Bicentennial Forum

J.A. HARBKE AND THE OIL & GAS WELLS
DRILLED NEAR THE CARTY RESERVOIR BITE

A few weeks ago Invited guests only witnessed the
dedication of the Carty Reservoir Site near the Oregon Trail
stopping place known as Wells Springs. This 5,000 acre,
man-made reservoir is a significant beginning o the
development of nuclear power, and ils irrigation and cooling
water may contribute a great deal to the future potential of
Morrow County.

How many can recall the big excitement of just 45 years
ago this spring when the Wells Springs Gas & Oil Company
was drilling in that area and was selling company stock to
interested investors? Any person who still has a stock
certificate in that company is asked to contact Mrs. Harnet!
al the Morrow County Museum She has gathered the
information herewith presented aboul this 45-year-old energy
boom from old newspapers.

In its March 19, 1931 issue, the Gazette-Times reports that
Joha A. Harbke and L. H. Estes, officers of the Wells Springs
Gas and Ol Company, visited in Heppner. Other company
officers included Wilbur Henderson, the company’s atlorney,
Mrs. Leding and J.L. Richardson of Portland.

“Fred Nichoson, a local man, is drilling the test hole on the
Wells Springs Ranch ls now down 225 feet. He has an outfit for
drilling to a depth of 1200 to 2500 feet, The company plans to
g0 10 4000 or 5000 feet If necessary, although deeper drilling
will necessilate installing different equipment.

“The amount of gas coming from the well is Increasing and
a (race of oil shows. This is encouraging to Mr. Harbke who
farmed in the desert land north of lone for many years and
for more than 25 years has been convinced thal oil underlies
the sand and sagebrush. The Wells Springs Gas and Ol
Company, under a slate permit, s selling stock in the
company "'

The April 2, 1931 issue adds more facts. “T'he Wells Sorings
Oil and Gas Company has leased 30,000 acres of land
surrounding the elght-inch hole drilled into the historic Wells
Springs out of which flows artesian water filled with gas
bubbles. The first hole is to be abandoned and drilling
operation swill be moved to the top of an adjacent hill several
hundred feet higher. A geologist says it Is more proper to drill
as the substrala there is convex instead of concave as in the
canyon where the present hele is located. Many examples
have been cited which substantiate the geologist's theory,
notably the famed Tea Pot Dome

“Company President Harbke did not make a glowing
promise of quick wealth in an interview Monday. He
displayed lease forms being given [armers of the district and
a block of lithographed share certificates for stock that are
being offered ut $10 each. The company is now incarporaled
for $100,000. He spoke of the cooperation the company is
getting and told of their arrangement with Fred Nichoson,
driller. and Louis Padberg, farmer whose farm is but a short
distance from the well. Both men are taking stock in
exchange for their services and supplies. Louis Padberg has
deeded 2.520 acres of land to the corporation,

The April 16report says, " Al 320 feet the drill in the springs
hole brought forth twice the amount of gas bubbles that
before filled the artesian flow, giving company officers more
hope and increasing public interes! Sunday saw the largest
number of visitors yet at the lest hole and Mrs. Louis
Padberg was busy most all day keeping the colfee
percolating on the flame at the gas jet to serve spectators.’

By May 28 the paper had a long story about veleran oil and
gas driller Sam Foster whose drilling experience has
reached all the way from South America to Canada. He
(alked with officers giving instructions in procedures (o
separate the gas from the water. Foster said *'1 am satisfied
that gas in paying quantity has already been struck, and (hat
a ready market exists for all the gas thal may be
found—advising that gas would be more profitable than oil
and would require less attention.”

Foster declared the remoteness of the field from markets
was no deterrant to the saleability of the gas, and he
described gas lines thal are now being laid over long
distances. He said & network of lines i planned to touch
every cenler of population in the country and that there is a
virgin market for natural gas everywhere

In the last report given in the Gazette-Times on June 11,
1931 tells that Sam Foster. engineer for the company, did not
recommend going 10 the expense necessary to shut the water
off in the first hole, advising rather the drilling of another
hole higher up and shutting out the waler from the start

H G Harris. Osage, WY, a veleran driller who was in
charge of production for Standard Ofl Co. for 17 years and
held o like position with the Union Oil Co. for 3 years. visited
the well Friday evening with Foster. Harris also declared
Wells Springs prospects 1o be as good as any he had seen in
the northwest ™

The published account seems (0 end here. People who
remember a bit about the excitement say that lots of money
was lost at that time

Carty Reservoir is named in honor of James Carty an early
partner of John Kilkenny and John Sheridan who was bormn in
County Leitrim, Ireland in 1854 and emigrated to Morrow
Counts in 1890 He owned and operaled a substantial sheep
and eatile ranch in the Tub Springs area mos! of his life
~ghamrocks and Shepherds’ states: At the commencemeni
of World War I1. the US. Army look over the Carly ranch,
including Jim's home. On the occasion of serving the initial
papers and on each succeeding occasion, although then in his
seventies. he refused to move from his home and chased the
members of the Air Corps from the ranch. Being in a
quandary. the military sought the assistance of Federal
Judge James Alger Fee. by scheduling of formal proceeding
before him

At the commencement of the proceeding, the representa-
tives of the military outlined. in considerable detail, the
difficulties they were having and asked the court for an order
of possession with a wril of assistance After poadering the
problem for a few moments. Judge Fee stated: ‘If the
militars of the United States cannot dispossess Jim Carty. |
won't even try.” Fortunately. patriotism and the persuasion
of family friends overcame Carty s will to resist and saved
the military from complete defeal After 40 years he gave up
his home, so (ull of memories of the singing. dancing and
fighting Irish and moved 1o a new location on Willow Creek.”

PLUBLIC AUCTION
LAND SALE
May 4196, 2 pam,

The Oregon Traniperiation Commission will offer for sale
-lpbltuﬂhllkm”rwldhﬂlunduur
south side of U8, Highway 3 al the wesl end of Irrigon near
the Maln Street Junction. The sale will be held on (he
premises st 2 p.. om May 1, 1978, The property s Turther
described as lollows!

A parcel of land iving in Section 2. Township 5 North,
Hange 2 East, WAL, Morrow County, Oregon. The parcel of

latd to which this description applies contains 1500 square

besa.

TERMS OF SALE: The minimum price that will be
accepied Is §1.575.00, payable st time of sale. The State
reserves the right 1o nceepl or reject any or all bids. Bale

restriciions.

( ammisslan’s uae restrictions oa
junhyards, (B) No access 16 (he highway, and () subject to
u permit (o Pacific Northwesl Rell.

INFORMATION: Reglonal Properly Agesi, 1182 "R
Avenue. LaGirande, Oregon, phone 384T prior to date of
sale. (Flle No. 12118, Bale No. 1)

Published Apell 22, 19, 190

All officers were present
when a rodeo meeting was
held at the Telephone building
Monday evening. It was voted
to improve the grounds with

SPRAY

NEWS

Mary Willlams

Al Wiley homes al Echo

Judge and Mrs, Andrew
Leckie spent the Easter vaca-
tian in Corvallis at the home of
iheir daughter, the David

Powder River

equipment

The rodeo kick-oll dance
wis held at the High School
gvm Satlurdhy evening, April
10, &ith John Day’s Midnight
Specinls furnighing the music

The gueen's saddle, a pro-
duet of Leonard Oster’'s Sadd
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vamping facililies. camper
space. ele. in the area
Pleuse send information on
vour aceeplance by elephone
gr return mail fo: Margare!
Ashmead. Box 255, ph. 68
245 or Clara Jenkins. Box 64,

gates. chutes and corrals
within a cost of §1,000. One
hundred dollars was voled for
parade enlry prizes

Doug Hosken, Spray High
principal was present in the
interesi of the high schoal
studints agair having charge
of The Hut and serving ham-
burgers through the rodeo

The association slales they
are anlicipating up to 200
parficipants for Spray's 10th
annual hall-marathon to be
held in conjunction with the
rodeo, Saturday, May 28

Terry Shaw, Irick rider,
Oregon City, has been con-
tacted for May 2-30

Terry is an experienced
performer, having made hi-
ghly acclaimed appearances
throughout the Northwesl

Officers of the Spray Rodeo
Associntion are: Tuck Jack
son, President, Don Griffith,
viee president, Myrna Ger
vais, secretary-treasurer, Jo
anne Griffith, rodeo secre-
tary; Effie Stirewalt, court
chaperone and advisor. Dir-
eclors are: DeWayne Sim-
mons. Wilbur Alford, Jim
Stirewalt, Bob Troxell. Frank
Robison. Ed Kendall and Joe
Petit

Plans are underway by the
 adies Auxiliary for the Flea
AMarket to be held ar the
Legion Hall May 9 Pie and
eoffee will be served while you
hrowse and make seleciions

The Auxiliary ladies spon
sored n most sueeessiul bake
sale ol the General Store
April 16

Hubert and Goldie Asher
are combining business and
vacalioning while spending a
week in San Jose, CA

AMr and Mrs. Clavde Briti
spent Sunday in Long Creek
visiting their grandson, Wille
Adams and his parents, Verna
and Gary

Judge Leckie and Gus
Strecker were business vis
tars in lone Thursdas

The Babby Fishers. Kristi
Bobby J and Demis Dennis
were in Portland Friday for
shopping and medical ap
pointments and on Tuesday
the Fisher famuly
Prineville attending business

were In

When the Don  Grilhiths
returned (rom a business (rip
o Pendleton Tuesday ey
stopped enroute for visiling
and dinner at the Sid Britt and

ih seconds

Bob's Saddlery

IS
(_\nc“as - Chaps 3 Urses
al ad
RePT ing Ropes dles
\° Rt 1 Box 1958 ‘<%

Hermiston, Ore.
Ph. 567 6730

Bob & Darla Taylor

« Now with chain brake — the prolessional salety
teature 1hat stops a chain in milliseconds lo reduce

ihe hatard from kick back
« Rugged 1.3 cubic inch Bngine 2ips through an B*log

« Big 16" bar and chain lefls irees nearly 3 feet thick
« Automatic plus manual oilling
Fry chan brake yoursel! al
FARMAND
HETLDER SUPPLY ‘,‘ ’l”

Goulds and daughter Jasmine
They were nccompanied by
Anne Coiner, Fossil

(lara Strecker and Celia
Reed were in Heppner early In
the week. the latier for
medical treatment due 1o
injuri¢s sustained in a recenl
{all at her home. Mrs. Reed
will return to Heppner Mon-
day for further observation

Letha Harsh is here from
Dayton, WA for a two weeks
visit with her daughter and
son-indaw. Ellen and Lee
Brisbois, Another visitor al
ihe Brisbois home is Larry
Brishois 11. His parents. the
Larry Brisbois and his sister
Mircie are expected for the
weekend from Boardman

June Troxell was in Vale
Thursday to meet her daught-
er-indaw and daughter Mich-
ol who are here [rom
Germany and will visit her
parents, the Marvin MeNeils,
Vale. the Don Troxells here
and ather relatives before her
retlurn overseas in June

Walter Britt, formerly of
Spray . now ol Stanficld, who
hevame  erftically 11 while
vaeoshening m Sun Franciseo
pemains hospltalized in thal
ety but peporiedly in some
what improved condilion

Marvin and Louise Britth,
Flopa and Carolyn and Ar
wamd Beatr visied the men s
father  there  through the
wikend. stopping enroule for
pvernight ot the home ol an
amt. Mrs Helen  Boone,
Ukiah, €A, who accompanied
e o the remainder ol the

W und Mrs, Ler Brishaois
bave bwssn i Boardman the
pist week where they were
puesis at the Lary Hrishwis
keot o medical
st ent white awin

T LT ||-|-

Paul  Shen,  Rebeeon and
Variet Adamis are hiete om
Kontwwiwek. WA

ool and Chittord Adims

d 1o Brishons homes and

TR Ituth

vistfing  al

R anclinet

1wy sl By Troxgedl were in
Portland Fridis 1o meet Mrs
Insite Trosell and  dingthier
Wb lh
Mo, Germany that day
My are Don
Proells biere amd Mes, Trox

Wl arvivedd o
visthing 1

' PRArens Calleen sl
Vot it MeNel at Vale They
W Pee povtapen fo Geerinagind

el o Jua

Buttercreek Hay
nest 1o Pioneer Implement
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lery, Buker, was on display. phone 468-2161. Spray OR

The Spraoy  Rodeo Court winid
with their chaperones, Mr State the number in your
and Mes. Jimy Stirewall, were group, Your name and add-
in altendance and included Ladies will please in-
Tina Cox. Miichell; Colleen
Milton. Monument . Cindy Do-
ugherty, Heppoer. and Zorrita
Patier. Spray

(ne of these girls will be
vhosen queen at the dance,
May 28 prior to lhe rodeo May
201 and will be flown to
Pendleton where she will be
oiitfitted a1 the  Kound-Up
vily's New York Store

The cour! s next appearance

Iess

clude their maiden names
Puss the word along and plan
1o be in Spray, June 19-20,

NOW’S THE TIME. . . .
FOR SPRING WEED CONTROL

L

Due to the good response to my $14
lube special where | furnish oil,
filter, and give a complete lube job,
| have decided to continve it
indefinitely. The only change will be
$15 for 4-wheel drives. Also see me

for new or used tires and recaps,
exhaust system work, shocks, sport
wheels, batteries, wheel packs, efc.
Competitive prices.

vern's UNISN sTaTion

Heppner, QR. 6763184

will be at Arlinglon’s annual
rodeo and parade May 1

Plans are nearing comple-
tia (o the second Spray

You can depend on

WESTERN FARM SERVICE

reunion seheduled  for June
1. The commillees are
extonding invitations to all
those people who may have
atended the Spray schools or
heen o member of the local
school syslem al any lime.
and all former residents lo be
heve for the two days with
friends. old and new

Hegistration will starl Sat-
urday, June 1%, 10 am

\ full program has been
prepared, with varied day-
time activithes and a Weslern

avle  danee oo Saturday
..“\.“;:.“:u iting service will Boardman
iy s  serviee

iwe provided at o nominal lee 481-2921
A meal wil) be served Satur-

diav evening and a Sunda)y Borlex

mrning breakiust, both for &

sinall charge 93"“25
A non-denominational chur-

ch serviee will he hl.‘ld Sunday Heppnef

merming ot the High School

gy 676-9103
thwernight accomnda-

fions  must  be pﬁr‘ﬁlﬂiilll}

arranged for, with excellent

CUSTOM SPREADING & SPRAYING

NH, — Aqua — Dry Fertilizer
AC — Chemicals — Seed
Animal Health Products

Bill Wondra
WE STE N SALES
W_ ' {; Dick Kelly
OPERATIONS
N/
- KEN SMITH

FARM SERVICE

First

Individual
Retirement

AccC

Pufutureﬁmncialmurityi!you'remﬁywiﬁnuu retirement plan.

I you'te a wage earner or sell
employed and not presently
covered by any other qual
fied retirement plan, you can
act now to establish your own
Fust Individual Retiuement |
Account i1IRA

Tax Sheltered. The Fust
IRA enables you to save 19
of your gross wages of eatned
incoma up 1o 51,500 per yeat
whichover s less, and de fuct
this sum from your taxable
Federal and State of Oregon
| mcome

This can mean a substantial
tax savings every year unti
you retire. What's miore, you Il
be earning a high rate of in
tarest [ annually® com
pounded and credited uarterly

which s tax-cdeferred unui
retirement

At that time, when you
begin withdrawing funds. the
amount withdrawn will be
treated as taxable mcome bt
you will probably be in a
lower tax bracket

Rapid growth.
For example. if you are 23
now ond take advantage of

the Fust IRA contnbuting the
maximum 51 500 each year
you'll be ehgible to receive
upon retirement at age 65 up
1o 5388 243!

{f both hushand and wite
work and neither parhicipate
in an employer plan then both
may have an [RA and receive
a combined maximum lax
deduction of 3,000 per year

Easy to Open. Opening |
your |RA is as sasy as open |
ing & savings account. Just |
visit your First National branch
and apply You can stant your |
plan with as little as S100 with |
additional deposits of 525 ot
more made as often as you
want up to your maximum

For more convenience, you
can authonize Furst National
1o deduct IRA deposits, start
ing st $25, automatscally from
your checking account

It you're without a retire !
ment plan, see your Fist
National branch about an
[RA The sooner you start
yours today. the more finan
cial security you'll have
lOmOoIow

HEPPNER BRANCH

FIRST NATIONAL BANK or oxseox

o onbaea! iepulgtiat reguse mydetarrinsl inpeTe pealt

y b omly wetbsieawai 0 Fon (RA Aty U ades FLMN




