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By STEPHEN C. MARKS

Wheat and Milk Better
Income Earners This Winter

Among Oregon’s four leading
income producing farm com-
modities which last vear ac-
counted for about hall of the
state's total cash receipts from
farm marketings only two are/
returning producers better prie-
es than last winter. These are
dairvy products and wheat, the
second and fourth largest sourc-
es of Oregon agriculture income.
Milk prices are up 15 per cent|
and white wheat prices are 10
per cent higher

Livestock, the number one
farm income earner in Oregon,
remain on a much lower price
scale than a yvear ago. This is
also true for eggs and turkews. |

Broiler prices pulled out of the
recent slump and now are high- |
er than they weré a year ago.
Livestock Under Pressure

In the Qregon livestock mar-
kets the past week, feeder cat-|
tle prices held up well consid.
ering the rather sharp drop in
fed cattle prices in recent weeks.
While cow-calf operators favor
current price levels on feeder
cattle feedlot operators are in a
dilemma because of the widen-
ing gap between feeder and
slaughter steer prices and the|
continued high cost of inputs

Whereas prices of feeder cat-
tle are not much different than
a year ago slaughter steer pric-
es are 84 to § under the seven
year high reached last winter |
The problem is a larger supply
of heavyweight cattle and
greater competition from pork
and poultry.

Domestic read meat produc-
tion continues to run well above
a vear earlier, thanks to increas-
ed marketings and heavier av- |
erage slaughter weights, Beef
carcass weights have been run.
ming around 28 pounds heavier
than last winter., Lamb and
mutton tonnage has been up 25
to 33 per cent and weekly pork
has been running at least 25
per cent or more above a year
earlier.

The amazing increase in lamb |
marketings has depressed lamb
prices to a point §9 under a year |
ago at Portland. Either lamb
feeders had a much larger in-
ventory on feed this winter or|
more sheep are being sent to
slaughter than expected.

In the hog markets, prices |
were down $9 to $§10 from a
year earlier in recent weeks. |
Such a wild price gyration from |
one year to the next is certain.-
lv undesirable. Pork continues
to lose more of its share of the
meat market to beef and poul-
trty.

Wool in Doldrums

The doldrums in wool mark-
ets this winter contrast sharply
with the buoyant market con-
ditions that prevailed a year |
ago. This should be a good ¥ 'ear|
to hold wool for later date. Wool
buyers have been unaggressive.
Their enthusiasm is being
dampened by the larger domes-
tic stocks of apparel woo] than
a vear ago and a slow down
in mill orders and mill use,

Wool prices drapped sharply
since lust summer. The range Is
as much as 23 per cen: under
a year ago on = blood wool the
grade produced in volume in
Oregon.

Wheat Prices Perk Up

White wheat markets were
given a shot in the arm after
huge purchase authorizations
were jssued to India on Febru-

ary 21. Around 300,000 tons of
White wheat were included and
there was another PA for 200,
000 tons designated for either
Soft Red Winter or Soft White.
Government export assistance
under Title I of Public Law 480
continues to be an important
factor in domestic wheat prie-
ing.

Barley Drops to New Low

Barley, on the other hand,
dropped to new season's low of
$4850 a ton as February drew
to a close. Weakness in the bar.
ley marker during the current
season reflects the lack of ex-
port demand. Japan, our larg-

Knifty Sewers Start
On Club Projects

The Knifty Sewers 4-H club
was organized last November at
the City Hall in Lexigton. They
elected officers as follows: June
Ledbetter, president; Carlita
\!"rl- ardt, vice president; Bar.
MeCarl, secretary; Anita
Dnuiun reporter; Kerry Cop-
pock, song and game Jeader.
Meetings are held each second
and fourth Monda

We had a m-*-‘lin-«’ January 16
at the home of Mrs. Robert Da-
vidson. W discussed what we
would make for a prictice proj-
et 'n.\; also signed a paper
thanking the Morrow County

Grein Growers for the calendars
we receved in the mail

At our Febirudry 6 meeting we
:-'-li'l!i

-:--.H different kinds of
) ‘¢ burned threads
FJ am dlf' 1 .-T materials We
then praeticed sewing on  two
: four holed buttons. We
talked azbout what we would
mike for a warm-up article,
Barbara MceCarl s making a
stuffed horse and Anita David.
gan Is making a stuffed kan
garoo for thelr warm-up artie-

est barlev customer has been
buving large quantities in Can-

|ada where a record crop was

produced in 1966 and in Aus-
tralia where a much larger har
vest was taken last year.

Corn exports also trall far be-
hind last season but prices are
up $ a ton. Meantime, milo con
tinues to enjov broad expory de-
mand; so desplte blgger stocks

| milo prices are around £ a ton

higher this winter
Eggs Off Nine Cents

Oregon egg prices edged low-
er last week and they are much
lower than they were a vear
ago but they are still higher
than they were in 1965, Prices
to Portland area producers in
late February were nine cents
a dozen lower on the Large and
Medium sizes and the Small
size was four to six cents umder
4 Vear ago.
Milk Cow Decrease Slowed

Dairv farmers in Oregon and
most other states seem to be
responding to higher milk pric-
es by slowing down herd liquid-
ation. Oregon's milk cow popu-
lation was trimmed only 1,000
head last year in contrast to the

| 1961-65 annual average reduc.

tion of §400 head

Evidence of a slowdown in
the milk cow sell.off shows up
in the milk tank, too. Oregon's
January milk output was the
same as a vear earlier and the
U. S flow gained slightly.

U.S. Canadian
Wheat Producers

‘Agree on Points

By JOHN WELBES

Executive Vice President
Oregon Wheat League

Charles Gibbings, president of
the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool,
'md Mearl Gifford, representing
U. 8. wheat interets, have lssu-
ed the following statement fol-
lowing a meeting of Canadian
and U. 8. wheat producers.

“In an effort to arrive at a
community of interests, repre-
sentatives of Canadian and US.
wheat producers met February
15, in Denver, Colo, to discuss
items of mutual concern which
are currently being negotiated
under the auspices of the gen-
eral agreement on tariffs and
trade in Geneva, Switzerland.

“The discussion centered
around the four items of pri-
mary concern to wheat produc-
ers:
1. An increase in the price of

world wheat;

2. Access to the major commer-
cial markets of the world;

3. Increased sharing of the food
ald burden by importer and |
exporter; |

i. Agreement on means to man-
apge supplies in an effort to
stabilize prices,

"The representatives agreed
on the need of a price increase
because of mutual problems of
increased production cost which
at and have not been met
at the current world leve] of
prices,

“We also feel an adequate re-
turn to the producer if essential
to maintain a strong, pliable in-
dustry able to meet expanding
and growing needs of a hungry
,\\r. [

the problems of ac-
are essential to assure the
prtmuc'fr of a stable as well as
a prowing market for their

'Increased sharing of the food
g&ld burden is necessary if all
countries of the world are to
advance in social economic and
political development.

“Management of supplies is
needed to insure stable prices
to both the importing as well
as the exporting countries.”

The repreésentatives also reaf-
firm the desirability of these
joint meetings, which was one
of the continuing series of con-
tracts between the two groups
sinpe the first meeting in 1960,

Ron Rew, Pendleton, president
of Western Wheat Associates,
and Allen Tom, The Dalles
president of the Natlional Asso-
clation of Wheat Growers, rep:
resented Oregon at this meet.
ing.

Harris Pine Mills
Low on Timber Sale
Umatilla Natlonal Forest Su.

pervisor Wright T. Mallery an-
nounces Harris Pine Mills was

0SU Weed .CU"'“"IIi‘ The Wheat Field

Europe and

the successful bidder for the Ot
ter Creek timber sale held Feh-
ruary 21, ‘Two hidders were|

The sale area Is located op
the Dale District in Gr coun-
Iy, It is along Otter Creek
dbout ten milse east of Dale,
An estimated volume of 4400
M hoard feet is contained In the
sale area |
ber sale was apprais-
at 53525900 and sold for
A15.00. The final prices hid
pr--.' thousand feet by species
were 32195 for ponderosa pine,
L2 [rl. Douglas-fir and west-
ern larch, and $1.80 for white
fir and other coniferous specles,

Meteker maps of Morrow, Gll- |

les. Candy bars were served for
refresliments |
Avilta Davidson, reporter |

lam, Umatilla, Wheeler counties |
on sale at the Gazette-Times,!
$1.25 each.
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SAVE
SAVE

Triple trading stamps will be given on Shell heating

oil delivered to customers in the towns of Heppner, Lex-
ington, and lone, when the account is paid on a 30-day
or cash basis.

Paul Pettyjohn Co.

Serving—

lone

422-7254

Lexington

|

Mercuny Matqms offers more luxury, more styling
—with a man's kind of performance for the West

The Mercury Marquis is the kind seals, super-quiet ride, comfort
of car every man promises himself  stream ventilation, Ultra luxurious. of the kind of ear you need to
one day. Twin comfort lounge Power plentiful. And this is just

tame the wide open western Spacos.
May & Maln Streets, Heppner

one of 28 modols, Each offers more




