Horse sense
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ERNEST V. MHNER

e This 15 National Newspaper Week. an event nol
caleulated to bring you oul of your seal with whoops of joy
unrefined 1! 1s a lime when newspapers can, withoul
dppearing immodest, blow their own horns We are
admonished to suppor! the public’s right to know what s
going on in governmen! and elsewhere, to remind vou that a
free press is the people's first line of defense against its
Watergaters, real and potential, and tha! the First
Amendment tv the U'S Constitution states plainly that
Congress shall make no laws abridging the freedom of the

press

o But Congress is always busy making laws that abridgr
the freedom ol the press. So are state legislatures So are city
councils The laws of libel abridge the freedom of the press
nowever needed they may be The law tha! prevents
newspapers from publishing accounts of juvenile crime is ar
abridgemen! of press freedom and a restriction on the
public s right to know A free press is restricted when by law
ibeanno! accep! wan!-ads for a boy to mow a lawn, a girl to
dance in a chorus line or a man to drive a taxi. By law the ad
must state that a “'person 1 needed to mow the lawn. dance
nihe line, or drive a taxi. The free press is restricted when
governmen! bodies hold “'executlive sessions” from which the
press is barred. Each vear, in Congress and in 3 state
legislatures. additional restrictions are plit‘\! on news media
First Amendment For our own good. of

o spite of the

course” Would one sav tha! the federal law banning lobacco

advertising on television 15 & restriction on the news media

ri ongress can ban advertising of one legal and
. | canno! also extend the ban to cover

are legion. The
¥ linding new restrictions to
place upon i1 7 = and argued well, that
cenirols on the press serve as a “"prolection to the press’ as

18It according to Dr Frank Thaver

® Fields [or regulation of the press

lative minds are forever

argued legal

an ition ““The press
1 wished professor of journalism and member of the
s Bar. "needs the protection established through these
ontrols in erder to function as a private business for the
public interest * | agree. But th it the pomt here The
point here is that, regardless » desirability of press
ontrois. they do violate the letter and spirit of the First
Amendament (o the U S Constitution. To believe that we have
consiitutiona free press. but knowing tha

hvpocritic

esident Nixon's regard {i

well aware of Pr

indled him poorly trom his viewpoin!
American people are

well as far as the

Watergate. where Nixon loses but the
pubiic achievea 11s nght to know. In retaliation | suspec!. the
1] i ] i Smen must! oe (of
SOUr 3 niormalion lo grang jur
gxvep! states tha! have adopled a iaw 1o protec
gewsmen. Such a law would make it near impossibleto ever
find out wha! is going on in the government Which is
precisely wha I wanis
® There 15 another area where the federal government is

b ! newspapers under control. and that is in the matter
of ulations Papers he Gazette-Times depend
upon 1he postal service for distribution of its product The

v to control or abolish newspapers is to hit them in the
i what is happening Time Magazine was
cation by increased postal

been handed a rate increase of 125 per

rafes

period. On Jan 6 there will be ar

We h

Incregse Ve Deen promised

is Mg to brag about this Nalional Newspaper
ur own standpoint or from yours Except! we wil
Upon a newspaper s

in free. The public could help. and

mucn

0 ngnt juriner nroads

uiinnai

more (o lose fron

onsid

showid

We anly los¢

governmen! control of the press that we do
DUsiness. vou lase vour freedom

® This is & good hime to restate our policy

miiers (0 the Maill Pouch We wan! these [etters

deal witk v subjec! But they should be held to 300 words
i il '-\}'4.:'-‘\ ritten pages | The editor reserves the
mght o edi! Ihese letiers and (o aceep! or reject them on the
Basis of good tasie. Where there are a number of let
received on a single subject we will choose represen

ones representing opposing views of the sub) This avoids
repetilion of the same ideas. It also conserves newsprinl

ters. I vou
published

And all le

nas ot

please sigr

heen

shor! supply
i Jeller Inat
or more o! 1hese reasons
legitimate complaints fron
or example, we have been crilicized for priniing
10 ads in small 1vpe. From now on they
vpe. Readers also have asked tha! we use

ion o

wil

appear in larger 1

more “personal ilems.” like who had dinner with whom last
week nore of these flems. and hope vou will
phone yvou have news briefs of this nature
& ovierto. Ul Willow Treek fias 1 ail ngured oul Nixon
resigns and Agnew s omatically sworn m as the
\gnew then names Nixon as his vice-president

Is aulomaticaliy

s impeached. whereupon Nixon
sworn in as president Then Nixon appoints Agnew to fill the
vice-president post Evervbedy has been vindicated
is home safe. The admimnisiralion has vielded jts

v Doan
pound of flesh The national honor is restored And I'm gomng
for & Grink

Nominees listed
for co-op board

Williamette

The Nommating Committee lime, south of
of the Columbia Basin Elec Meridian. north to Gillian
wperative met Sept. 27 Morrow County line. wes: of
and sejected nominees for the range line belween range 24
Columbia Basi b eas! and 5 eas Elmer
appear on the balle! te be Palmer and Milt Morgan
violed om al The annuai meeting Rural Zone a! large. Enlire
At Condon. Nov svstem. Van Keetmann and
The followmg nominations Fr Cutsforth
were made: Cily of Fossil
Herh Wrigh! and Bob Boyles
Rural Zone 3 territory served in addibion 1o nominalons
easl o Morrow Gillsan by The 15 or
= Te— th of - . 1 make
Willkare Al al hh prminalons | herr sigr
oot | Linasiron Ire= I Nave peraiec
Rural Zooe 4. lernilory served eas daye prioe ‘
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DITO}
wonder il those who seek to put o moad through the homes
we who happer live on the side of the hill below the
roposed dan eally know wna! they want to do
Do they realize that at one time the hillside was a sand pile
hilds play™ I'm wondering if it would hoid the
Al [
¢ B f I

or two. They are people who

penple who n ever
have spent mo lite there and planned to spend
their re i th v patd for their land, they pay
the 1xes and t putl so much mto improving their
Doy know wha means to plant @ smali tree and hve
eré to walch it grow tall and beautiful” If it were vour home
el & pa  would be compensation
a nvolved, but none I'll
, orig ! i .ngimeers, the planning
MHES. N B GRIFFIN
Beaverton, Ore

FEDITOR
[ wish to tell a people as possible how [ feel about
C o n the county I have heard many
parent iizens publicly and privately
speak 4 vior and attitude of a few of the

an eXagee

I 1d our concern for the leens
r awareness of the potential drug problem has caused
raled tear and suspiciousness on the part of many

\ rstond the comments of others and
genuine concern for

area

jess | 3 5 1
i 1

ood about my

nitsunade

oeer

VOUNE  penpie

v fine group of voung people in the area
maturity, sensitivity and
as growing voung adults and | feel
mended. The teens need our love and
as they face the difficult alternatives

DAVIDE MITCHUM
Heppner

rug education

programs held

After Harp's presentation. a
tizen panel continued dis-
cussion of this problem and its

impac! on Morrow County
ommunities. (n  Oet 3
(regons new Jlaw on the

possession of one ounce of
marijuana became efiective
This law reduces the penally

liture parenis lor possession ol one ounce
eriminal invest T from $1.000 and one vear In
Uregor il o just S100

slon Crregon has thus become one

G

of the mos! lenient states in
respect lp marijuana use, and
the results of the new [aw are

o abaadiogd Yoe
S beivo il

officials evervwhere

uns are stolen

9.9

anlique snoiguns. a l2-ga
singie sho! and a 12-ga. pump
gun made by J.C. Higgins
} Paul Proudioot, lone. has
Xga =mgle shot sholgun. ong also reported the theft of a
kit pump shotgun. one W30 rifle from his pickup
N.caliber rille with scope, 3 parked along the road north ol
'mm Magnun th case, lonre Ot

»
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Where to write

S Mark Hatfield, 163 Old Senate Office Bidg.
Washington. D.C_ 20510 D

Sen. Hobert Pack' «d. 6327 New Senate Office
bidg.. Washingion. D.(_ 2G1e

Rep. Al Uliman, 2410 Ravhorn House Oifice Bidg
Washingtem, D.(" 20515

Rep. Wendell Wyatt, 414 Cannon House Office Bidg
Washmgion, 100 e35)3
N S O D T I

EDITOR

Regards to Willow Creek Dam, | never thought I would live
long enough to see it go in. but | guess they are to start next
< Ting

It won't be much of a dam It will go just above Teery
Thompsen's ranch house, and won't be as big as Penland
Lake. 1t will not be for irrigation or for recreation: | would
call it a frog pond. 1 don’t think there are enough people in
Heppner to pay to pul in a frog pond

I will go along with Terry Thompson. People in Heppner
should look into it and see what they are getting into. You
displace families that have put half of their lives in building a
home, garden. yard, terrace, trees and a good lawn. Some
people in Heppner don't think this amounts to much, and
means nothng to lose a home If the house could be moved
where would they live while they were moving it. and where
would they relocate the house”

Bill Weatherford thinks losing & home doesn’t amount to
much o him Him and the editor get together and gets a few
shots of bourbon and blow off steam  What would they think if
a man look a dozer and started to push their places of
business over in the creek” They would vell so loud vou would
hear them for four miles. and raise more hell than the 8-hour
law

Thev make it sound so good, 385 men working by the end of
three vears What kind of equipment are going to use to build
this frog pond. a wheelbarrow or a hand shovel?

BEN COX
Heppner

EDITOR

Please renew our subscription. We enjoy reading your
paper

MR & MRS. FRANCIS REA
Portland

EDITOR

Your column on swearing was mos! interesting; however, |
thought you were in error on the origin of one of the words, as
it had always been my impression that it came from the early
custom of repairing pots by the tinker who then threw away
the useless bit of clay he had used as a dam and thus came
the “don’t give a tinker's dam" later abbreviated still
further

Your assertion that swearing needs proper “orchestra
lion™ was interesting. but it seemed to me that using it in
print agamnst a faceless group or individual whose viewpoin!
differed from yours. was not very good orchestrating. Now. if
vou wanted Lo set the migh! cymbals clashing and the drums
rolling. use that term on & specific person downlown some
morning' Te avoid bloodshed, you could carry @ list of
literary greats who've used the words and pummel the guy to
the ground with it

Being a ““fightin” country editor” must have ils drawbacks
but you seem (o have the spirit for it and the new life in the
(zazetle is much appreciated. The piclures, style, format, all
make for interesting reading. However, at the risk of being
hopelessiy backwoods, | would really like a few more squibs
that tell who had who to dinner. and wha went to Pendleton to
pick up who that s visiting lor a week. [! isn't earth shaking,
but 11 15 the stuff a community is made of. and though long
away from it. I like to share in the evervday happenings of
the people | see much too seldom

RUTHMeCALEB
Foriiand

COW POKES

a_z

By Ace Reid

“Tell ‘'em the reason we've got this meat out
here and not cold storage is ‘cause we're con-
cerned about the engery crisis.”

Mayor of Hardman

DEAR MISTER EDITOR

While the electorage is debatin the fite of the Mayor of
Hardman. | am constrained (like them cultured folks always
say) to make mention of the pet situation, which s mabe out

hand _
le there any critter in the world (hat folks won't take for a

pet? Zeke Grubb told the fellers al the country store Saturday
night that not only is Ihmumpmaﬂ'pouin!hbm
than people, the pets is eating better Zeke suid he told
lady jest the other day that he wished he could get treated
round his house
“kz‘;;e?‘nt; lady siid she had to look _afwr the dog cause he
was a pore dumb animal that couldn’t take care of hissell
Zoke said it was jest like he allus had heard, the dog adopls
the family instead of the other way around, and it looks to
ike the dog is dumb like & lox
h“!?utl actual, wfm on Zeke, he had saw where they is only 50
million American dogs, and that don't make but ane fer ever
four people Trouble is, Zeke allowed, dogs is jest a drop in
bucket of pets

m(l;et:-rul sw.?:mg_ the fellers was agreed with Zeke thal
{olks in this country prabably is supporting enuff pet animals
to feed another United States, and we got no call to poke fun
al folks in India that bet all that beef walk around und eat up
all the grain they can beg from us. Clem Webster saud hf had
saw by the papers where Americans bought 106 million
goldfish last vear

Ed Doolittle, tha! will jump into any convérsation excepl
politics these days, said he hid saw a piece in the papers
where this feller had a collection of 15 snakes in his house,
and they went from a foot long to one that was nine feet lone
now and would hit 18 feet when it is full grown. The item
didn't sav if this feller had a old lady around the house, Ed
said, but chances are he ain't and he ain't got any poker play-
ing buddies that drop around al night neither. Ed said he
couldn 't speak fer the next man, but as fer him, he never met
a snake he really liked

Old Bill Weatherford came pver from his wash house in
time o final up the discussion by pointin out that there is a
legend amongs! snakes that there was o mama and a papa
snake in the Garden of Eden and they wwr corrupted by
humans. Bill has been known o pull o leg now and then

Practical speaking, went on Ed. the pet business mighi
work to keep nature balanced He saud pe! shops do a hig
business selling mice and rats for folks to feed to snakes, and
somebody is busy catching or raising them mice for the pet
shops. Farthermore, Ed said, snakes that don't have to git
out and look fer supper can't be much of & snake anyhow
What he's waiting to see. declared Ed, 1s that Lock Ness
monster the Japanese is looking fer in Scotland 11 they find
thal thing. what country 15 gomg to gil o make a pet out ol it
Ed wanted to know

Mister Editor, | figger people got a right to pet what they
please. As fer folks general feed one kind of

probably evens ot

feeding en

animal 1o another, s

Yours truly

MAYOR ROY

Zelgler’'s

weapon

LESTER KINSOLVING

reported my guestion
what happened to

1ees

On Sept. 12 the New York Dally New:
during a White House press brieling, as o
those White House Sundav religious

In my capacity as o newly ace House
correspondent I had greatly looked torward to reviewing one
of these services | was more than surprised. therefore, 1o
discover that the las! one was on April 15, and, as of this
writing, none had been scheduled. The replies to my question
only confirmed my feurs

Deputy  Press  Secretary
somewha! taken aback
according to “no regular pattern
“will continue to have them

The Daily News went on to report regarding President
Nixon's Press Secretary Ron Zeigler that

“Zeigler made the same point in b
adding that a worship service mi
just to keep Kmnsolving off balance

As a reporter and syndicated columnist. | have recelved a
few kudos along with assorted fusillades of negative fan matl

But what can one say when Presidential Press Secretary
Estitte that the
possible purpose of a potential White House serviee could be

Just 1o keep Kinsolving off balanc

In gratitude for such a unusual istinelion. this column is
happy lo provide suggestions (or Mr Zeigler's KKORB K&p
Kinsolving Off Balance: Campaign

Mr. Zeigler ought 1o coniemplate the tact that while the
House and the Senate both have official hapliains. the White
House has none

For the past of White House Chaplamn. this ecolumn would
like to nominate not & fellow clergvman, hut rather that
leading laymen and close friend of both the President and
Frink >inatra

S

redited White

Warren answered
services are scheduled
and added that Nixon

Ll

that 1

1% chat

with reporters
be seheduled shortly

Fourtl

announces to one s colleagues of the

Viee Prosident

Mr. Sinatra. it should be remembered WIS onee seriously
considered by one Hollywood producer 1 flay the role of St
Paul. t1 remember this fact well_ for | can recall sUggesting
mmy parish bulletin that this same producer should consider
giving the role of the Viegm Marv 1o Z5a Zsa Gabor

ILis true, admittedly, that some of Mr Sinalea’s public
pronouncements have been somewhat Hut since the
mos! celehrated of these was direcied towards a lady writer
for The Washinglon Post. the \dmunistration should
have no grounds 1o disqualifv s appointment

Moreover, there are some who regard My
earthy . and
preacher and solois!

Chaplain Sinatra might even surpass the benelicence of
frequent White House preacher Norman \ meent Peale, who
sad recenltiy

“There's nothing wrong with
Thes,

sty

Y
vlXtH

Mnatra as

attractively besides he could double as hoth

e palitical leaders of this

country © duing o good ob
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