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THE OLD WEST LIVES OVER AGAIN EACH YEAR AT HEPPNER

Scene &l Rodeo Grounds, Heppner—A Several-Day Meet Each Year,

History

sn Aonusl Event that Actracts Thousands

of Visitors and Conestants

Original fair at Cal's Arco

varried, the Marrow County

Rack in 1918, before Cal Sherman's parenls were oven [
here Cal's Arco Is today in

Fair gol its start. The original location of the fair was W
Heppner

The fair and rodeo have gone through plenty of chan
ago

Al it siart the fair took pla

ges since that beginning 63 year

o6 where Cal's is and stayed there far aboul seven years,

v used to buck horses in open .
If they got loose , you just hoped to

hell you could catch ‘'em.”

according to Floyd Jones, rodeo board member from 1952-1064 and fair board

member from 1964 to today and still going
In 1921, the fair moved across (he street and down the block to where the library and

museum are now located. 1t was held the third week in Seplember as harvest was

usually over by then
Entries at that first fair included suich items as home cured meats, canned (ruils

and vegetables. Most of the exhibits were home made or home grown
There was some livestock exhibits from local cattle and sheep ranchers In all,
ihere were about 200 eniries and no premiums 1o work for. Today, there are more

all’ers involved than tolal entries back then
Entertainment back then can’t match nexi week's Marty Davis show bul locals

enjoyed baltles of tug of war, foot races, horse shoes and a baseball game.

In 1914, horses entered the fair. An arena was made by parking cars, wagons, hacks
and buggies in a circle. The harses were brought into the circle, snubbed, saddled and
then ridden, Some rode until the time was Up, others Ll the horse stopped bucking.
When the horse broke out of the makeshilt arena, the rider got off the best he could

From 1916 through 1919, there was no {alr because of World War 1. In 1920, the fair

resumed with the additien of a carnival. .
In 1921, the fair moved Lo the library -museum site Boxing and wrestling matches

(hat pitted local talent against the carnival pros was added.
In 1921, rodeo events were added and the site of the horse evenis Was moved to the

Union stock corrals near Petty johns, Jones said. The makeshift arena was even more

makeshift
“They used 1o buck horses in the open If they got loose, you Just hoped to hell you

could cateh 'em. " Jones sald there was hasically bull riding and bucking horse riding
with & little calf roping. The roping, Jones said, was “'by heck and by golly.”

In 1922, the rodeo moved to the present rodeo ground site. The fair, however, stayed
at the library site with more and better exhibits, The Jand for the rodeo was donated to
the city by C.W. McNamer The arena Was bullt by anyone that would donate time and

elfort

owned a portion of the stock and other anmils were
al was located where the éreamery and
for the fair was from admission charges

Heppner Rodea Association
donated by ranchers in the area. The carniv
Standard Station now stand. The only income

and a few donations
County agents, as they dotoday, started helping with the fair around 1930. They ook

the lead in putting on the falr. The county courl appointed a three-member board to
aversee activities

In 1934, the carnival was located behind what is now the Wagon Wi el near a
hardware slore. The hardware store caught fire and burned the entire carnival lo the
ground

In the depression years, from 1930 lo 1940, the fair managed to continue and ribbons
were awarded in place oi premiums. The tocation of the events remained the same
and stock was still furnished by locals.

A trade of land between cily and counly took place in 1940. The library site was
iraded for the present fair site. There were several COC buildings on the new site and

several were cleaned up and used for exhibit buildings.
This was the first year the fair and rodes were combined. Stock for the fair was
contracted now. Town merchants underwrote the rodeo stock and in the event of a

loss, they picked up the tab
For 8 few years during WWII, the fair fizzled to a close. It wasn't until 1946 that the

state organized the racing funds and allotted each county an equal portion to belp pay
for cash premiums.

The foreman got drunk so the black men
carried him outside, locked the doors

and got the job finished.

In 1950, the present fair and exhibit building was built with donated labar, costing
$9,000, The only paid personel were a foreman and five black men who finished the
coment Noor, The foreman got drunk so the black men carried him outside, locked the
doors and got the job finished

The (irst 4H and FFA [at stock auction was held in 1948 under the direction of Harold

Erwin and Bob Runnion
Stock corrals were built in 1983 and buckaroo stands followed the next year. The

dormitory building went up In 1963 and the indoor arena in 1965,
The following year, the seats and bleachers went up. In 1968, the fireprool
grandstands went up. The rest rooms and snack shack were added in 1970 and in 1971,

a well and sprinklers were installed.
The fair has continued much the same way for the last few years, Jones says. Last

year, talking lo the Chamber of Commerce, Jones said the Bicentennial year will no
doubt produce the biggest and best fair and rodeo in the history of the fair
Is everybody ready?
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