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Jones-Harper shoot out in Lexington Saloon

By SAM G. MOMILLAN

Edward Jones, age 22, was
killed on Thanksgiving night,
Nov 28, 1889, during a savage
brawl which broke out as a
resull of an argument which
look place in a card game al
the Lexington Saloon. The
man. who Killed Jones was
Hiram Harper, & young ranch
hand who developed no per
manen! ropts in the com
munity. In the early days of
the West, poker games often
led 1o the kind of trouble that
no one really wanted. This
poker game surely did. In the
group of plavers at  the
gambling table were Jones
Hatper, and Art Minor

Art, the son of Elligs Minor, &
pioneer stockman of Morrow
County, was barely 21 at the
time of this inciden!. He had a
considerable distance 1o
travel ye! belore he arrived at
the respeciability he later
earned. The card game was
termunated when the argu
ment reached the intensity
that made 1t impossible (o
continue the play. Apparently
Ed Jones was the loser of the
argument, and, in a rage
Jones lef the saloon. It was o
his own undoing that he
relurned a few moments later

When Ed came back 1o the
sgloon, he had with him his
vounger brother, Newt Jones
Newt was not vel 21, but he
could pass for 21 Newt was
already building up a reputa
tion @s one who should be
a wide berth Hiram
Harper was slanding at the
bar when the two men entered
the saloon Ed Jones ordered
drinks for s party, and in due
course, spoke to Harper
Harper's reply  was

kely an expletive tha! would

given

maost

have been deleted in print
Whaiever i was thal Harper
said, the reply was definjtely

not satisfaciory, as both New!
and Ed suddenly anacked
Harper it a savage manner

Harper was knocked for
ward against the bar as the
two men rdined blow after
blow upon Harper s head and
face Harper then covered his
head with both arms, while
burving his elbows on the bar
Ed swung himself to the top of
the bar, and while standing
ahove Harper. proceeded to
kick ‘his wvictim in the
while New! continued the
attack from below

Harper. badly beaten, and
who was one bloody mess
nanaged 10 break away fron
his assailanis for the brief
imnstant it took 1o draw  his
revolver. Harper held the g
on both men, and ordered
them to back away and stop
the fight, or he would shoot
The brothers 1gnored the
warning, and jumped Harper

face
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a second time. Harper pulled
the trigger. A slug struck Ed
in the left groin, knocking him
oul of the way. Bystanders
carried Ed to a chair in the
salpon where he soon gave up
the ghost

Two more shots were fired
as New! wrestled with Harper
for possession of the gun. One
slug was fired into the floor;
the other into the ceiling. Al
this point Art Minor entered
the fight. He picked up a chair
and struck Harper over the
head with it. Harper was
dazed and fell back into the
stove with such force that n
was knocked from its base
The stove pipe came clatter-
g to the floor. The chair was
shattered

Arl  Minor's  contribution
enabled Newt 1o gain posses.
sian of the gun Newt attempt
ed to shoot Harper, but the gun
did not fire. During the scuffle
for possession of the gun, the
cvhinder pin had fallen out,
thus making 1t impossible for
the cylinder lo revolve. Newt
then proceeded 1o beal Harper
over the head with the butt of
the gun until he was slopped
by bystanders

‘Breath’
drive a
success

The Breath of Life Cam
paign in Heppner was 200.75
per cent above the goal set

This money will be used in

children who
lung damaging
sich as cystic fib
rosis, asthma, chronic bron-
chitis and bronchiectasis Cy-

research  for
from

suffer

iseases

stie fibrosis is a  genelic
nherited ) disease, and a
leading cause of death in
children. It occurs approx-
mately once in every 1500
births

Heppner  area  collected
$454 45 Mrs. Riley Munkers
and Mrs  William Heath.
chairmen extended their

thanks 1o all the wvolunteer:

workers and the donors

BOARDMAN (OUNCIL
FILING BY OCT. 4

Thres
doardman City Council expire
al the end of this year
Petitions  for  filing are
availlable a1 the City Hall

positions on  the

Thev require the signatures of
20 registered volers and must
be returned (o the City Hall
nol later than Oct 4

Note—

The killing of Edward Jones
in a saloon fight at Lexingion
in 1889 was reported in The
Bunchgrassers in an abbrevi-
ated manner since the many
facts required for a good story
were unknown at the time the
hook was published

The historical notes that
were available to the writer at
that time suggested that here
was a killing that seemed
truly typical of the portrayals
one sees so often in Westerns,
both on the sereen and on
televion. Continuing research
to make the full story come 1o
life was made through the
facilities of the University of
Oregon, the Oregon Historical
Sociely, and the Morrow
County Museum. Thus, we
now have the story as it was
known 1o the people of
Lexington and Morrow County
in 1589,

Attention wasthen given the
lifeless body of Ed Jones. The
slug which had entered his left
groin had come out through
his right hip

Harper was beaten very
severely, and blood  was
streaming from his many cuts
and bruises. He made his way
through the rear door of the
saloon, climbed over a board
fence. and got to h: hotel
where he was washed and
treated for his injuries

Colonel C. C. Boon, the town
constable, was summoned, as
Harper wanted the proiection
of the law. Harper was placed
under arrest by Boon when he
arrived at the hotel. Mean-
while, Harper was tracked to
the hotel by the trail of blood
A crowd of angry voung men
gathered 1n the street in front
of the hotel, They wanted to
finish the job on Harper

So far as 1s known, this was
Lexington’s only chance to
stage a lynching, and they
blew 1. In the confusion that
followed, while Colonel Boon
held off the crowd, Harper
was left unattended Fearful
for s life, Harper fled the
hotel and “took to the hills."”
The angry crowd that formed
in front of the hotel had
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overlooked the possibility that
Harper might escape through
the back door.

After it was discovered thal
Harper was gone, a manhunt
was undertaken. The search
was given up after daybreak
when it became apparent that
Harper was nowhere in Lex-
ington. Harper had gone up
Blackhorse Canyon and head-
ed for Ben Swaggart's ranch
seven miles northeast of
Lexington. He knew Ben, and
he felt he would be safe in
Ben's prolection. More than
likely. Ben could have held
quite a crowd atl bay with that
old black snake he used to
wear coiled around his neck,

Ben knew what it was (o kill
aman. Ben had taken a man's
life in a Weston saloon prior to
taking up his homestead near
Lexington. This eircumstance
in Ben's life may have been
the reason for his intense
dislike for the saloon, a fact
which was reported in The
Bunchgrassers. Nol reported
in The Bunchgrassers was the
certainty that Ben had once
heen a participant ina killing,
At the time the material for
The Bunchgrassers was being
gathered, the wriler was
unsure of his facts in this
regard. and not locating
historical  evidence upon
which to base an assertion, the
matter was glossed over as
the reader might correctly
assume. Lawrence Reaney, a

. Iriend and admirer of Ben

Swaggart, has since confirm-
ed the story of that évent in
Ben's life

Hiram Parker experienced
great difficulty in reaching the
Swagpart ranch. I took
Harper the betler part of 24
hours 1o travel those seven
He wandered around
the bunch-grass hills, some-
circles. He had
endured quite a beating in the
Lexington Saloon, and the
effects of this beating left him
dazed and unsure of his route
den put Harper up for the
might, and on the following
morning the two imen rode to
Heppner where Harper placed
himself in the care and

imiles

fimes

cusiody of Sheriff Howard
Cn Monday, Dec. 2, 1889, a
preliminary hearing was held
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in the court of Justice William
Blair in Lexington. The court
found there was not sufficient
evidence to hold Harper for
the grand jury, thus the case
was closed. It may well be thal
Harper reasoned the case
might be reopened at anytime
should he by chance run into
New! Jones or any of his
friends. so Harper shook the
dust of Lexington from his
boots, taking up residence
elsewhere

Edward Jones was 22 vears
of age at the ime he met his
death in the Lexington Saloon
His funeral and burial took
place in Heppner the same
day as Harper's preliminary
hearing in Lexington. Jones
had lived the previous two
years on the ranch one mile
below Lexington which was to
become known as the Andrew
Reaney place.

Jones left a wife and child
He wus married to Rose
Denaldson, a daughter of
Samuel  Donaldson, after
whom Dopaldson Canvon was
named, Rose was 16 when she
became the bride of Edward
Jones in 1887 The couple
moved lo the Lexington ranch
at that time. The widow Jones
later married Walter Rich-
ardson at  Heppner. Their
daughter, the late Josephine

The '75s are here

Mahoney Baker, wias @
well-known resident of Hepp-
ner for many years. At the
time of her passing, Rose was
the wite of Hank Howell, a
one-time  sheep  tender and
shearer i the Hepprer area

The father of Edward Jones
was James Jones, a pioneer
landholder on Willow Creek
In addition to the Lexington
property, James Jones owned
land southeast of Heppner. 1t
was  about 1890 tha! he
naugurated Heppner's first
milk delivery from the ranch
known in later years as the
Frank Monahan place which
Terry Thompson now has. The
milk wagon was nothing more
than a buckboard which
carned five gallon milk cans
on the back. The milk was
measured out in bulk to those
Heppner customers who did
not keep a family cow

Newt Jones lived i and
around Heppner antil some-
time after the turn of the

century. By occupation he was
a horse trader. Using infor-
malion based on siories 1id
by old timers. Newl was an
expert horseman, and nol in
actuality, the rough and tough
hombre the reader of this
article may envision. Newl,
like many others who grew to
maturity during the early
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and vou'll find ane better idea

davs of Hardman. Heppner.
Lexington, and lone, had his
moments  when youthful
brashness led to exiremes in
hehavior.  According o his
birthdate, Oct. 22, 1869, as
given in his obituary, Newt
had just turned 20 when the
saloon fight ook place
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New!'s widow was (the late
Josie Jones who returned fo
Heppner to make her home
after Newl's passing. Josie
was the charming date for Les
Matlock when the wo
long-time  friends  attended

priblic functions, Her daughter
was the late Venice Stiles

Hunfers

4 '

)

| Special

I

4

6 ply 700-15

‘ Plus 3,11 FE1 40'82
)

? 4 ply Tib-16

{ CONCORDE Plas 3.04 FET 57.00
: L Itra Mileage Traction
L
; Handyman Jacks 34.95
I‘ Supplies are limited

: MILES

Tire Service
676-9481

The luxurious Mustana 11 Mach |

o wWith option
than ever

i wiser by

il V-8 eneimne tar 7o

1975 Granada

I[Il‘l‘\.l ![Jl.f.'| L'Fl.ll]‘ F-1

I.!f IVIRg ethiciency

ST =W S

|]|] Wist OREeY -WwWise

Providing round-the-clock reliable electric |
service . . . holding rates down as far as .
possible despite zooming fuel costs . .

| helping people understand the whys and |
hows of wise use of power—these days the
electric light and power business is a potful
of challenges.

after another at vour Northwest Ford Dealer'
Whatever kind of car you have in mind

small, mid-size, family-size

the buys are wiser al vour Northwest Ford Dealer's
See his full line of new Fords todav!

Solving these and other problems through
planning, purpose, and hard work is our
responsibility. And with us—your locally
owned electric system—consumers' needs
and interests come first and foremost.

That's our pledge to you.

FARLEY MOTOR CO.

Heppner, Oregon

Columbia Basin

Electric Co-op, Inc.
Heppner , Oregon

“Always willing to give a helping hand”

126 East May
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