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The Quandary of Teacher Salaries

teacher ealaries in Morrow county a
without being settled, and
there must be some public

Negotiations on e
now going Into their third month
In light of recent developments,
confusion on what s taking place

When "‘ﬂ.(‘hf“l"ﬁ ”ﬁ| l‘“'l*"""“ a ﬁ.“"-y schedule |‘tl.!'
would increase the base pay 10 86400 from the present 5060
(for a new teacher with a bachelor degree and No CXperience’
and asked for an increase in increments to 5% of base pay
from the present 4%, it camc as @ shock to many people
here. Increments are the Increases allowed for attaining an
other step on the salary sohedule, which may be elther anoth
er veur of experience or additional training that advances
nn-‘i--:::'hvr on the seale to & higher level. As long as the
teacher remains In the district, he gets at least the expor
jence Inerement each year.

On the present schedule, with
increment figures $240 per year (4%

Wilhout any advance preparption ar
voming ofter poot economic years In
teachers’ request seemed out af reason

But unknown to many schoal patrons here was what was
taking p.ace around the rest of the state whetre perhaps the
economy  had been more prosperous Of early settlements
made. none wis as low as S6000 Of 23 settlements reached
by Janunry 28 In school districts elspwhere, the lowest base
wis S6.150 in one district. Eight districts came In with bases
of 86400: four established bascs of $6500; =ix set the base of
86600: und one, Culver, wis set at SGET00.

Wete it not for this fact, teachers here may not have
originally proposed the Higher [gure. Thelr request was not
merely for selfish reasans, but the certainty that it would I
very diffioult to employ new wwachers here with a $6000 base
when they would nlmost surely have opportunities elsewhere
at higher starting sularies.

(Incidentally, the negotiating committee Is not the in-
ventlon of the loeal teachers but is @ requirement of state
law. Ip setting up the commitiee here, the Morrow teachers
and the digtrict are only complylng with the lawi.

The teachers' first proposal, offered in Docember, 1968,
for the ensuing school year, Was rejected by the school board,
since its members know only too well the situation with the
poor crops in the years of drought,

Since that time, counter proposils and “'counter counter
proposals” have been made nnd rejectid, back and forth,

But in the meantime, the school board has realized what
i happening around the state, and lronieally, the original
positions of the tepchers and the school board have tended
to reverse themselves

After the series of rejections, the teachers in thelr latest
offer, taking note of the econamy, sgreed 1o remalin on the
present salary schedule—the =ame hase (§6000) and the same
increment (4%, Their only requested increase would be that
the district pay each teacher the full $13 per month that the
health insurance plan costs.

Now. rea'lzing the difficult bargalning position that the
diateiet would be in when it comes 1o hiring new teachers
with the base at 86000, the hoard has sought o work out o
schedule that will, Indeed, provide a higher base but seeks
to achleve this without sharply increasing costs of instruction

With this in mind, the board had made one proposal of
a $6400 base and culling increments to £200, which would
menn n 840 per yenr cut on the increases below the current
schedule. In effect, this would make more attractive salaries
for the new teachers but would reduce the incentive for many
of the more experienced tenchers with higher training

1t was after this district proposal that teachers ugreed to
stay with the present gehedule, provided the insurance pay
ments were borne by the distriet, Thig Is counter fo the OEA
recommendation that teachers go to impasse (deadlock) rath
er than accept a base figure below $6300,

The board surprised many by rejecting this proposal, but
there were three reasons apparent for the action: 1. Direct
ors now realize that the higher base s needed to securd res
placements for some of the teaching staff who will be leav-
ing. (In most instances, salary is nat the reason for leaving)
9. They feel that if the state sales tax Is passed and, under
terms of the bill, a district base (s established with & 5% limi
tation, the district cannot afford to be caught with the pros-
pect of incrensing school salaries In a later year under the
umbrella of the base, 3. The majority of directors feel that
the distriot should not pay the full amount of the insurance
premiyms—that the teachers should at leust share In these
payments which are designed for thelr personal benefits.

Consequently, the bourd has now come back with the
offer of a $6300 buse, increments of §220, and district pay-
ments of $650 per month (half) on the insurance plin,

This Is where the matter stands at present.

The problem Is a more knotty one than a person might
rofilige from the casual reading of the headlines. There is
every evidence that the teachers are not being motivated prin
cipally by selfish interests but that they are genuinely work-
Ing towards offering the best passible educational opportuni-
ties here,

Sometirne ago they realized what was happening around
the state, when probably mokt of the rest of the public didn'
see thiz point. Unpalatable as It may be to the taxpayer, ther
is a monctary competition for school teachers If we are to pro-
vide adegquate teachers for our students, we have to keep pace
and fuee this foct

The teachers cerfainly scomed to be Keeping the
munity In mind when they offered to retrench their position
te the curient salary schedule, and they are to be commend-
ed for it. 1t indlcates that they are enrnest tn their desire o
Serve

We agree with the board thit the full insurance benefit
should not be paid because we think it right and logical
that the teacher should share in this benefit that s designed
for his own welfare. The plan adopted here is a more costly—
and presumably better—plan than that in some other districts
where the distriet pavs the full sum. We can see danger in
going the full route on benefits for they may Increase cosis
to the distriet without providing a basically better salary
siructun:

At the same time, we feel it reasonable for the district
to pay i large percentage of this benefit to help the econom-
je position of the teachers without a major hike in district
expenditures

Under the clreumstances that prevail, It seems to us that
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THINGS ARE DIFFERENT now.
Anyone for a mudball fight?

AS OF BARLY this week it look-

ed ns if Al Bunch brought his
topsoil in and added to the
snow In the ecenter of Main
street instead of taking the snow
out and putting it on his field.

. L] -

GILES FRENCH says, in his

“These Things We Note" In
the Sherman County Journal,
[“Many people in southeast Asin
live in houseboats along the

However
pnd cuts the
far additional expenditure I required, It is not bullding &

et world be limited to n 5%

payment towards the insurance,
the economy
Is some hope that the state will offer more property tax re:

‘FFA .

bargaining for new teachers, but for the current
budper apain is faced with & begloning def

up. It would secm betler 1o
through

sales tax passes it Is doubl-
becouse the Indieation |s that
if the bourd only In-
increments so that no ma

(Under the terms of the pro-

budget in

problem, and both the mem

ammittee and schotl directors ha\'--
it sutisfactorily, with
seeking ‘o censlder the best Inleresis of evervond.
ould well take the position that the econ.
concern of thelrs, since they are professionnl peo
render and can quite readily find posit-
Tnat they have not token such an adamant
to their professionnl integrity

The directors, charged with the responsibility of providing
the best education for ¢hildren but knowing the plight of the
difficult position. They know
| that they must keep costs to » minimum or they face the
| very acute reality of the budget failing of phassage

We would propose that the salary schedule remain the
cume this year with the thought that groundwork be laid
gord increase for next year, probably commensurate
dlstriet could make substantinl

!l Involved

There 18 every prospect that
here, and there

could be informed and kept

abreast of developments in order to understand the problem
and to ovaluate it, rather than getting It “cald turkey
the originnl S6400 requesy came this year,

as

problems but if we were ap.

pointed s an arbiter on 1 commitiee to settle the matter,
we belleve that thig is how we'd look at It

Certainly it behooves sll to reach a settlemen: very soon
ar the vole on the budget will have to be delayed.
should occur, it could bring additional problems to the di
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Learn and Serve

FFA provides an opporiunity for youth in ngriculture to
SOTVE,
does not make these young people great

FFA organization
But
10 Eraw,

The
rather

anda

it pri-

excel, become

outstanding vouth-leaders for agriculture in America

citizenship and cooperation,

and the pursuit of vocationial and educational objectives pro
vide these young people with opportunities for personal
growth. Participation by members at local, state amd natlon-
al levels within the organization Is the hasic plan

An FFA member begins his carcer as a student of voca-
He has thus elected to begin his career
in ageleulture. He and the others like him find common goils

His opportunities in FFA are many; much more thin the

important in providing com

petition, experience, Incentive and encourngement. The mem-

in the classroom to his per-

somal agricultural situation, Through active participation, the
member ¢an demonstrate his ability in public 'speaking, par-
llamentary procedure or livestock judging, He also takes part
in establishing chapter goals, and just os important—helps
typical chapter
earning their own resources and providing community sery-

activities Include

Future Farmers of America are celebrating FFA WEEK
Their theme—*

. an opportunity for

Through the FFA, a member can develop skills and pre
pare himself for his vital role as an adult leader in American

eople have grasped these op-

da, to earn, 10 serve.

Chatter

Wes Sherman

eventually got through, and it
witg good to hear his volee again.
Qur good neighbor has had quile
a4 siege aftey that fall on the
ley street on January 8. Oddly
cnough, we saw that happen
while we were talking on a long
distance call. The doctor was
edging his way across the very
slippery street when suddenly
he lost his footing and did a
cartwheel. He hit Eard. and re-
mained still on the ice for a few
seconds after going down. Arnold
Raymaond rushed out to glve ald,

| river banks and it might be & |but by that time the hardy doc-
[good way to keep from paying|tor was up and walking away.

property taxes.” Well, if
this might be a very good possi-
hility, even in the drylands of

Marrow and Sherman counties.
. 4 .

THOSE FOLKS who tried

phone the G-T Tuesday morn-
ing must have thought someone
wias trving to set a new record
for a lengthy telephone conver

| all that

sation. All they could get was a
busy signal until 11 am. But
no one here was talking. In fact,
it was unnaturally quiet for a
Tuesday morning,

Somehow the recelver on one of
the extensions was dislodged
from its cradle the previous
night. Apparently after so long
n time, this causes something to
happen in the exchange so that
emits is a busy signal
from
and

It wasn't until someone
the county tried to get us

then came down—that we re.
alized we were out of service
| We called the repair  service

and they got things stralghten-
ed ont as soon as they could, If
you were among those provoked
#l uk hecause you couldn’t reéach
the G-T. we apologize
Dale Slusher, PNB manager,
says this matter of the recelver
being off the cradle spparently
caused a fuse to blow. It about
caused the editor to blow a fuse,
tosr, But the peace and quiet was
nice, we'll admit, while It lasted.
The jingle jangle returned to
normial after 11 am
L L .
DR McMURDD, we know, was
among those trying to call, He |

the ! He was hurt
snow and rain keeps on, Giles, |though, and it is good to know

rather serlously,
he s improving.

WE WISH THE BEST to Ralph
Richards who plans to fetire

to | from the Soll Capservation office

ar of Februnry 28. When we ask-
el him how long He had been in
congervation work, he replied
without hesitation, “Thirty-three
yvears, 10 months and 24 days’
He didn't know how many min-
utes!

When a fellow works that
long for one employer, one can
well understand that he has a
good right to count the days,

Certainly the Heppner SWCD

has made an enviable record
while he has been here, and
we're sorry to see him go.

We don't exactly know what
Ralph will to enjoy retire-

ment, hut maybe a person will
find him stripcropping the goll
course with his frons, or stubble
mulching his flower beds, or

studying the diversion terraces
at Acapules, or tossing a hook
and worm to the trout In 8
small watershed project some-
| whore,

.
WISH that mare folks could

have seen v happy Sgt. and
Mrs. Jerry Blanchaert of Condon
were to win the prizes in_ the
First Baby Contest, Young Jerry,
who was five days old when we
took his plcture, was the only
one who was indifferent about
it all. He was their first child,
and this is always something
extra-special. but they are also

YOUR

SENATOR

REPORTS . . .

BY KEN JERNSTEDT.
STATE SENATOR

18th District. Including
Morrow county

Controversy was the key word
of the session this week . . .
controversy stemming from four
potentially explosive bills:
fluoridation, X educatlon,
abortion and gun control.

By the printing time of this
column, fluoridation, the brain
child of the Dental Assoclation
and the scourge of thousands
throughout Oregon, will
ably have received a
gaing-over from Its first
ing Friday, February 7.

According to the Chalrman of
Health and Wellare, the com-
mittee Is expected 1o pass out
the measure to the floor of the
Senate, where it will recelve
stiff opposition

This measure Is the first
of 18 kind Introduced In the
Senate. In earlior sessions, the
House hns tried five wvarious
times . one 1o prohibit fAuor
ilation but failed on eich
attempl.

Proponents for statewlide man
datory sex education in
schools received two  severe
blows this week. The [first of
the two set-backs came Monday
during the Senate Education
Committee's hearing when near
ly persons emerged to lend
vocal support to opponents of
the proposal. The second came
later in the week when House
Speaker Robert Smith announe
ed his firm opposition to the
bil! on the grounds that he dous
not favor placing the legislature
in the business of influencing
or detating curriclulum in school
districts.

As a result of the opposition,
the bill has been modified by
the Senate Education Commities

prob-
violent
hear.

ane

i

|It-m|m: the question of teach
ing sex educhtion 1o loenl
school board control

The abortion lssue came alive
again this session with the in
troduction of two measures, Sen
ate Bills 193 and 182, The bills,
similar to those introduced last
session, would liberalize the ex
isting statutes that already per-
mit abortions under certain cir
cumstances,

Senate Bl 193, the more con
serviitive of the two mehsunes,
would allow termination of
pregnancy under three specific
situations . . . Il the pregnatcy
endangered physically or men
tully the mother or child, if the
child would be deformed, and
if pregnancy was caused by
criminal assault.

Sepate Bill 182 goes a lttle
| further by allowing the decis
|im| for termination of pregnan

ev to he made by the woman
| alone.

The outcormne of these bills is
unknown: however, the feeling

of nceeptance for Senate Bill 143

s more favorable than It has
heen in the past,
GGun control, the Issue that

plagued many lawmakers in the
nation's capitol last year, has
warked its way into the legls-
lative secene In Salem with the
introduction of Senate Bill 178,
which requires all owners of
concealable firearms to obtain
permits from the state police.
The bill would also prohibit the
trinsfer of a gun lo anyone
without a permit. 1 am against

a pleasapnt and appreciative
yuun.;.il couple, away from their
real home in Colorado, and so
happy 1o win the prizes. The
merchants who give the prizes
would have felt even better than
usual about it if they could have
seen the little family together
in the hospital room.
- - .

BY GEORGE, don't the

forget

public |

\

all gun econtrol legislation at
this time,

The move to lower the voting
age was boosted this week by

8 compromise measure that
would chunge the voting age to
19 rather than 18, as suggested
by Governor Tom MeCall. Ae-
cording to key legislative mem-
bers this change has enhanced
the chances of passage consld-
erably,

My mail is picking up! Please
foel free to express your opin-
ion to meé on any lsue.

TO THE EDITOR
Out of Touch

To the Editor:

In your netion of reprinting
the editorial “Four Letter Words"
from the Madras Pioneer, you
gave thatl unfortunate selection
vour endomsement. By so doing
yvou have indicated the degrec
to which your editorlal policy is
out of touch with the realities
of our national situalion and the
extent to which you Dbelieve
others In this area suffer from
similar myopia.

As one who disagrees with
much that is taken for granted
in our society, 1 find mvself
classed among the
dissenters:" 1 do nol, however,
apprecinte the implieation that
my disseni therehy necessitates
my being in need of a  good
hath, nor do I belleve that | am
thereby Insensitive to  qualities
such as giving, hard work, pray-
Ing, and loving.

If there is to be any healing
of the wounds of our world,
there must be an end to illogical
condemnation of those who dif-
fer fromi the prevailing perspec-
tive. Many of the claims of dis-
senting youth are proper and
legitimate. It would be well for
the rest ol the people to cease
focusing their attention upon a
radical anu ineffective minority
of those who dissent and to open
thelr ears and hear what the
voung people are sayving before
passing an uninformed and in-
accurate judgment.

Sincerely,
Rev. F. W. Luedde, Jr.

Philosophy of Hunter

To the Editor:

To the sportsman of heart and
soul, the beduty of the true hunt
s never over. Sam Walter Foss
has sald the true hunter hunis
for the thioughts that throng the

wouods, the dreams that haunt
the sky.

The hunter's philgsophy is
never a4 stepping stone to a
higher, more beautiful or more
abtindant life. It never lends to
peace or reverence for life.

Neither does it lead to “Blessed
are the merciful, for they shall
obtain merey."

If we will be true to the high-
er principles of life, then we
will admit that the philosophy
of the hunt blinds the eye to
beauty, dulls the spirit of mer-
cy, the heart to the ways of
peace, the soul to love towards
God's creatures, and the mind
to compasslon and clemency. It
destroys the spiritual values of
heart and soul, placing the
brute in man beneath the life
he seeks to take.

The hunt Is a negative sport
filling the countryside with
trespassers, vandals and killers
of children’s pets,

Howard H. Caudle
Grand Junetion, Colo,
Reprinted from Hartford, Conn.,

Washington Birthday sale here| Courant , as Submitted by
next week. Lois Winchester, Heppner.
————wr

ENGROSSED IN
THE PRICE OF
IGNORING ALL

SUNNY,

TREASURE,

The Rhyming Philosopher

CONSIDERATION

WE GO ABOUT OUR DAILY OCCUPATIONS

PRESENT TASKS, AND YELP ABOUT
BEANS OR LATEST STOCK QUOTATIONS,
THOSE FOLKS WHO HELPED US OUT.

IF SOMEONE PLEASES YOU WITH CARE OR KINDNESS,
OR HELPS YOUR DAY BECOME LESS WEARISOME,

DO YOU THROUGH IGNORANCE OR BASHFUL BLINDNESS
JUST TAKE IT ALL FOR GRANTED AND STAY DUMB?

THE PAYMENT PEOPLE GET IN TERMS OF MONEY
18 NOT THE SUM OF ALL THAT SEEMS WORTHWHILE;
BUT WORDS OF PRAISE MAKE DARK DAYS TURN TO

AND MAYBE CHANGE A TEAR INTO A SMILE.

THE POSTMAN AT YOUR DOOR DESERVES A GREETING.,
THE DRIVER OF YOUR BUS A WORD OF THANKS,

AND ALL THE BUSINESS PEOPLE YOU'LL BE MEETING.
WITHOUT FORGETTING BOTH THE COFS AND CRANKS
AND WHEN YOUR LOCAL PAPER GIVES YOU PLEASURE
JUST MAIL A CARD AND VOICE THE WAY ¥YOU FEEL
WHILE PRAISING OTHERS METES A PRICELESS

YOU ALSO GIVE YOURSELF A BETTER DEAL

| Ruth Assembly

"f,'ul.l!llfll”

MEETING
CALENDAR

Monday, February 17—

Il.‘hmnlu'r of Commerce, 12 noon,

Wagon Wheel dining room
No. 50, Order of
Ralnbow for Glrls, Mansonic
Hall, 7 p.m
School Board,
Riverside High
Bam.
Civie Leajtuse,
room, ¥ p.m.
Heppnier Nelghborhood  Centel
Advisory Board, 7:30 p.m.
Morrow Couniy Fair Board, Falr
Dormitory, 8 p.m

Tuesday, February 18—

School Board, Final Budget
Meoting. Heppner Elementary
school, 7:30 pm.

Wednesday, February 19—

willow Lodge, 100F Hall, 8 p.m.

Jayeees, 8 pam.

Carnation Club, Idan Farra home,
7:30 pm,

Thursday, February 20—

Jaycee Wives, Heppner
borhood Center, 8 pam.

Saroptimist Club, Program Moeet-
ing, 12 noon, Wagon Wheel
dining room

W.A.C. of Rhea Creek Grange,
All Day Potluck, 10:30 am,
home of Mrs. Leonard Rill

Technicdl Action Panel, Heppner
Nelghborhood Center, 1 pam,

Friday, February 21—
Sang  Sonci  Rebekah
I0O0OF Hall, 8 p.m.

Regular Mecting,
school, T3

Kindergarton

Neigh-

Lodge,

PROPERTY TAX
FAX

QUESTION:

Our pﬂ'l'lobﬁ! is used proc.
tically every day in the wee
for varlous church activities.
Why should it be taxed?
ANSWER:

Exemptlons are granted to e
liglous organizations when the
primary use of the bulldings
and land Is for religious pur
poses, In this case, the primary
use of this property Is as a ros:
idence for the minister; there
fore, it Is subject to taxation
If specific parsonage rooms are
used only for church }'l\.l.ﬂ](‘l:_ﬂ“.*.
not for ministerial residence, an
adiustment can bo made.

Stepped-on Toad
To the Editor:

Well, here it is, poking up its
little hend again. Charles Hodde,
cheirman of the Federal com
mittee, Pacific Northwest Rivers

Basin development, speaking at
the Heppner Soeil  Conservation
meeting at the Lexington
| Grange hall last week, said,
among oilier things, that to util-
fze and suve our river, irrigation
must be developed here and thut
most of the land for that use
was here in Eastern Oregon,

Irvin Mann, a little late, but
nevertheless, is advocating the
same thing down at state legis
lature.

Yes, the pressure is g’olng o
increase around those 240 sec
tions that we gave away until
Boeing's eyes c|l_m[p out like a
stepped-on toad frog. That land
is the heari, the meat, and the
glzzard of any lirigation pro-

ject, but it will cost millions 1o
get

it back
0. W. Cutsforth

COMMUNITY
BILLBOARD

Coming Events

HEPPNER BASKETBALL
Friday, Feb. 14, Sherman,
there
Sat,, Feb, 15, Wahtonka, here
Friday, Feb, 21, Pilot Rock,
there

League games
Support the Mustangs!

GRADE SCHOOL—
Sat., Feb, 15, Condon, there,

1:30 pm.
Friday, Feb. 21, lone there, 2
pom.

VALENTINE CARD PARTY
By Triple Links Club

Saturday, Feb, 15, 8 pm,
IOOF Hall

Bridge, Pinochle, Refresh.
ments

Public Invited
PANCAKE LUNCHEON

Shrove Tuesday, Feb.
am. to 1:30 p.m

18, 11

;.lllI :l:laim's Episcopal Parish
a
Fublic welcome, sponsored

by ECW.

TEEN DANCE
Sat., Feb. 15, Fair Pavilion
Musie by Burnt Sleep combo
Sponsored by Morrow County
Jayeees Y
Admission, £1.50 each

LEXINGTON BLOW
CONTROL DISTRICT
Important Meeting, Monday,
Feb, 17, 8 p.m. k

Norman Nelson residence

ELKS 72nd ANNUAL
Sat., Feb, 22
Registration at Ford
11:00 am.
SPONSORED AS A PUBLIC
SERVICE BY

Garage

HARRY W. FLETCHER

C. A. RUGGLES

Insurance Agency
P. O. Box 247  PH. §76-9625




