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lonians irate over Judge's quote

By WILC. Phinney and Lavons Starr

Not so. That's the cry from many lone
businessmen Lhis week

The cry is in response o an article in the
Gazette-Times last week concerning Morrow
County Judge Paul W. Jones' ansessment of 4
petition

The petition, asking for a road that would
connect lone (o the Carty coal-fired electrical
generating plant, was mel with  mixed
reaction last week. Jones said that lone
businessmen were “'not enthusiastic” and had
been “pressured’’ into signing the petition

Bul this week, the lone people are irate over
the Judge's assessment and are mostly in
favor of the petition snd the road

Tim Tulll, who initiated the petition at the
request of Jones, sald he did not apply

o anyone

“1 didn"t apply pressure to anyone that |
know of," Tullis explained. In an irritated
tone. Tullis sald that “‘Jones asked me to
initiate the petition, | distributed the petition
and solicited 18 persons (o sign It

“ff 1 applied any pressure, [I'm sarry
Tullis sald “"Jones misrepresented the whole
thing. I'm concerned aboul Morrow County
and | think that & little planned growth
wouldn't hurt the county & bit. ™

As for the petition arive, Tullis sald he
ihought it was Lime ‘people get off their dulle
and say what they want from government,

instead of letting seven people on main streel
decide "’

H1f he'd have seen the petition and read it
Tullis sald, referring 1o Jones, “he wouldn'l
have sald what he did. " It probably cost him
the election, Tullis said Monday

The petition wax  handed to Jones
Wednesday morning with aboul 250 sig
natures Linda Tullis said that 80 per cont of
the businessmen (n Heppner had also signed it
and that all but one lone businessman, Mayer
Robert Drake, had signed i

Drake had no comment, noling he was
neither for or against

The petition said “In support of the con
struction of a road linking south Morrow
County with agri industrisl ares and elec
trical generation plani now under develop:
menl 1o the south of Hoardman, Oregon. '

The Garelte-Times learned this week that
an unsurfaced road does, in fact, lead from
Elln toward the Carly sile The dirt road leads
1o circles, west of the PGE site but according
to Charles Doberty, a rancher in the Ella
Aren. some cars “evidently ' are going that
wa

[:Mﬂ' gorrecied the G-T on Iheir map
reading, saving that the road that barders the
bombing range is the Old Oregon Trall. Ella
Hoad leads from lone to the Old Oregan Trail

rmad
Doherty was one of many in favor of the

road construction that would link lone with
the Carty site. With the road, lone would be
only 1315 miles from the Carty plant

“It would go past me and there would be
increased traffic,” Doberty said, “‘but
Morrow County definitely neods a road inlo
the plant. | thought the Morrow County court
had taken care of this, but by the article last
week In the paper, apparently not ™

Doherty was one of many that expressed
their feelings pro and con concerning the
propusal

The Garetle-Times interviewed soime of the
jore businessmen and gol these responses

Elbe Akers: "With all respect to the judge
| am personally for the road, an we need il
The road is about two years lale and | feel our
1own has missed a lot of business, because the
road is nol there However, better late than
never | was nol pressured inlo signing the
petition as | am a yes or no man. The north
end of the county has for the past ten years
been receiving all the help it has needed o
grow and almost nothing has come to (his
ond

Gene Lancaster: 1 think it would be a real
jood thing lor the communily. 1t would help
s and we need (1. What elee can you say” I
would he a lot quicker way lo gt out of here fo
Portland

Paul Peityjobn: 1 am for any road
improvement regardiess of where it leads to

or from It would possibly be beneficial to the
local people when the plant gets going. i don't
know if 1'd push hard for it, but | sure like to
soe roads bullt or improved.”

Art Lindstrom: “1'm all for it. It would be a
waler grade 1o the north down the hill. It
would be an access to go east fasler than any
other road

Gene Rietmann: ‘1 have no objections for
ihe road and never said to Judge Jones or
anyone olse that | was against it | don't know
which lone businessmen bhe's (Jones)
referrimg to One shjection | do have, Judge
Jones has a stalement published in the latter
part of 1973 in the Gazette-Times to the effect
ihat the county court had no desire to build o
road from lone to the Carty Reservoir
hecause 1o interes! had been (ndicated from
anyone i lone. | belong to a fralernal group
that addressed a letter favoring such a road 1o
ihe county court in the last three years

In light of Judge Jones' statement this past
winter . | den't understand why county road
crows were furiously olling the road In
guestion  after June | Perbaps it had
sumeihing to do with the slection
Navember 1

1 wouldn't presume to pul words in Judge
Jones' mouth, o please don’t apply thal
satement in last weok's Gasette-Times to

me
EW. Brisien would sl allow e

Gagette-Trmes to print his opinion. However,
his son, Don Bristow, did state his feelings
“That's a tough one. I'm not strongly for it
and | don't oppose il I it's good for the
country, then il should be bullt. | question how
much real benefit to our city il will have st
this time until we have bullding sites.”
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