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Why a Weekly Press?

Surrounded by hefty daily newspapers, on-the-spot tele-
vision newscasts, frequent radio news broadcasts, all cover-
ing important events foreign and domestic—what does the
suburban reader get out of his local weekly?

What he pgets, if his weekly is a good one, is a detailed
knowledge of the community in which he lives, in which his
children are raised, in which his private life is passed.

Daily newspapers, television, radio — all are called the
“mass media.” And rightly so. They deal, as they should,
with mass events, mass movements — when an individual
enters, he is, almost always, an individual whose actions have
had an effect on a large number of people for good or for
bad. The mass media are, and pride themselves on being, the
voice of The People.

But I am not a people. You are not a people. We are
persons. yvou and I, and we need to know what is happening
that affects us as persons, and what the persons we live
among are doing that will touch our daily, private lives.

We want to know, also, how larger events touch us. We
may read in the dailies, for example, that the State education
department has decided that all schools must offer certain
courses in this or that field. This means little — until we
find, on reading our local weekly, that the high school our
child will attend next vear has shifted its curriculum to of-

fer the mandated course.
The local paper, also, can act as a lever to raise stand-
ards in local government, to improve local facilities, to ac-

quaint the individual voter with actions of his particular rep-
resentative in government—and to acquaint the representative
the principal subjects of cone to the local commu-
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