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Hopefully a combination of the
use of chemicals and a

biological control will help
control a serious range weed

problem.

This should make it under-

standable that we will need to

continue to spray diffuse

knapweed with effective
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Harold Kerr, Morrow County Agent, released the

small European fly fur biological control of diffuse

knapweed.
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The biologicul control of

diffuse knapweed is of real
interest to landowners in at
least five counties.

The weed is mainly a

problem on rnngeland, but it is

spreading Into hay and pas-

ture land.
Diffuse knapweed was first

identified by Nels Anderson,
Morrow County Agent, in 1951.

In the 20 years since that time
it has spread and probably
severely infests 50,(MM) acres of

runge land in the Columbia
ilasin.

Chemical control of diffuse
knapweed is effective if all of

the infested area is sprayed
regularly over a 3 - 4 year
period. This has proven to be

impractical due to cost and
Hie problem of everybody
agreeing and participating In

a spray program. New areas
are isolated infestation should

certainly be sprayed with

2.4-- since 100 per cent control

by biological means will never
be obtained.

The small European fly

(Urophora affinis), which was
released last spring in Morrow

County as a cooperative
project between the Extension
Service und the Morrow Soil

und Water Conservation Dis-

trict, is our only hope of

getting rcusonahle control of

the diffuse knapweed.
The tiny fly, just slightly

larger than a mosquito,
emerges from infested seed
heads and lays eggs in

budding new plants two or
three days after emerging.
This may continue for as long
as three weeks. Each female
is capable of laying 120 eggs
during her three-wee- k life
time. The eggs develop into
a larva in three or four days
and enter the interior of the
budding knapweed seed head.
Some larva pupate and pro-
duce a new generation the
same year; however, the
majority reach maturity and
stay within tiny galls found
within the seed pod. This
causes sterility of that seed
head and therefore reduces
the potential for reinfestation
of the weed, which usually
behaves as an annual.
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See our line of work clothes

Men'sGardner's ear
Protect valuable

farm property...
and profits, too!

Insure with us. Heppner
for Fine Men's Wear

"Headquarters
Our moderate cost policies will

insure your farm and workers,

protect you from financial ruin.

Turner, Van Marter & Bryant
Insurance

Heppner, Ore. for The Ranchers
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Sure
cure tor
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SERVING ALL

OF MORROW COUNTY
With A Full Line of

Agricultural Chemicals
and Fertilizers

For Dry Land & Irrigated Farming

"Growing with Morrow County"

HEPPNER INLAND CHEMICAL

Phones Borlex 989-852- 5 Heppner 676-910-3

Boardman 481-531- 1

Gene Trumbell, Boardman, Mgr.

If you work hard on your feet all day, you'll really
appreciate the comfort of Red Wing work shoes.
And hesides their famous fit and lasting comfort

they're built to stand up to the toughest work

you do. Try a pair soon.
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