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You May Not Remember 1903

DAYS OF SORROW It HEPPNER

Awful Destruction of Life and Property

- Dan Stalter, who lost his wife and ix

Caused by Cloudburst.

141 BODIES HAVE BEEN RECOVERED

The Dead and Missing Number About ..JUI“‘"”"“‘ Ao B i

--2000 ]

Men Now Engaged in

Rehef \f\rork Here.

Without a second’s warning, a
Yeaping, foaming wall of water, 40
feot in height, strack Heppuer at/|
about b o'clock Sunday afternoon,
sweeping eyerything before it lllu_l

Jeaving only death and destruction |flood could be realized.
channel of the ocreek the wall ofl

in its wake, -

Notbing in the history of the
Western country can compare with
1he awlul dispster, and it can only
be realized by eye wllul-snpn

To the middle of the afternoon |
dark clouds commenced to nap- |

pear in the south and a ehort time | ﬁ‘ﬂllﬂ‘lﬂ
‘.)ﬁfura the ﬂood n beavy rain fllljf!" "I'l“l“"l-'

wolmdienéed ™ Witk an electrical
#lorm,

The raicfall wns not heavy
enough here to cause noy alarm,
anpd as the rain came down thick
and fast, the "people were plensed
1o see a good souking rain which
mas needed to help out the crops.

DOwing to the roar of thunder and
4ho noise cansed by the heavy rain-
£all, the roar of the awful torrent
was not heard, and a great many
people knew wothivg of it until
Aheir houses commenced to move,

Even the people on Main street
wad through the business portion
svere not aware of anything until
1he overflow of the chanvel com-
menced tooome down the street
and move some of the wsmaller
wooden business buildings.

There was & wild rosh for the
%ille amid sceuves that are in-
«lescribable,

- 'Words cannot express fhe horror,
dhe awful deetruction. Entirely|
Melpless, from the hillsides, the
survivors watched the terrible
wyaters take their course. To at-
tempt to battle the great waves
aneant only sucide without being
able to able to accomplish any-
thiog.

_ The clondburst covered a large
territory, the mein portion strik-
ang aboat eight miles above Hepp-
mer on Balm Fork, a prong of
Willow oreek.

For miles all the draws and
little ereeks Jeading to the Willow
creek valleywere flooded and mast
haye reached (he main slream
aboub the same time.

The first warping that the peo.
J in the busivess portion bad
<vaa when the lurge two story resi-
denoce building of T. W, Ayers left
ita foundation and swang around
upm sireet and crashed into

on soma wooden build-
‘ jmhlk ol the Palace hotel.
was at the power
4 family was at home,
Bulldiog started. They

JA)'er.l, Frank Roberts and raveral

(othera. The family came down on
a ladder. and were taken out un-
[ injured.

By this time the terrors of the
Tn the

water was at least 40 feet deep and
the creat of the stream seemed to
be at least ten feet higher than tla

overflow on the kides. Dark and|we beat the flood,” were (.2 words of

mnddy, lashing like a gtorm at een,

houses  woere picked wup like
Up the buildings would
around il 4ane

Ciavhing to pieces like they ¢ were
m afde ol glue,

It is certainly wonderful that so
many people secaped, It was only
a watler of lock in gelting onto
drift that went to shore.

The terrible scenes as yiewed
froin the Lill tops ean be compared
to & horrible uight mare. Cling-
ing to drift were the unfortunate
vietims, up and down in the un-
equal  battle  where they were
gwallowed up like rats in a cage.
Poplar trees, over two feet in
diameter were snapped oﬂ like
corpatalks,

Miny were the thrilling snd bair
breadih escapes.

Phil Cohn, whose family was out ol
tawn, was &t home aod aslesp whes the
flood struck his house, he stayed with
the bailding uotil it went to pieces and
for a mile he clung to wreckage, going
under 8 hall dozen times or more, and
finally waa able to erawl out more dead
than aliye in W, O, Minor's alfalfa feld:

Mr, and Mrs. Geo, Conser eseaped al
most miraculously, When the water
struck the house, Dr. Mc8words, J, L.
Ayers, and a Japanese servant made
a rogh from the building and were all
loat. »dr.nnd Mrs. Conser stayed with
the' bhirding. They ran vp stairs and
the lof ar part of the struclure was soon
carried away. Staoding io water up to
their necke, alter all hopes had vanished,
the upper part of the building they were
fodged against anciher baoilding, and
Mr. Conser kicked oat & window and
both were u\red_.

W. (% Minor's family had a thrilling
experience, They ran to the upper
story of thelr home and the building
dunced on Lhe wavealike a stick of cord-
wood uptil all the lower part was gone,
The upper story was mashed 10 pieces
and all but the room in which Mre. Minor
and daughier werein when the wreck
fioally lodged near the M. E church.
Thev wesn taken oul through a window
aod savedl.

Julins Keithley, 70 years of age, stay-
ed with Lis house until everything was
gone but the rool. He rode the current
for almost two miles, He saved the

| when the searchors were furced to quit

onto the roof and lhoy Y h floated to

shore., - I

children, escaped with > w of-his chil-
dren by getling into & dvw goods box
that rode the waves ll:"- fortunately
| washed to the shore. :

The water was at fts h.(,zht for on! ¥
aod whilli the waters

the seeviyors were or-

nbou: an loar,
] were receding,

commenced for the missing.
' 'I'ie waiting room of the lf-!rnt Natiopal
lhmk and Roberts” hall w» transform-
led into receptacles for tho dead and

by darkness, many bodizs, were re-
At the first appt:nch ol day-
Nobody
All were anxious b '.ngniu com-

cavered,

light the eotire town was out.

elept.

mence the search that hae Heen going
| .

had reach-

on ever ﬂll'l(‘!'

Before the rashing lnrml
e the depot Leslie Matloc' and Broce
Eelly two expert horsemn:’t and old
range riders nmm.are-l.

“May God, Lexiogton and Ione, ean

Lipe, s, vmun

mnny llagunn\io n ore.

Many ranches inclodiog buildings
and crops have been roined.

The loas to the business portion while
not to be compared with the residence
portion will foot up thousands of dol
lars,

A portion of the east side of Main
street was flooded and the buildings
were lifted from their [oundations to the
street almost blockading the thorough-
fure [rom travel.

The town is now well organized for
the dispatch of the immense amount of
work. '

Public meetings were held Tuesday
and Wedoeadsy evenings and different
committees were
charge,

Mayor Frank Gilllam, Geo, Conser
and E. M, Shutt comprise the executive
commitles with office st C, E. Woodason's
law office, and they are doing graud
work,

J. A. Woolery, of Tone, isa "great
worker, in fact, there are hundreds who
should be menticned.

The work of clearing out the dehns,
and the search for the missing is now

| Matlock wa\.mg a wire ol ter in bis
hand, -
Not a soul thought it coul ' (e done.
s b dob.

PR TH

Srurds TN NA0s e

progressing. in a moal galisfactory

manner. ‘The workars .ave spportionnd
i, BIOAD 08 Ganas Fiyiaines

were out of hearing, clash’ went the |and the ifork 18 systematic,

crugl spura and (wo horees (sils that

gight, Over the hills and rocks, throe, '
their wild ride for life, Twice Matlock's
liorse fell, the last time on the rider's
log; but undaunted he leaped . into the
saddle and was away.
to Texington it was neck and neck and
an the little town was reached, Matlock's

horse dropped, sacrificed for human
life. HMe eecured a fresh borse and
striking the road they took even ¢ lmnces
with the flood.
vallev widens and the fall decreases,
and with the advantage ol the road, the
awilt running horses soon distanced the

The peopls ' were just assembling for
chorch. The whole town was alarmed
and there was a wild panicinina rosh
for the hills, but the peovle were saved.

Leslie Matlock and Brnoe Kelly un-
doubtedly saved dosens of lives.

At Lexington and Ione no cpsualities
are reported.

Heppner was a city of beautifal homes
and the main residence portion was
located on the banke of Wnllnw creek
for a distance of about two mllu.
inan hour from the time the water
struck all that was leit of this beantiful
resilence portion were hundreds of pi'es
of wreckage and death and destruclion
on every hand. .

From the best informalion available
at this time, the dead and missing, and
for the mismsiog =)l hopss baye besu
sbaodoned, will not befar from 250
people.

While only sbout 150 bodies bave
been recovered, there are many that
never will be found. Already bodies
have been found 10 miles away and it
thought that many bave been carried as
faraathe Columbla river, a dislance
of 45 milea.

About 141 residence buildiogs were |
wrocked and carried awsy, With a
great many ol these baildings not a
board remains to indicale that they had
ever been built. Inthe city slone the
property loss will probably reach $500,-
000, while sloog Willow .creek to the

1ile of W, Ayers, Jr., by pullieg him

Columbia river, the loss will foot up

stuck straight out were soon out of ' 2

Thare are now 2000 men and hundreds

: leams employed.
The survivors sud pufferers of the

barbed wire fences on tusyviwent in|awful disaster feel thankful and grateful
for the quick aod willing response at
the call for ald from the people of the
stale of Oregon. Workmen and supplies
For nine iniles | are’ coming in from many different
places.

Already $10,065 bave been pledged,

the city of Iortland heading the list
with §8,000.

Seyeral townu‘lhug were going to

From Lexu].gton the | celebrate the Fourth of July will turn
oyer the fund for our relief, Pendleton
being awong the list, but what these
amounts wilj aggre{nte cannot yet be

flond. They beat it an bour, to Ione. ascertainad,

The town is now in a deplorable con-

dition, debris. slime and mud is piled
up in great quantities, and it must be
cleared away or the liealth of the people

will be 1n great danger, The homeless

and orphan children are béing taken care
of as well as possible under the existing
conditions,

Heppner's createst need now je
money. The people of the town and

eurrounding country are worn oul under
With- | the awful strain and ‘we need money to

pay laborers to continue the work.
The Light & Water company is doing

good work and the city is pretty well
supplied with water.

Bodles Recovered.,

Mre. Mabel Andrews,
Cecil Ashbaugh,

Mrs Ed Ashbaugh.

Ed Ashbaugh'’s infant.
Gladys Ashbangh.
Erma Ashbaugh.
Nora Adkins,

Moses Ashbaugh’s baby.
Wm Ayers’ child.
Vastie Andrews.
Wm Ayers' boy.

Leon Banks.

Mrs Leon Banks

Mrs R Beard

Wilbur Beard,

Baby.

Baby.

Chinaman.

Chinaman.

-

appointed to take

Mrs Ada Curtis.
Chinawign,
Chit'e,
Chipsay

JHF¥ e

Carl Danis.
Chinanian.

Mg ' ‘weon.

Mrs Peicy Dawson,
Percy Itawson’s boy.
Percy Dawson.

J R DDy vaon,
Liloyc®*ata.
Biancha Estes

Mrs, Wi Estes
Mau @ Tiliott

' Florioce French,

Norw Flureon,

— Farmer
Bertha ¥iistoe

A. MGa*a,

A C Gigpr.

Mrs Lilly Hamiltom,
Harry Humby.

J .[.l Hoe F‘Btt

Hazel Havpes,

Mrs Banson Hart,
Mrs Hurhy.

R F Hynl & little girl..

' ]lert Hyni

rs Robe rt Hynd.
\luhal H. J\\’M'd
Mary Ho vard,
Mrs M I3 Huineg}
J I Harr's! '

o J v uunurt(I j’""""”

Mrs Thos Howard,
Frank Harryman,
T B Harryman.

J 1. Hockel's child.

~J L Hockett's child

Jas Jones.

Two Pearl Jones’ childrem,
Mrs Pearl Jones,

" Pearl Jones.

Amanda Jones, *
Mra Jas Jones.
Zeila Jenkins,
Jap.

‘Mrs Jesse Kirk,

Keithley's grandson.
Mrs Maund Keithley.

*Mrs Hattie Kintzley,

Fred Krag boy.
Geo Kruog.

Fred Krug's girl.
Mrs, Krug.

Fred Krog.

Mrs J M ¥ernan,
J M Kernan.

W W Lipsett.
Mrs W W Lipsett.
FPres Loo!:y

Jas Long

Mrs Jas Long.
Clara Long.

Jas Long's girl,
Maud Lifiler.
Mabel M*pry.
Mrs 5 M Morgan.
‘Wilford McBride.
Mr McBride.
Anna MeBride.
Alma McBrida,
Dr P B McSwords.
Zed 1a McDowell.
J W Matlock.
Robert Morgan
Mrs Thos Matloek.
Frank Oxley.

Mrs H Padbry.

J J Roberts.

Ora Robeis,

Mrs Jas Rober!s.
Ed Rood’s girl.
Mra Ed Rood.
Mra C. E. Redfield.
Amy Stalter
Robert Stalter,
Bonnie Stalter

MAY STREET was a river at

ing over used car lots of Hep
This view, taken in the darkn

WATER INUNDATED the Hey
swimming pool, causing extens
filling the pool with silt. Photo

ONCE BEAUTIFUL green fairwa
Creek country club became choco
in Monday night's storm. Arroy




