GAZETTE-TIME

The potutoes were great (his year, says Mr. and Mrs,
Paal Tavior. who have 160 acres of them north of
Lexington, Here their son, Joe, 5, holds a 13inch long
russel grown on the Tavior farm, Harvest began Oct, |
and ended Oct, 21, The Tarm yields about 20 tons to the
acre, for which they are paid a contract price of $45 per
ton. 1 is, secording to the Taviors, & “very good vear.”
The Taviors huve been raising potatoes for the past 15

VERrs
Washington

two veirs here and the rest of the time in

Growers get the word

County's future is in
Boardman area'-Boeing

“Next year promises (o be a
year for crops and
grasses with the moisture we
already have," Denver Grigs:
by, manager for Boeing's
Boardman project told mem-
bers and guests at the annual
dinner meeting of the Morrow
County Grain Growers Mon-
day night at the county fair
pavilion

Grigsby spoke to members
about the rise and develop-
ment of the Boeing project and
other projects in the north end
of Morrow County.

“Boeing has put over 6000
acres in alfalfa and grasses
since the project began,’/ he
said. ““This vear we have pul
2.800 acres in pasture of fawn
fescue, clover and other varie-
ties of grasses. We ran over
5200 head of cattle and
average a 2.9 AUM, or animal
per acre, per month. We are
striving for 3 AUM next vear
and plan 1o put another 3,000
acres in green pasture.”

Grigsby pointed out that one
of the goals of the Boeing pro-
ject in Boardman is lo raise
beef and to increase yields and
values of the animals. “We
are trying to feed out our beef
in our pastures and feedlots in-
stead of shipping them out of
the area to be finished ™

Another way (o insure
proper feeding of cattle, he
said. 1s to build a feedlot and
use modern, up-lo-date meth-
ods in feeding. Boeing is con-
structing a feedlot which will

hiold 1,000 head of cattle, and
will use com sileage and
alfalfa from its irrigated lands
to feed out the cattle

“This feedlot will also
relieve pressure on the pas
ture which feeds the 5,200 head
of cattle,” Grigsby said

He admilted Boeing has run
into problems since the pro-
ject began.  “‘One of the
biggest problems has been
wind erosion. We have spent
more than $35,000 in research
carried out by Oregon State
University in methods o
control the wind erosion.”

Other problems have been
the Russian thistle and tum-
bleweed in the area

Looking into the future, Boe
ing is planning to develop the
desert land in North Morrow
County to raise and suppori
more cattle. Boeing has leased
over 100,000 acres and has
already started to put 16,000
acres under pasture, corn and
alfalfa by next vear

Concluding. Grigsby slated
that “‘the growth of Morrow
County lies in the Boardman
area with all the corporate
projects being constructed
The area in the nex! few years
will grow rapidly. but will
suffer from lack of housing
and a labor market."

Morrow County Grain Presi-
dent D. 0. Nelson followed
Grigsbv with the announce-
ment of Grigsby's 25th anm
versary with the Boeing Com-

pany

New directors are’ Larry
Lindsay, Ron Haguewood, Al
Bunch and Gene Majeske
The associate directors are C
K. Peck, Lee Palmer, Lyle
Peck, Tom Currin and Tom
Pointer

Steve Green, Pendleton ac-
countant, gave the financial
report of MCGG

Manager Larry Mills con-
cluded the meeting with re-
marks about the past year and
predictions for the coming
year

“The wheal price this year
was a life saver due to the
extreme short crop,”” he said.
“Wheat prices went from §2 a
bushel to over $5, while barley

ond

Discussions of a proposed
water bond election and the
allowance of trailers and
recreation vehicles Lo set up in
the city dominated Monday
night's meeting of the Hepp
ner Common Council

Steve Anderson city engi
neer, was unable to attend the
meeling to present a study of
his estimale of money re-
quired to modernize the city’s
water works, Cost of the
project. which will relocate

water mains and related

15 =enls

Vol %0, Mo

Heppner. Ore.

Thursday

November 8, 1950

EHEE

Now for the bad news:

- The 1973-74 tax
statements are out

By MARCIA BEDORTHA

The 1973874 Morrow County
property tax statements have
heen mailed to residents in the
county during the past few
tlays

County taxpayers have until
Nov. 15 Lo pay e first quarter
according to  Joyee
Morrow  County

Faxes,
Bergstrom
tax assessor

The statements have been
conipiled from the tax inlor
mationy Mrs. Bergsirom & ol
fier has compiled.  This i
ineludes the ap
exlended

tormation
||[.:I.‘l’r| i11|r|||'!':‘.
tax Hgures from the budgets
of the 25 taxing distriets i the
colniy
Morrow
probably will

LCounty laxpayers
look at their
statements and pay the bills
without trving to understand
the ramifications of budgeling
and 1ax assessmg. At one hme
the property tax was the most
simple of oll taxes. But the
legislature keeps adding Lo the
refunds,

nlisets

Ik ot

exemptions. payments-in-lieu,
resivielions requirements,
the property lax Is
ne longer @ sumple
Bur it is one of the

vt i
svstem
most
unpapular ol taxes

Foundarstand and property
taxes, mavbe alook into what
they gre and how they operate
would help taxpayers in Mor
oW Cournty

The Oregon law  provides
that all yveal property within

\his state and all tangible
persinal  property  situated
within this state. exeept as

otherwise provided by law
shall be subjected 1o assess-
ment and taxation in equal
and rateable proportion

Real property includes all
land, residential. farm, com
merical, and mdustrial build-
ings: and timber. These are
assessed by o county assessor
under general supervision of
the State Tax Commission
Ihe commission is responsible
for  obtaining  appraisal  of
Western: Oregon and is re
sponsible for administration

MARVIS CHITTY

af the Eastern Oregon Timber
Severence Tax. This provides
for taxation of timber on a
seyverance basis in the count-
ties in Eastern Oregon

The commission is also
responsible for assessment of
all utility property. real and

personal
Personal property includes
livestock. farm machinery,

moveable machinery and e-
guipment, certain boats and
vessels,  business  furniture
and inventories. The county
assessor assesses lhese pro-
erlies

Although this year HB 3247
adds farm machinery used in
planting, cultivation or har
vesting of farm crops &as
inventory for tax invenlory
phase out.” said Mrs. Berg
strom, “personal property is
heing phased out.”

The property tax collected
in each county is used entirely
i that county for support of
public schools, cily govern-
ments. county governments,
and special distriets such as

waler, sanilary, cemeteries
and parks

I'ne  amount ol money
rased in Morrow County by
property taxes is determined
solely by the subjects of
governmental units and spe-
¢ial districts

Each vear each disirict
body prepares a budgel ac-
cording to past experience and
further requirements. The
budget itsell is a listing of
estimated expenses [rom
which s sublracted an esti-
mate of anticipated receipts
The difference is the amount
tn be raised by taxes

Morrow County receipls
include the Eastern Oregon
Timber offsel and trailer
house ollsel

Once the budget items have
been approved, the ammoun!
of taxes levied is written, The
counly assessor determines
the budgeting requirements
by dividing this amount by the
total assessed valuation (in
thousands) of all property

(Continued on page 9)

New road complefed--
in fime fo be closed

Marvin Chitty, Assistant
Ranger for the Forest Service,
Heppner District, was guest
speaker at the Chamber of
Commerce noon luncheon
Monday

Chitty spoke on the new
Western Route Highway 518,
which connects Heppner to
Ukiah via Cutsforth Park.

Basis for location of the
highway was the need of a
cross Lie as proposed by the
Oregon State Highway Com
mission under the 1959 Feder
al Highway Act '

The Forest Service made
the preliminary survey of the
the late 1960s. In the
fiscal vear 1972 the availabil
ity of special Tunds from
the accelerated

route mn

Congress [or

road construc

nmber acess

tions brought on the contracl
for This ;;‘.n_r\'

The new road is 22 miles in
length and was completed u
123 dave ending Oct 12, 1973

at a cost of over $2 million

Benefits to the local econo-
my include lower timber haul
cost. increased access by
recreation users, more limber
available to local industries,
and increased timber reve-
nue

The highway. built under
supervision of the Forest
Service, meets all construc-
tion codes for state highway,
although the Staie Highway
Commission has no plans for
accepting the highway at this
time. Should the state accepl
the highway they would have
to maintain the road, anc keep
the road open during the
winter months

The highway is impassable
at this time due to the snow
and the Forest Service has npo
mtention of plowing the road
al thus tune

According o
road will probabiy
closed until this spring

Chitly, the
remain

7 inches of snow in

Heppner

Snow, ice grips ar

More than seven inches of
snow blanketed Heppner Sun
day and Monday forcing
closure of schools, creating
traffic delays. causing resi-
dents to stay inside (heir
homes and ranchers to starl
winter feeding

Snow  covered  Morrow
County beginning last Thurs-
day evening and it continued
to pile up with the south end of
the county getting more than
18 inches while the north end
got only a couple of inches

By Tuesday morning Adrian
Bechdolt, Hardman weather
man, recorded 18 inches of
SHOW

SOf course. there is a lo
more snow in areas outside of
Hardman,” he said. “If the
wing starts to blow, we could
have more snow on the
roads

In Heppner. weatherman
Don Gilliam recorded over
seven inches of snow Tuesday
morning. He reported over 42
inches of precipitation {rom

1.7 inches of snow on Monday

*Sa far this month we have
had almost an inch of precipi-
ation.” he said. The normal
[or the month of November is
1.44 inches

Aceording to the Morrow
County School Superintend-
ent's office, (wo 1o three
inchis of snow was reported in
the Boardman aod Irrigon
area Tuesday morning. While
schools in  Boardman and
Irrigon  remainded opened
Tuesday, snow forced schools
in Heppner and lone to be
closed

“All the 1100 miles aof
county roads in Morrow Cotin
Iv are open,” county road
master Doe Sherer said. The
only road thal has been
temporarily closed s the hase
line by D O, Nelson's, and thal
was due 1o ice

The county has four grad-
ers, three plow trucks and one
sander clearing the roads

“So far we have had no

reports of anyone stranded in

Saturdey's snowfall made fairviand of foliage.

has gone from $80 a ton e 3120
Prices on cattle and hay have
also followed the grain pat-
torn.”

Prices for next year appear
10 be good with contracts for
July and August 1974 delivery
in a price range loday of $3.60,

Mills pointed out that this
year and the coming year are
plagued with shortage prob-
lems

“One of the biggest prob-
lems facing us is the fuel
shortage. We have been able
to supply our regular custom-
ers, but we are unable to take
any new business. Al present,
we are overdrawn on our
allocation of gasoline for the

electi

work. miy run as much as
L2145 100

Anderson will be at a special
meeting at city hall tonight,
and the matter of a bond
election will be more fully
explored. This bond election
mus! be approved by the
volers before the State of
Oregon will permit any fur-
ther water connections lor
new construction. A further
meeting has heen set for
tonight

Present at lonight's meeting
will be the council members,
utilities commussion and city
attarney to decide what meth-
ods to use in bringing the
city's water facilities up lo
state standards

There is a possibility that
the state may allow a limited
number of new water connec
tions in cerlain areas of the
city after stale agencies have
reviewed the engineer's plans
for meeting the standards,
and after the date has been set
for the water bond election

The trailer problem was

the snow,” Sherer said. We
have pulled several trucks and
cars out of ditches. ™

Snow has piled up 20 inches
near Cutsforth Park

This snow reminds Sherer of
the snow of 1936 which fell in
November and lasted wuntil
April

“Wedidn't see the sun for 45
diavs. and snowdrifts were up
to 30 feer.”’

Oregon State Game Biolo-
gist Glen Ward reported he
heard Tuesday morning of a
possible Chinook windstorm
front moving in the area.
bringing possible rain later
this week

“If we have more snow with
a heavy rain following, a flood
situation could he possible,”
according to Sherer

Heppner wasn't the only
part of the state hit with snow
Most of central and eastern
Oregon has been hit hard since
Sunday. In Bend. 30 inches of
snow [ell in a 12-hour period,
foreing the town and schools to
close. The Dalles had around

month of November."

Mills assured members that
suppliers have adequate sup-
plies to Insure service for the
coming vear

Other shortage problems,
Mills pointed out, are in the
area of tractor tires, fence
posts and wire. "“We are ex-
periencing delays with these
items. In the future many
farm equipment items will be
in short supply.”

Mills stresseq thal shortage
problems reflect the strongest
agricultural demands in his-
tory, and said it dramatically
illustrates what a healthy ag-
riculture can do for the
nation’s economy

n!¢
brought to a head when Dean
Teal asked the city for
temporary permit for his
trailer, Prior to granting a
variance, a council member
observed that (railers are
being parked illegally within
the city limits

Many residents have ap-
plied for trailer permits: and,
upon removal of the trailer
have parked s smaller one on
the same spol without asking
for a city permil. The legality
of this procedure is being
studied by City Attorney Bob
Abrams

If the practice does violate
city ordinances, the police
may issue a warning and give
the owner 30 days in which to
apply for a variance permil,
good for 90 days, or a trailer
permit.

The action was taken when
it was found that some trailers
are parked on property with
no issuance of permits

In other action, the council
granted Heppner merchants
the right to hag all parking
meters on all Saturdays in
December

10 inches Tuesday morning,

with road conditions going
toward Portland becoming
hazardous

The coast and valley have
been receiving rain all week-
end. and reports early Tues-
day morning were thal snow
had moved into these areas.

According to the sheriff's
department, Umatilla County
has been one of the hardest hil
areas, with heavy snow and
ice. Motorists were driving
with extreme caution. Some
roads are closed, others re-
quired chains.

The weather bureau pre-
dicts & 70 per cenl chance of
snow fall Tuesday night and
Wednesday morning over
most of Oregon

Morrow Counly wheat grow-
ers were silting back and
measuping the snow. Wheat
growers who have finished
seeding are pleased about the
snow, other groweérs are
waiting for spow to melt to
starl seeding wheat.




