Boardman City Councll Tues
day that, “Through donated
labor, materials and monies,
the airstrip would consist ol
2 900 feet, 200 of which
bolongs to the Corps and the
rost 1o the Port of Morrow

tional meeting Dec, 1 ol
Salem.

Working under the Assist-
ant Director of Agriculture,
Jay Glatt, “the committee will
adviso the State Department
of Agriculture concerning
new agricultural markets,”
said Hyder.

“We will actually be work-
ing with three different

areas,” said Lamb. In advising
the Agricultural Development
Division (Glatt's department)
in the conduct of its activities,
the committee will deal with
marketing development for
Oregon produce, development
of new transportation meth-
ods and development of pro

The port has already offer
ed its section of land
“The facility would be used
as & business alr park butl
could also very appropriately
be used for recreational pur
poses,” Nicholes said. Recres
tion is the aspeet the Corps of
Engineers intends for the
sirip
The recreational aspect
could include something on
Lk order of the Ontario, Ore.
airsirip which has an 18-hole
gl course running along its
vilges
Sicholes asked “if the eity
wl Moardman and couneil

duction capacity necessary Lo
moet Increased market de-
mand.

“The state felt that eertain
people sctive in certain phas-
es of agriculture in Oregon
might be able to help them
find other markets for our
crops,” said Hyder. In consid-
ering his particular contribu-
tion to the committee, Lamb
says, "I'm perhaps more [ami-
far with irrigated farming
development in the Irrigon-
Boardman area than some
other members of the commit-
tee, Perhaps between Norm
(Hyder) and mysell we can
provide insight into problems
of growth in this particular
environment.”

“The committes's aim,” said
Hyder, “is hopefully to im-
prove the marketing of agri-
cultural products in Oregon
sales and primarily export as
well as domestic use.” This
committee is not one that will
be working with the farmer
directly but the benefit is said
to be coming in a more
indirect way through the
person the farmer sells to.
“Helping the middleman or
distributor or processor Lo
finds new markets is helping
the farmer. Because if they
have the opportunity to sell
more he also has to buy
more,” notes Lamb.

“1 think & real justifieation
for two representatives from
the same area stands in the
fact that so much of the
current growth and potential
growth exists in this area,”
said Lamb, "Oregon agricul
ture is expanding rapidly,”
said Hyder. “Practically all

would ald the chapler in
persuading the Corps to re
lease the strip in question.”

Councilman Gene Trumbell
asked for verification that the
chapter was not asking for
funding. “No,” Nicholes said.
“All we're asking s your
support in persuading the
corps.”

It was decided by the
council that a leiter of support
would be written from Lhe
city and council to D.H
Neelan of the Corps of Eng
neers real estate division in
Portland

(het Yarbrough. manager

Service

development is coming along
the Columbia River between
Boardman and Hermiston.
We're going to need places Lo
sell these additional commodi-
ties."
“All this produce will have
to go someplace,” Lamb not-

stages. I believe this commit

tee has the most important
job in all of agriculture
because without markets we
would have no agriculture,”
emphasizes Oregon Director
of Agriculture, Leonard Kunz-

man.

Frank Lamb

‘Heiping the middieman or distributor or
processor to find new markets is

helping the farmer.’

ed

Meetings are expected to
be conducted quarterly,
though possibly more fre
quently in the beginning

Boardman proposes air park

of Columbia Pacific Resources
announced that company's
taking on of & new pariner
CalAm, a New York based
operation. has invested in the

project.
The agreement was final
ized Monday

Columbia Pacifie Resources
will continue to manage Lhe
project and Yarbrough will be
retlained as manager. “This is
a good move as it will prov de
& lot more front end cash so
more can be seen in a shorter
period of time on the develop
ment,” Yarbrough said

offer ?

Members of the committee,
one woman and 13 men, draw

from all sections of the state

representling major portions
of the industry including
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. Ag men selected to state committee

grass seed, grain, potalo,
onion, turkey growers and
eanning companies, ““Most
people on the committes,”
said Hyder, “are in the
marketing end of some agri
cultural product now.” Form-
ing the committee at this par-
ticular time, according to
Lamb, is a result of “Gov.
Straub and Leonard Kunz
man's desire to help Oregon
farmers’ development of bet
ter and more profitable mar-
kets."”

Oregon mirrors the nation
as far as agriculture being its
largest industry. “Agricul
ture.” said Hyder, “is still the
largest industry in the United
states. True it doesn't pack as
much political clout os the
other major industries and |
really ean’t say why but it Is
still the largest.” Substantia-
ting that statement, large
trucking manager B.G. Shaw,
president of Willis-Shaw Froz
en Food Express, in a recent
speech is quoted as saying,
“The economic impact of the
trucking industry is under-

Willow Lodge
No. 66 |.O.O.F.

rab Feed
Sat. Dec. 11th

af 6:30

for
Oddfellows,
Rebekahs and
their families.

scored by one fact. Trucking
is the second largest industry
in size, second only to agricul
ture.”

Gourmet Foods, producers
of frozen potato products,
originated in Madras. Hyder,
who came to Opegon from
Idaho in 1946, set up his first
processing company there
called Jefferson Potato Co.
Gourmet Foods is an offshoot
of the original Jefferson
name. “We dropped Jeffer-

son.” said Hyder, “because it
didn't have the right ring for
the national market.”
Eastern Oregon Farming
Company began six years ago.
The 10,500 acre business
utilizes cireular irrigation for
its variety of crops. Lamb
describes his position with the
company as, “the last guy the
buek gets passed to as well as
being responsible for the
finaneial end of the opera

"
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