Arguments Given For and Against
1¥2% Property Tax Limitation

iEditor's Note: This continues
aalysis of the proposed 1% % |
property tax limitation measure
made by Ron Danlels, superin. |
tendent of Maorrow County
Schools)

Arguments in favor of the pro-
posed constitutional amendment

anging property tax Iimitation
to 14 of true cash value of
property are given by Oregon
United Taxpayers, Inc, A. F
Gildemelstre, president. as fol-
'Y 'H
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Morrow county has had no rise in the
erime wave, no riots and no civil disorders.
It is the policy of the present sheriff to pre-
vent this type of crime, to keep people out
of trouble, to work for the people of Mor-
row county and not against them, to help
and advise students and juveniles, and to
work with them—not against them.
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Teach-
Fourth
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our Flremen, Police and
s on the Job, 1222 S W
Ave, Portland, has made
following statements, with the
numbers referring 1o the [five
points of the arguments above!

Statement No. I—Ballot Meas
wre 7 does nol guarantee prop-

ety tax reliel, It imposes mope
siringemt requirements for “go
Ing outside the limitation.” The

volers already have control over
proposals for “going outside the
limitation” simply by voung

‘wves™ or “no” on any such
measure, based on thelr apprais.
al of whether the measure I8
justified or not. Furthermore, It
has not been established that
everyone ngrees that this relief

N CERsSary

Statement No. 2-=This state
ment about “Automatic Annual
Increase”  and  “doubles  your
taxes every 12 years” s both
misleading and false, The facts
nre that a signifieant number
of taxing districts In the state
have not taken n G Increase

over the previous vear's levy. In
fuct, the average annual 1ax in-
crease for taxing districts in the
state has amounted to less than

and this figure included the
vater-approved levies for various

public Improvements and serv
les outside the 6% limitation
Eliminating these voler-approv

od levies would reduce that 4%
figure even further. A study of
wtual results In Oregon taxes
by the Oregon Tax Commission
nroduces conclusive proof that
the increascs allowable under
the 1t method had Iy been
in ¢efMect for the past 30 yvears
would have exceoded the pres
ent method by over XY
Statement No. 4=The people
ould recognize that If this
alopted they
sriously limiting
v and thelr abil
| emergency sit
can nd often
local
hagis
=1
m
n
lo ind that will mean
ir in Insurance rates
inel wime, Other depart
ments which serve the public
In various ways will suffer se
Vi personnel cuts and this will
mean a massive slowdown in
obtaining all types of docu

ments and cartving on all types
of transactlons where any gEov-
ernment servicing of doou.
ments s needed. Kids will be
herded  into lorger classes, be
piven longer vacation periods
while many of the better teach-
ors leave for jobs in school sys-
tems which are not operating
under chaotic conditions, In the
trimming of personnel from lo-
val taxing distriet payroll, those
with the greatest longevity, not
necessarily those who are most
efficient or best trained, will be
retained.

Additional statements: “None
of the 16 states that have ‘over-
all property tax limitations'
have ever repealed a single
one.”

Comment: Why then are Ore-
gon voters being asked to re-
peal our present superior over-
all property tax limitation which
focuses the limitation on the
point of use, and substitute for
it an unrealistic lmitation tied
to the uncertain fluctuations of
the real estate market?

Statement: “Passage of this
amendment Is necessary to safe-
guard properly ownership from
pxceszsive and confiscatory tax-
ation."

Comment: No amendment will
ever replace the necessity of
“Eternal Vigilance” on the part
of the citizenry, keeping a close

tered into your home.
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m on ita locul governmental
|districts. The amendment would
allow any taxing disirict lo ex-
ceod the limitation through a
vote of the people—AS AT PRES.
ENT. It would still be up to the
volers to detormine the merits
of soch such increase just as
they must do now, so why

Mﬁcqudlﬂfluauun-
tiong stralght joacket

Statement; “This amendment
again restores your right to vote
laxes

any increase In property
vou may want to boar.”
Comment: You dom't “Re-

store” a right which the people
have never given up. The vot-
ers have this right now,
Statoment: “"When all prop
orly now on the tax rolls Is tax
ed ut 1% % of Its trug cash val
ue, a surplus will result, and
no other 1AXes Are necessary.'”
Comment: Taking Multnomah
County as an example, an ob
jective analysis by The Tax Su-
pervising and Conservation
Commission offers conclusive
proof that a $36 Million com-
bined deficit. based on the 1967-

68 revenue, would result to
combined local govornmment in
Multnomah County when the

1/4% is applied to property now
on the tox roll, The proponents
are guilty of irresponsible con.
jecture ia suggesting that a sur-
plus will result when all prop-
erty mow on the rolls is taxed
at 1Y% of its true cash wvalue.
There is no tangible evidence to
support their statement.

Additional arguments against
the 1Y:% property tox Llimita-
tion.

Loss of majlor source of rev
v to loenl governments with-
orresponding or even rel
revenue of

blanket.
Wake up to

to perfection

serlous handicap
to exceed the lUmitation is the
provision for a single election
| in November of each year,

This means that the volers
must accept the fimst budget pro-
posed or reject it and perhaps
end up In a position of not be-
ing able to provide an accept-
able school program,

I, The 20% majority approval
of registered voters will also pro-
vide o setious obstacle to vot.
ing outside the 1% % limitation.
It would be almost impossible
In off.genernl election years

5. All bond Issues, or votes to
excosd the 1% % by schoolk, cit-
fes and countles, must be voled
on in the same election. It
would be extremely difficult to
obtaln voler approval on very
many Issues that Involve tax
ANCTeAses,

i Onte &

3 The most

laxing ngency e
evived budger approval outside
the 1%% limitation (t would
permit other taxing agencles to
increase thelr budgets without
an election

(To be concluded)

Grandchild Arrives

Jim Barratt of
Corvallis, former Heppner resi
dents. announce the birth of
thelr firet grandchild, Shannon,
to Mr. and Mrs, Jim Gillespie
of 711 Mill Street, Springfield
Thi also the [first great
of J. G. Barratt

Mesa, Arlz, and Mrs, E. Ha
vey  Miller, Portland, also for-
ey Heppnerites Puter sl
aandparents are Brig, Gon. and
Frank Gillesple of Corval

. The parents, 1T graduiles
Corvallis High school, are
living In Springtield while Gil
is majoring in the school
itecture at the University

Mr. and Mrs

=

ndehiid

When you patronize Gazette
Times advertisers, vou help
make a better paper. Tell them

vou saw It in the Gazette-Times.
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Cooking Club Elects

First meeting of the Cooking
Cuties 4-H club was held at the
home of our leader, Mra. Gladys
Hobbs, on October b We eloctod
officers and filled out the en-
rollment blanks. The following
were elected: Pam  Schmeder,
president; Peggey Brant, secre-
president; peggy Brant, secre.
tary: Bonnle Johnson, news re-
porter,

Bonnie Johnson, reporter

DICK NIXON
SAYS,

“I cannot over.empha-
size the importance to our
country of close coopera-
tion between The “White
House and the Congress in
critical times.

“A Republican President
needs a Republican major-
ity In Congress, but. more
important, the counftry
noeds a complete change
sf leadership—not just a
change in faces or In one
branch ol the Govern-
ment.”

SEND...

MARV

t tor Congress Com., P. O
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SCHOOL LUNCH MENU

Hepponer Elementary and
Hepponer High Schoel

For Week of Oct, 28—Nov, 1

day, Oct. 28 — Mor, green
salnd, rolis, butter, pudding.
Tuesday, Oct. 30 — Chill, sal.
ad, hot bread, butter, milk,
frult cobbler.
Wednesday, Oct. 30 — Boel
ghrw. rolls, butter milk, applo
Tﬁunduy. Oct, 81 — Pleen,
reen beans, milk, Jell.O, Hal-
cake.
Msr and Mrs.

. Rachel Hamett
Josle Jones spent last Tuesday
visiting friends In Monument,
where they went to plek up Mrs,
Ellen Moore, who returned to
Heppner with them for two
's visit at the home of M

Green,

ROOT
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Box Madras, Ore, 97741

Chalrmuan

. . . and not one bit more complicated. Just
a flip of the switch and wonderful things
start to happen. Electric housewares pam-
per you all through the day, even work
while you sleep snuggly under an electric

music with an electric clock-

radio and start the day with coffee brewed

in an electric coffee maker.

HOUSEKEEPING CHORES ARE THIS BIG!!

Breeze through “tidying-up”’ with an elec-
tric vacuum cleaner while lunch is gently
cooking in a versatile electric skillet. Be-
ginning to sound like a fun-day? Every day
is a good day when you have electric house-
wares working for you. These little things

in life can mean so much and

costso little. Treat yourself . . .
vigit your appliance dealer soon.

ELECTRICITY—the\ heart /of modern living

Columbia Basin Electric Co-op

“Serving Morrow, Wheeler and Gilliam Counties”




