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Heppner students conduct survey

Senior students st Heppoer
High Schoal in conjunction
with their social stuthies
course, started conducting a
confidential housing survey
within the city limits of
Heppner Tuesday

“The students want to get
involved in community affairs
and they {eel they can benefil
the community with their
survey,' suid their instructor
Miss Dean

The guestionnaire consisis
of 12 questions that can be
readily answered and refurn
ed to the student. Should the
resident wish the student to
leave the guestionnaire and
return it at o later date, he
may do 50

The survey when completed
will give the students an
accurale accounting of the
people residing in the ¢ty
Limiits and a count of homes in
the area

Some of the guestions to be
answered by the homeowner
are the following: age of the

ber of persons in the house:
hold: annual household In:
come: estimated total month-
ly housing cost. Including rent
wiilities, mortgage payments
and taxes. Do you own or are
you buying, do you rent. Is
your present home adequate

Do you feel your moninly
housing costs are loo high
Whal type of housing do you
prefer. Would you rather own
ar rent. Would you like to
move to different housing?

The project should take
aboul two weeks 1o complete
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New Country Rustic

to give a new

look to your home
SealKote Paint

$7.50 gal
Pettyjohn’s

Farm & Builders Supply
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OPEN HOUSE

Heppner Child

Development Cenfer

April 21-26 2 to 6 pm.

4 Hours Free Babysitting

Any One Day

m

and Visit: See What the
Center can offer your child

S60 N. Minor

» Coffee and Cookies

Columbia Basin
Electric Co-op

Wit Urnatilla Counties

Hepprer, Uregon

676-9246
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the compatability of Alumax with Oregon's Environment

What will building

an aluminum plant

mean to

Eastern Orc:gon?

I'm part of the area and based on what 1 knot
ahout Alumax; 1 wordd welcome the grouth and

gpportunities thi) pf.m: will bring

"WE LIVED HERE most of my life

My whole [family has always

believed in this area and loved
it. Right now Umutilla County Is
on the threshold of the most ex-
citing time it has ever experienced
We feel it is important that ti
right kind of growth be bulanced
throughout the State of Oregon
VMore than that, we know that

e
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How many jobis will Alumax create?

should expect our population lo
ncrease by approximately 5,000
people during the construction
phase. When the construction
reaches its peak and some

fistce
IOree

{ the operating people siart ar

riving, the total should climb to
round A750, with 65.75% living
very close to the plant site

When the plant &5 in full Opera-

r
d most of the construction

workers have gone. the ol
T i 1 growth shouid
be u Between 1128
ynd 2100 of these people are €8
sected 10 locate in Hermision An
I 14 3% 10 ) should be
n i S m
| in 1 L oh q
{ W
~ {uh N an \[1] il
35 1 L JN T D se o
AMumbx erigon, 30 10 135, Eche
10 to 135 Bourdman, 30 o 225
the TrCities should expect |
sive 90 1o 450, Pendleton, 2215
H1s
At this pomnt, population distn
hution s merely an estimate. The

e ot which housing. municipal

services and other con munity 1a

ditied deselop will eventually Jde
ermiine how many Alumax peopie

Whare are all these peaple

going o live?

[he current hounng avarlability in
the Hermiston/ Umatills ares
based primarily on existing need

Alumax E_mployment

Construction

Employees ’ ‘
et LT
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tien. It i anbcipated thiat (ives s mew  construchon will be 1e
supportive jobs will InCrease quired

through the pnstruchon  period At the oulsel, Mmost construction
and several vears thereafier workers will be resding in mobile
total of 1,000 which will cor homes, the traditional housing for
during operation of the plant. This  nonpermaneni workers. Others

will mean a 1otal of | 800 perma
nent jobs added o the Umatilla

County area

Where will the workers come from?
The construction and operation of
the Alumax plant should initimily
eliminate unemployment in Lima
tilla County, with Alumax hiring
and training as many workers as
possible from the local area. Addi
tionally, this plant will create job
openings for approximately | 350
people from throughout the rest
of Oregon

Whal will this mean in lerms

of tolal population Incresss?

Since construction work Is usually
temporary, workers often move
into the area by themselves, rather
than relocating their families, Tak-
ing this into account, | am told we

will Jive in apartments and motels

Alumax’s permangnt work
force, coupled with the needs ol
the service job workers will re-
guire §60 1o 770 single family
dwellings, 390 to 600 multifamily
units, and 248 ro 186 mobile
homes. Grven today's interest rafes
and the availability of money, the
need for housing should provide
an excellent opportunity for us to
get our building industry back on

s teet

What will the lotal Alumax
related payroll amount to?
The Eross pad rell paid direcuy o
Alumax emplovees. plus salaries
carned by those working In new

vy efduted by the growth in pop-
tien. should total more than S246
mullion. Mosi of thiz money will
sty in Umatilla County, ¢reating &
new markel [or real eviale, recrei
n. grocery storey clothiers, and
eglve with a marketable
commodity of M
Durect { i
|
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Can our school system
nandle the growth?

The influx of new school-age chil:
dren into our area should aetually
help- 10 improve our school system
by moving us to & scale where
curniculn can be sigmificantly ex
;'.;r'.!(n’

For the upcomung school vear
very [ew additional children
shotld be expected, but Hermis
ton s Umatilla  and  Pendieton
school districts should expect 1o
receive almost all of the 1600
children associnted with the peak
period when the construction
phase and plant stari-up overlap
This will not occur untl 197778
school yenr Assuming school con-
struction takes place as planned
the Pendleton school district will
have no problem taking care of the
increased enroliment.  However
additional school construction orF
portable units will be required 1o
handle incrensed enroliment In
the Umatilla and Hermiston dis-
Iricts

Additionally, Alumax could be
very heneficial to Blue Mountain
Community College. An oppor-
junity exists where the college
could provide training for polen-
tial Alumax employees. This, com-
bined with new student enrollment,
could bring the college up lo &t
jenst 75% capacity during the
1978-79 school year

Can our ulllities handie

o greater load?

Electric, gas and telephone systems
are all adequate to handle the pro-
jected growth. And, mssuming
planned sewage improvements are
made, this system will also be suf-
ficlent, In fact, operation may
¢ven Improve in several areas be-
cause of Increased efficlency
brought on by greater sewige
plant flows. So far as waler is

~

Doriv Bounds

€ hatrman of the Board
Inland Empire Bank
Mermision, Oregon

concerned o community program
currently underway will provide
adequate waler resources

Police protection is based on
per capita populution, so it will
necessarily have 10 inCrease

Alumax will have its own fire
fighting system and trained per-
sonnel on the plant site, eliminat-
ing the need for existing fire de-
partments to purchase specialized
cquipment

The five Oregon hospitals which
muas be affected by Alumax gur
rently operate at between 40-62%
weupancy . Health care faciinies
and skilled heaith workers are
adegquate 1o sccommaodate the (n-
creased populanon

How will the incressed lax base
atfect our lanes?

The Alumax plant will pay state
corporate taxes, plus approximate-
Iy §1 million in local taxes, result-
ing in reduced tax rates in many
jurisdictions. However, not all will
benefit equally. Taxes are paid
only 1o those jurisdictions within
which the plant boundaries lie. For
exumple, the Umatilla school dis-
trict will receive no direct benefit
from the Increased assessed value
of the plant itself, Other tax dis-
ricts will also be called upon 1o
provide disproportionate amounty
of services necessary 1o ACCOMMo-
dute the population increase. Some
mechanism must be found to re-
distribute a portion of the in-
creased 1ax benefits 1o the whole
area. There are many alternatives,
but this will have to be worked
out by local community leaders

In addition to the taxes paid by
Alumax itself, the employees will
pay property laxes on approxi
mately $56 million wssessed evalu:
ation. 1t is also estimated that
$770,000 will be generated from
annual employee state income tax
and another $600,000 in gasoline,
alcohol and cigarette taxes.

The net overall effect of the
increased tax base resulting direct.
Iv or indirectly from the building
of this sluminum plant in our com:
munity will be decreased per cap.
ita taxes in all but one jurisdiction.
With the efforts now underway,
even this one jurisdiction should
also have a net tax benefit

Ropﬂm of this entire series
dealing with “Alumax in
Oregon" are avallable for you to
wie in discussing this vival iave
with your friends, To receive
your coples, write lo us al;

303 East Main Sireet, Hermivion,
Oregon 97838

GPIBI'!G COMPORATION

Peaple working to build
a stronger economy compatible
with Oregon's environment,

This message from a concerned resident of Eastern Oregon has been published in the public interest

REFERENCE Copell, Howlanl Hayes & Merryfeld

Comenunlity |mpmct Analywis, April 33 1




