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Despite his stated contact with small towns and rural areas,
the average American does not believe rural problems to be as
important as others that face the nation. He ranks them low-
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est in priority among seven major issues and tends to set the
problems of the cities at a significantly higher level. Residents
of the rural areas themselves tend to view rural problems as
secondary in the national context and consider them only slight-

ly more critical than those of the cities.

In terms of possible solutions to community problems —
whether urban or rural — the average citizen believes first in
the concept of self-help. Only slightly below this in acceptabil-
ity are solutions that, although sponsored by either government
or industry, involve the citizenry and become self-help projects.

Certain slight differences are perceived by the public be-
tween the “proper” solution for arban and rural problems. Pri-
vate industry is seen as playing a more significant role in solv-
ing urban problems than in solving rural problems — probably
becs
areas to help. Perhaps for the same reason, the role of govern-

wuse of the belief that industry is not as available in the rural

ment is seen to he more important, relative to private industry,

in rural areas than in urban,
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