WAR WHOOPS, continmed

had vach taken his wife and
young children to the avails
able town within reach. This
foguired in many instanoes
Irom wo o four days with
their wagons and teams
through o country W hor re

bands of hostile Indians could

bt et wl any moment, Al-
though the trips were hazards
ous, Il wys the anly chojo
they had, The Bmilies from
Marrow, Gilllam, Sherman,
and Wasoo Counties were us-
semhled at The Lalles. They

camped outdoors undet prim-
itive conditions. The stay Was

usually for a number o
weeks, The conduct of
women was heroic, There

are po reports of any serious
epidemic resulting from this
concentration of  whalt  we
would now call displaced per-
sons,  Every  fwmily had
brought along its supply of
Iood, and the mothers were
equal to thw occasion of cook-
ing over camp lres und |m=-
provising beds and guarters
for their ehildren,

THE BATTLE A1
WILLOW SPRINGS

A large Indians
under Chiefl Egan of the Piutes
moved north from John Day
inito the Blue Mountains, The
wettlers and lownspeople of

loree ol

Umstilla Coonty kept rack
f thelr progress,
4 Egan had possession of
Canas Prairie (Uklal on
July 5, Sheriff John L., Sperrs
stunrted lor that
company from Weston, July
6 they marched from Pillot
Rock to Willow Springs, about
15 miles south, where they
were attacked by the Indisns
as they wore stopped for din-
Willkam Lamar, a school
was killedduring the
ttle. (Bemeomber that Mor-
row Jdid not beeome a counly
untfl 18AG-and was still part
i the county of Umatilla
where this action took pluce, )
e volunteers being tmadly
outnumbered began a retreat
and they were attacked four
times In about six miles with
the loss of one man, Harrison
Hale, He is buriedinthe Little
cemetery on Batter Creek
near the Currin Ranch
beneath & merker showing
that e died at Willow Springs
n 1876, Battle Mountain State
Park commemorates this bat-
tie,
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A RIDE FOR LIFE

During the 1878 war a band
of [ifty hostile Indians in war
paint rode up to the restdenc
of John 8 Vincent out along

Butter Creek, Secingabarrel
in the yard close to the wall,
they jumped to the conclusion
that it contained whiskey, Of
course they demanded some

o drink, and while Mr. Vio-
cent was getting cups log
thein  they lormed a ring

around the lrrel and danced
(n wild delight In anticipation

of o glorious Spres U pon
giving oul the cups, Mr, Vine
cent took to the brash, grab-

bed & horse and began to ride
lor his Llife. When the Indlans
found that the barrel con-
tained wvinegar instead of
whiskey, they gotangry, They
gave vent to thelr curses, and
would bhave killed Mr. Vin-
cent with pleasure |f they
could have caught him, He,
however, was riding pell mell
for Peoadleton and although
they gave chase for about
30 miles he reached safety,
On the same duy on which
this race took place another
band of warrjors fatally
wounded Charles Jewell and
killed a Mr. Nelson and a
Butter
Schiach, Pg, 246)

Mi. Skelley near
Creek.
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MEANWHILE,
BACK IN HEPPNER

It was learned froma squaw
known as Sarab Winnemuceca,
captured by Geperal Howard,
that the Indians in the largest
group planned o come
Ihrough Heppner, The lown
ecame very upsct and ex-
cited, Many families fled, but
those who remalned deter-
mined to build 4 fort, The
site was a lot  belonging
to A, S, Waells, back of
ihe Palace Hotel (The Ford
Motor Co, site), The fortwas
quite large, a cellar aboul
five feel deep and a roofed
structure covered with two
feel of dirt, Rifle pils were
also dug in commanding posi-
tions on the hillsides near
fown, A company was organ-
ized with Frank Maddock as
captain, J.L, Morrow as {irst
Lt and A.S, Wells as Second
Li. The government sent a
box of guns which were
greatly needed. Thus pro-
tected, Heppner was con-
gldered a reasomably safe
resort and people began flock=
ing in from all the surround-
ing hills,

Accarding to Mr. Schiach,

A fort had also been built
by the people of Long Creek.

The residents of that town
sent to Heppner for assis-
fance and Captain Maddock
out to their relief with
about thirty men, Indeed the
danger seemed now to be that
Heppner would be left without
an efficient fighting force in
case of an attack, as men
were now going into all quar-
téers in which Indians were
réported to have been seen
and taking the guns with them,
SUME INDIANS COME

‘A band of Indians did come
into town, but made no hostile
demonstrations; on the con-
trary, they professed great
[riendliness, They were, how-
ever, disarmed, assigned to
al unpccupied flat
in Heppner and placed under
arrest, One of the sgquaws
did not propose o remain
a prisoner, and was able
her Cayuse and
out over the hills on

sel

t mount
sirike

a

tallop, applyving her whip
vigorously to the horse's
flanks, Some of the Whites
wanted to her rather
than te permit her escape,
but better councils prevail-
ed,  An Indian proposed to
recapture and bring her
back, and he was allowed
1o make the attempt, but re-
turped shortly without having

shoot

overtaken her.

INDIANS WERE RELEASED
“So persistent were the
captured Indians in their

promises lo go directly to
the Columbia River and to
refrdin from all hostilities
against the whites that it was
finally decided to give them
their liberty. They had not
been gone long before Mad-
dock and his company re-
turned from Long Creek, re-
porting that they had found
Nelson and Skelley dead on
Butter Creek and Charles
Jewell badly wounded, This
added greatly lo the exeite-
ment, and had these facts been
known before the Indian pris-
oniers were freed, it would
doubtless have gone harder
with them. But owing tosome
change in the plans of the
confederated tribes, none of
the warriors came near Hep-

pner, 5o the wiar was loughl
out, the excitement subsided,
and no citizen of Heppner was
molested,'

A FAVORITE INDIAN

Mr. Ed Clark, Hermiston
has painted historic plctures
on hides of life in the days
of his grandfather, Oscar
Clark for whom Clark’s Can-
yon, I named. He has ro-
counted Incidents about those
days and about his childhood
experiences at the mouth of
Clark’s Canyon just north-
west of Lexington. "*Old Blind
Jim, the chief of a small
group of Columbia River In-
dians is especially remems=
bered. He is supposed to have
directed Oscar Clark to the
spol where Oscar settled
Which the Indian said would
be a fine place toraise cattle,

(Ed, Note: Since the article
wis written, Mr, Clark has
passed away)

Josie Rhea Jones (Mrs,
John Newton **Newt'' Jones)
who died in May 1970 at the
age of 96 just one week after
the death of her daughter,
Mrs. Venice Jones Styles,
told Mrs. Harnett about In-
dians she remembered from
her childhood, Josie was a
daughter of Columbus Rhea
a lirst settler on Rhea Creek,
She said her parenis were
always kind to the Indians
who visited, She says Chief
Joseph and some of his peo-
ple visited them, One Indian
she particularly remembered
was ''0Old Blind Jim'" who
was always led by a squaw
and who visited regularly,
fn 1878 the Indians didn't
bother the Rheas.

EDITOR REDINGTON
VISITS BLIND JIM

['he Heppner Gazelle's first
editor J,W. Redington wrote
oI an evening visit with Blind
Jim, “Blind Jim was the chief
of a small tribe of Indians
called Columbia River Repe-
gades, who speared salmon
on the river when they were
running, and hunted b(‘.!‘fil-f-,'
elk, bear, and other game in
the Blue Mountains in the
good old summer time, When
I called on Jim one evening
he was glad to see me, al-
though he had not seen anv-
thing for 10 years, His other
senses were strong, and he
recognized most people when
they told him who they were,

“Jim was sitting in front
of his teepee near Heppner
and while we had our wa-wa
or talk, we feasted on dried
venison as a sort of between
meal diverson, He was sit-
ting on the ground, and the
strip of meat he was eal-
ing was as long as your fore-
arm, and while he held one
end in ‘his teeth he cutl off
an inch close to his mouth,
chewing it up then coming
back for more. The close-up
wacks that he made on that
meat looked 4s though on the
next he would cut off his nose~
but he did not, He could not
see, but his strong sense of
distance told him just how
near he could come to his

War Whoops, continued* in
next section




