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Elk season off fo good start

The week before the Rocky
Mountamn elk season opened,
ww was falling heavily in
popular elk  hunting
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In general, hunting pressure
was up in some northeastern
areas and down in others The
same was true of hunter
success, There was a grealer
percentage of branch-antlered
bulls in the harvest than there
was last vear This was the
result of a good escapement of
bulls in many areas las!
nunting season which appear
as more mature animals this
VEsar
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Chickens without feathers

Feathetless chickens are nervous birds, but they might
nean cheaper dinners

Raising chickens withoul feathers eliminates one step on
processing the birds for market, And since a fourth of the
protein in a broiler goes into its feathers, a nude bird would
vield more meat

Rescarch into featherless chickens began in 1953 when
Ursula Abbott, a professor of bird genetics at the Universily
of California at Davis, found on in & batch of chicks she had
ordered from New Hampshire

Since then. scientific breeding has produced hundreds of
the genetic freaks, the National Geographic Soctety says
Entive Nlocks in laboratories wear only an occasional wispy
feather

But there are several reasons why none of the
smooth-skinned birds have appeared on supermarke!
shelves. Whether from embarrassment or whatever, the
denuded fowl are extremely nervous and prone lo develop
stomach ulcers,

Withoul their protective coats, they also are susceptible to
chills. Their feathered brethren can survive even freczing
weather. but naked chickens shiver if the henhouse
temperature dips even slightly

*“They get so miserable that they stop ealing and simply
wasle away.” reports Dr. Ralph Somes, Jr., who is studying
the mutants al the University of Connecticut

Although pre-plucked broilers could save processing Costs,
the birds use up so much energy rushing about trying to keep
warm that they eat more than other chickens their weight

Any profits to be made from (eatheriess chickens are
{urther reduced by the added cost of the fuel needed to keep
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their quarters pdequately heated
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that because denuded chickens
lop less fat, which leads to less
shrinkage in the oven, Added servings delivered to the dinner
table might more thun make up fur those higher heating bills
And the featherless chickens might thrive in sunny. southern
reglons

Seience has drastically altered poullry raising before, As
late as 194, more than %0 per cent of the chickens on
American tables were former layvers, slaughtered after thel
o prndurnnn:lrrlnlm! Chicken was o costly meal reseryed
for holidavs and specinl occasions

Today . chickens are specially bred to be layers or broilers
raised In “factories’ on assembly-line feeding lfor quick
results. A chicken dinner now s an inexpensive meal

In 1971, a four-legied chicken was hatehed near Indianola
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