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Sale of Gillam-Bisbee
building recalls its past

By Justine Weatherford

The sale of the Gilliam-
Bisbee Building by Claude
Buschke to Larry Prock of
lone last week is causing *‘old
timers'' to recall some his-
tory

In the folders full of clip-
pings and notes that Rachel
Harnett has collected at the
Morrow County Museum, one
is able to find a great amount
of material on the two
families. Bisbee and Gilliam,
and facts concerning the
building bearing their names

The firm of Gilham and
Bishee was formerly Gilliam
and Coffey and was begun by
Frank Gilliam and a man
named Coffey in 1887. Alter a
few vears Gilliam's brother
m-daw, Timothy Bisbee,
bought Coifey's interest, The
firm grew and prospered in
the location where the Degree
of Honor Building now stands,
fust north of the First National
Bank

An old Heppner newspaper
states that in the late summer
of 1918. "Gilliam and Bisbee
Hardware purchased the Vie
Groshen's corner (at South
Main and West May Streets!
where they contemplate the
erection of a modern business
building. Thev will begin
construction next spring.”
Groshen operated a “pas-
time.” His son. Vic. became
Heppner city engineer, and his
grandson Vic s a state
policeman in this area

An Aug 7. 1919 paper
reports. "“The new two-story
huilding which is being con-
structed for the pioneer firm
of Gilliam and Bisbee on the
southeas! corner of Main and
May streets is rising rapidly
under the supervision of
contractor T. . Denissee, The
new building, when complet
ed. will be one of the maost
thoroughly modern in the city
The gstimated cost is in the
neighborhood of $50,000. The
entire building will be given
over to a general line of
hardware. every inch of floor
space being occupied by the
owndie. It will be one of the
largest stores of its kind in
Eastern Oregon."”

Another mention of the
building that year states,
“The Wells Barber Shop is
temporarily located in the
front of the Gilliam and Bisbee
Hardware Store. Its former
quarters in the Morrow Block
will give way soon lo a& new
concrete structure which Pat-
terson and Son will start
building ™

The sons of Frank Gilliam
and Timothv Bisbee came into
the store beginning in 1900
with Lou Bisbee_then Leonard
Gilllam and next Clinton
Gilliam_ Earl Gilliam joined
the firm around %M. These
Bishee-Gilliam men were cou-

Church
Directory

METHODIST

S8 945 am
Worship 11 am
LUTHERAN

S§ 9:45 am
Worship 11 am.
Children Choir, 9:30 am
CHRISTIAN

S8 9:45 a.m
Woarship 11 am
Even. Serv 7:30 p.m
NAZARENE

S8 10 am
Worship 11 am
Even. Serv 6 pm
EPISCOPAL

Communion 8 am
S5 9:45 am.
Waorship 11 am.
Adult Ed 10 am
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
S8 9:45 am
Worship 11 am
Sun, Eve, service 7:00
Bible Study Wed., 7 p.m

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Sabbath School 9:30a.m
Waorship 11a.m
CATHOLIC
Catechism Mon_ & Wed
Worship
Heppner, Sun 1lam
Saturday 6:30 p.m
lone. Sun B:45 am

Saturday worship, 6:30 p.m.,
St. Patricks

CHURCH OF CHRIST, Lex-
inglon

NS 9:45
Church 11:00
Sun. Eve 7:30
Bihle Study. Wed 7:30

INTERF:\ITH FELLOWSHIP
Bible Study, Wed., 10 a.m
340 Baratl Blvd

Sponsored as a community
service by
LEBUSH SHOP

sins and were related to many
“first families.” Clinton left
about 1918 and Leonard, Earl
and Lou continued their part-
nership with the only change
in ownership before they sold
ol being that Mrs  Earl
Gilliam (Mae) joined them as
a partner about 1918 Earl
devoted most of his time to the
plumbing department and the
shop: Lou was pretty much in
charge of the store, Leonard
devoted his time to bookkeep:
ing: when Mae entered the
firm she kept books and acted
as a clerk

In 1955 Claude Buschke
hought the firm’s inventory
and leased the building. In
1960 he bought the building
Claude and his first wife,
Margaret. operated the hard-
ware business until 1965 when
they auctioned the inventory
and quit business. They also
remodeled it to house state
and federal offices. John Key
had been associated with
Claude before Mrs. Buschke
boughl s interest, making it
a hushand and wife partner
ship

The 1965 auction sale dis-
posed of the firm's stock and
many of the fixtures. The
auction was managed by
Donald  Kennedy., Portland
auctioneer. In 1967 Case
Furniture Co. moved to the
firsl floor location

Mrs Harnett has gotten
together folders of facts on the
Bishee and Gilllam families
She has preserved copies of
Timothy Bisbee's diary which
chronicles happenings from
1575 through 1878, and a
dav-hyv-day diary written by
Frank Gilliam for the com
plete vear of 1884

Timothy was the first Bis
nee in the area. He married
Julia Wright., daughter of
proneer  Albert Wright His
son, Louis Evans Bishee. was
associaled with the firm of
Gilliam and Bisbee for more
than 50 years. Kav Bishee
Lou's daughter. is a teacher at
Waldport. Or . and often visits
friends here She has contri-
buted much to the museum
and public library
. Some notes published after
Lou Bisbee's death tell, “Gil
liam and Bisbee pumped the
first gasoline in Heppner. Lou

Risbee staved with the firm as
it weathered fire, flood and the
depression to help serve this
communily. He served on the
city council under  three
mavors. The horror of the
aftermath of the Heppner
Flood was a vivid memory to
him. but he spoke of it rarely
He knew the original citizen,
Henry Heppner, and most of
the pioneers. With his passing
the trout at Bull Prairie could
rest a little easier

The first Gilham in area
history was Colonel Cornelius
Gilliam whose historic jour
nevs crossed the north coun-
try. He came to Oregon from
Narth Carolina in 1884, In 1847
just after the Whitman Mas
sacre, Territorial Governor
Abernathy organized a reg-
ment of 500 men to wage an
agpressive war against the
Indians. Carnelius was chosen
as leader The regimental
motto was 11 our Colonel can
stand it, we can.”” The Colonel
as a democratic
leader who  shared  every
hardship with ““his boys

Detatls of the campagn
against the Indians have been
published in several history
hooks. Colonel Gilham was
accidentiv killed near Well
Springs. east and north of
fone. on March X, 1884 as he
and his men were returning to
ity o report lo
Governor  Abernathy  after
therr work near Walla Walla

In 1926 a thousand persons

was known

L regon

went o Wells  Springs  to
dedicate a plague to Colonel
Gilham . Leshie Scott, edifor

anil publisher of The Oregon
wan, was the principal speak
er. Wells Springs
claim to fame this

was the
man arca
had i the davs of the OUregon
Tril
o sinee the 1926 ceremaony
The next Gilllam. Frank, a
grand-nephew of the Colonel

and 11 has been neglect

contrihuted & great deal 1o the
growth of Heppner He was
born on a donated land claim
near Damascus in Clackamas
County in IRS4. He
when he came to this county
with his Uncle William Gil
liam Frank married Effie J
Wright in 1882

Three of their children, Miss
Ona Gilllam, Mrs. Charles
Vaughn (Hazel' and Earl

was 16

Gilliam are presently patients

at  the Pioneer Memorial
Hospital
Frank Gillam was the

mayor of Heppner at the time
of the 1903 flood and for many
vears following He wis the
local weather observer from
1911 to 1923 Then, his son
Leonard took the responsi-
hility, which is now being
discharged by Leonard's son,
Don, an employee of the
Morrow County Grain Gro-
The Gilliam men have
in the Masonic
orders for generations and
concerned and  involved in
community projects

T'wo of Heppner's historic
homes were o0c lI|_lI|'|i by the
Rishee and Gilliam families
Thee old Risbee home 15 now
owned by the Dlurwood
Tashes 11 15 on the road below
the Hepprer-Ruggs highway
The old Frank
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WO SURPRISED PARENTS were Mr, and Mrs. Orville

shorts, Star Route, Spray, Ore

when Mrs, Shorts gave birth

o twin sons wt Proneer Memorial Hospital, Feb, 12. Nobody

stispected twins'

) P
ild Thas
3 n the [irst sons
Muehell The Cathey
Birthday, was elated

The first son
Jimmy Loe at 984 They welghed 3 1hs
respechively. They join a sister, Crystal Dawn. 5
is the Lirst set of twins born in the Shorts

was born at 916
12 ozs., and 4

Jason Lee,

The parents are ranchers near

noting the bovs were born on Lincoln's
Gireat! We

now have a future

adent and a future vige-president!
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25 Main
Peodieton, Oregon
Phone 276601

Furniture
Typewriters
Calenlators

Cash Registers
Copy Machines
Vdding Machines
Dictating equipment

HEPPNER ELKS

B.P.0O.E. No. 358

79th ANNUAL

February 22, 1975

5:30 to 8 p.m.

music by

MElINDA ANN

(Roger, Lorraine & Ron)
9 p.m. to 2 a.m,

$8 per person

ELKANDOUTOF TOWN GUESTS ONLY!
(Membership Cards Will Be Checked At the Door

L e

Richard Wellman

Owner-Manager

Jerry Haines

Co-twner

Registration at the Oid Ford Garage beginning at 11 A.M.
Ladies Champagne Tea (St. Patrick’s Parish Hall) at1:30 p.m.
Lodge and Initiation of New Members at 2 p.m.

Seafood Smorgashord

THE LEONNIG FAMILY

Breakfast will be served at2 a.m.—$2 per person
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.*\ulunmt_i\_'e Funeral Home Optometrist
SHEHHRELL CHEVROLET, SWEENEY FUNERAL DR.E, K. SCHAFFITZ
ING HOME Oplometrist
Next o Hotel Heppner
Pre-arvangements, distant entrance.
removals. Serving lone,
Heppoer, Lexington, I6-0105 Heppner
Licensed funeral directors
Complete Sules & Service PEm, " . Phy“-’lan"s“".ou ' |l
iril & Main Hermiston P opan DR L. D TIBBLES
—— _I-:un_-niture g Osteapath physiclsn and
Bmldlr_zg_Suppllel surgeon
tat Natlonal Bank Bidg.
SEEUSFORALLYOUR Res. 616-9210 O 616-9616
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Construction

BEGINS SUNDAY FER 21

Remember to lurn  your
clocks ahead 50 you won't be
late for church or other
ippointments. Not the usual
time of year for this evenl but
like holidays, nothing Is as
usual

ADVISORY BOARD
MEMHBERS NAMED

The county courl announced
that eight new members have
been appointed to serve on the
Morrow County Mental Health
Advisory Board.

Appointees are: Heppner
teachers Ken Lemley and
Duane Neiffer; eegistered
nurses Sue Ellen Greenup and
Sheridan Tarnasky.  labor
representatives Dean Connor
and Dallas Harsin of Kinzua
Corporation; Rev. Neil King,
Boardman. Jim Frazier of
Sabre Farms and Carlene
West, lone

Warning

1975 Personal Property Returns
are due prior to March 3, 1975.
There is a penalty for late filing.

No second reminders will be sent
out by the Morrow County Asses-

sor’s Office.

Everett Harshman,

Assessor.
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WHO

DOES IT? HAS IT?
Service Directory |

BUILDING SUPPLIES
We leature Boysen Paints

TUMALUM LUMBER €O
Tim Moore, Mgr
112 SE Dorion 276-6221
PENDLETON

Cafes Lounges

CAL'SLOUNGE & CAFE

e, 8 [

See us belore you buy your
color TV or stereosyslem
WHALOX FURNITURE
ANDAPPLIANCES

W Hermiston Ave

T’;intinL

GERALD A JONES, M. D,
Physlclan and Surgron
116 E, Hurlburt. Hours
Mon, thre Thurs,, fa.m .

1220 pm.  L30pm:Sp.m

Fri Sam.-lpm
Hermiston, Ore. 57818

Wii-2201 Hermiston

Specialist in mived drinks
and lne foods
soll drink

RiG-5015 Heppner

——

RIVERBEND
CONSTRUCTION CD

Concrete Aggregate

New & Used

ALLTYPE
OF PRINTING

MANLA ENVELOPES
MOST SIZES

GAZETTE-TIMES

Furniture & Appliances

Radiator Service |

\uthorized Norge Dealers

2200 %, First, Hermiston
MET K0

Crushed Rock
Drain Rock
asphalt Paving
Fxcavating and Grading

Hermiston, Oregon
Phone 567-2124

Drugs, prescriptions

HERMISTON DRUG

Free Prescription
Mail Service
OpenSa.m. o7 p.m,
Gifts for all occasions.
Snnck Bar
11 Madn St Ph. 567-3472

s Furnace Service

Dick’s

FARMERS!
JONES RADIATOR
SERVICE

Now Is the time Lo get your
harvest equipment ready
before the rush season,

FURNAUE SERVICE

Sewing Machines

We service nearly all types of
furnaces: also  sales  and
serviee on new heating & air
conditioning units,
Phone 2767174
DICK HASBROUCK
W SW 1th Pendleton

Insurance

TURNER, VAN MARTER
& BRYANT
General Insurance

SINGER
Sales & Service

Werepair all
makes and models

GROGANS
Approved Singer Dealer

2118, Main
Pendlelon 2782352

Title Insurance

Floor Covering
feating

1676-H18

M&R FLOOR COVERING

Carpel. Linoleum, Ceramic
The. Kitchen Cabinets
Free Estimates

All'Work Guaranteed
Mutt Hughes

122 Linden Way
Heppner

RUGGLES-BOYCE
INSURANCE AGENCY
BIR-9625 Heppner
Ray Boyce 676-6184

Real Estate

JESS MASON
Licensed Real Estate Broker
for
Farm and Home Service

ED HUNT, Salesman
ON6-N52

MORROW COUNTY
ABSTRACT AND TITLE C0O.

Title Insurance
Office in Peters Bldg,

6769912 Heppner,

KEMIG FLOOR COVERING
Carpet. draperies, linoleum
counter tops, ceramic tile,
Mooring, sundries

Sales & Installation

330 S.W, 11th Butter Creek
Hwy, Hermiston

Monuments

Eternal Markers—bronze,
granite, installations, Vases.
Cemetary grave markers,

SWEENEY MORTUARY

Serving lone, Heppner,
& Lexington

704 ""Ppﬂer

UMATILLA READY-MIX

Open every weekday,
and Saturdays and
Sundays If necessary.

Phone 676 8406
or
HD-H164
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