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Morrow County Museum

Haven for the history buff

By GLENN MORRISON

Up until the eariy 1960s the
oniv way 1o learn the history
of Morrow County was to chew
the fat with the oldtimers or
read locally written books
But then the Morrow County
Museum came into exisience
and the county’s history was
no longer hearsay or opimaon

The brick building currently
houses the museum, and
mncludes the Morrow County
Library which occupies the
northern portion of the struc-
ture

The building was donated 1o
the county by Amanda Duvall
m memary of her hushand
Harry Duvall. and her daugh
ter. Ema Duvall A formal
dedication of the facilites was
held Mav 30, 1960

The museum has been
furnished with many privaie
antigue collections and many
donated items which serve o
tell & stary of the past

Upon entering the museum
the first swiking display
to mee! the eve is a posial
booth which with its leaded
windows, brass screen. and
watchiul postmisiress, guard-
mg the door I ommpresent
fashion

The booth was a replace
ment for the origmnal postal
boolh m the lone Post Office

which burned May 18 1918 In
time the posial box holding
structure was outdated. and
through vanous hands finaily
reached the museum

The room reveals anliques
and glass cases containing
articles of the past which
seem Lo be suspended in Lime

Hos! and guide for the
museum : Rachel Harnet!
who allernates her time be-
rweern opening and displaving
the museum on offseason
weekends and researching
documenting, and filing the
county's history during the
rest of the week

Her explanation and de
scription of the exhibits and
articies in the museum take on
a realistic, personal interest to
her audience The guest reg
ister near the entrance shows
tHa! travel and history buffs
from throughou! the United
States have tourad the mu
seum under Rachel’s gud
ance

Centered I anc
mam room of the museum in a
long glass counter contaming

the first

a fascinating coliection of
foreign and unusua! coins It
this display are coms fron
couniriEs around the worid
manv of which are antigue or
valuable 1n their own right
Paper money from around the
worid as well as several bills

This displasy blends the delicate craftsmanship of china and
siiver with the stateliness of the haad-tooled case

of currency from Lthe Con-
federate States are exhibited
A collection of presidential

and national election cam-
paign ribbons are also in
cluded with other curios in the
counter

Around the walls of the main
room are glass cases con-
laining antiques of every
shape and description. Within
the confines of these cases lie
collections of antigue plates,
porcelam and jewelry which
remind housewives of davs
gone by

One case is filled with
arrowheads and stone impie-
ments used by the original
settlers of Morrow County, the
indians Some rocks showing
Indian hierogivphics are dis-
plaved, along with various
forms of Indian beadwork and
handcrafts

Another exhibit contams a
collection of medical para
phenalia once belonging to Dr
Louis Shiplev, the earliest
school-tramed doctor 1n Mor
row County. The collection
ncludes Dr Shipley's surgical
nameplate, and
some of his textbooks used in
his education at Willamette
where he became
the first doctor schooled In
Oregon mn 1869

Also in the exhibit are
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denistry lools belonging to Dr
B.F. Vaughn, who drowned in
Heppner's 1803 calastrophic
flood, and other medical
artifacts of Heppner's early
doctors

A huge ormamental wooden
desk, once owned by Dr
Charles Chuck, fills one end of
the room and is filled with
interesting articles, including
several old family Bibles

The last copy of THE
DAILY CITIZEN of Vicks
burg, Mississippi, before the
newspaper office was cap
tured by the Union forces on
July 4, 1865 is displayed in the
museum The “wallpaper’
edition copy was taken off the
stilled press by a soldier who
kept the souvenir. Through
many hands, the paper ended
in its current resting place

Upon entering the second
room a glass walled parlour
filled with statuesque fashions
and furnishings greets the
visitor The fashions are no!
re-copied articles of clothing
but rather original clothes
which probably once graced a
mail order catalogue or
glassed mn display window ir
one of Heppner's early da)
shops

Ome wall of this second roon
1= commanded by a rack of
glassed frames filled with
early day photographs of
Morrow County Frames of
the rack are collected inu
sections of Lexingion, Park
ers Mill, lone. Hardmar
Stanfield, Arimgton and the
Klamath Falls-Bend area. Ir
the rack are alsoc man)
pictures of early day whea'
harvesting operations, along
with photos which depict (he
early influence of the shee;
and cattle business on Morrow
County

Adjoining the rack 15 &
display depicting the 1%
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Heppner flood in photographs
before and after the tragedy.
and many newspaper ac
counts of the flood Further
information on the flood and
Its consequences can be
obtained from Rachel's files
which contain the mos! accur-
ate death list of the flood
which she lerms “as complete
as we can get at this time.’
In this room is a photo-
graphic eguipment collection
showing cameras and acces-
sories probahly used 1o obtain
the photographs which so
graphically show Heppner in
the early days. A lantern shde
projector which once pro
jected psctures in the Metho
dist Church stands in statels
tin grandeur in the small
room  Foremost in the room 1=
an ornaté pano which orig
nated in Sweden and through
many travels found itself here
among other relics of the past
A third room houses an
assortmen! of Eastern Oregon
wildlife, stufied and mounted

which includes species of
birds wildeats lizards
snakes, covoles, fish and
many jusi plam varmits

(ddities such as a two-headed
call and a mermaid are als
preserved tn the two large
display cabinets

The museum’s fourth room
i filled with a freestanding
epllecton of articles ranging
from several pump organs to a
i high
the now defunc

collection school &
wards from
Lexington High School Sey
eral early Deausy
appliances, meluding a

selter. with 11s col of

and shining chrome mus! have

impressedg many a cusiomer
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Anita Davidson wins UN tour

Anita Dawidson has been
selected as the Umatilla-
Morrow County district win-

ner in the annual United
Nations Pilgrimage for Youth
speak-off

Anita was chosen from a
group of competilors repre-
senting high schools through-
out the two-county area. After
winning  Heppner High
School's essay contes! she was
entered in the district com-
petition where the essays were
delivered 1o a pane! of judges
which made the final selec-
tion

The competition is staged at
the Pendieton 100F Hall
annually to select a district
representative which 15 a

earlv dav homes An inlad
wood table made by Clark
Davis of Lexington is sad to
be inlard with pieces of
driftwood from the 1903 flood
and given as a present al an
early Morrow County wed
ding

The final room of the
museum contains an exten
sive gun collection showing
firearms and  accessories
ranging from octagon bar
reled deerslavers to an as
sortment of pocket and
paim” guns. This room
abounds with saddles riding
tack, tools and farm imple
ments which required elbow
grease and muscle rather than
loday’s electric and gas de
VICOS

This briel summary in no
way lelis the extent of the
museumn s contents. Explana
lory noles guide the viewer 1n
= observatipns which usually
settie all questions concerning
iates anc origimal ownership

nose Interesied In viewing
this presentation of Morrow
wnty = past should not plar

anvthing else for an aflernoon
he museum  conlams
nough history to Dl amy
noon 1or (hé voung or

warded a month long tour of
the United States

The lour visils various
national monuments through-
out the country and includes a
week-dong study and observa-
tion of the United Nations

Anita’s brother, Greg, was
last vear's district represen-
tative on tour and during this
vears's competition Greg
gave a brief talk of his travels
with the lour last summer

Anita's observation of inter-
national politics at the UN will
round out a vear of observing
government on the state and

national levels as she has been
selected to atlend both the
state and national 4&H Club
Conferences. After being se-
lected as one of the 4 top 4-H
Club members  in ('regun,‘*
Anita attended the state
conference in Salem and will
attend the national conference
in April.

The UN tour will begin in
July

Jim Swanson has purchased
the trailer home of Mr and
Mrs. Clarence Mcintosh
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CAREFREE TOURS & TRAVEL SERVICE |
PENDLEY

276-4821

i e e ' ot

for economy cars

Pinto, Maverick, Mustang |I

On Display This Week:

1974 LNT 880 Ford Truck with tandem rear axle
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Here is the Farley Motor Co. crew who serves your
automotive needs. From the left, Alice Soward, Jim
Farley, Walter Edger, Dan McBride, Oral Wright
and Clarence Baker.

Free coffee and doughnuts for everyone!

--The place to buy your new
BUICK, PONTIAC, GMC, FORD

FARLEY MOTOR COMPANY

Heppner




