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Art Students’ Drawings Give Their Version T3

Of Christmas; Teacher Explains Background

By TERRY LINCECUM
Art Teoacher, Heppner Schools

As you remd or glapnee through
bin Chelstmas edition, you will
iee thnt a new exprossion of

vhristmas I8 evident
Many of this yvear's preetin
vere dreawn by Heppner's school
Nildren—prades i through
twelve My only repret is that
of each and overy one of thelr
protres comld In (VT T
nuse they are all delightfual, B
T AT i 1 revdil ]y ooy
! harvi PLeTi e children's  art
ind creative  prowth [iest  must
b e lenrly understood
hire Afe definlte  ordored
tages In o person's growth and
naturity. pattern, and  DKewlss
there are delinile ordered stag
In a4 person s oreative growth
it as o baby ctawls belors
witliing, and walks before run
ng Pomitsl eleh INerson Jrans
ron evienn ditfereny  stags
vreative AW ATeTEYs | STt
tupes ate the Tollowing: Serib
ble (two to four yvoars), Presche
LTS tfoir Lo W velrs)
hematlie Cseven o nine years)
ilnwning realism e o el
QY Paewdo Naturalisth
cliven 1o thirteen yeor nnid
| of  Adolescenie (thirteen
o sevenleen VYears I reallze
At th L I have men
i bBoave  may  not  hold
nuch meaning at the moment
Bug | owill explnin them briefly
s 1 deal with oach age group

First T would ke o explain
ow they drew thes THis

pHet e My oart st

I i i I 1 I |
A | | fmas i ol
ratioe [ it i I th
t that vach ¢r g I cacrh
tuilent  the hose and . drew
ight  different et f o1l
Hday, Each pemon ehose Oone
f his drawings [ swend to the
Heppner  Gagette Times, which
tue (CSTRTH (5 B AT howny ta the
Gl merehants for thelrs i Jam
1ot | in CUhristma et inge
Fach Tudent st | rrivnt
el of time drawing and re
rawing his picture so he could

vxecute it on the fnal  paper
withour making a single mis
take btefore the finnl drawings
were turned over to the news
aper. This s true nof only of
he high school students but al
o of the firsg graders

The majority of the flest and

voond  graders have started to
nter the creative sthee of Sche
i Hrawing ey A now

wmle definite concepts.  of |
and his envitonment. In
i schematie the chid doesn’y
XPres: ntentionnl  experienees
only the Chrlstmas tree,  star,
anta Claus, Baby Jesus, But by
Xigperating important parts of
pieture  and omitting  othes
ts, the student CN e e nces
e pxprossed
The third praders are entering
to the stage of Dawning Re
lism  which  the fourlh  and
fth praders occupy. I 158 now
hat the stadents hecome awarne

of detall and emphasis of it
winta Claius  now has bhuttons
n his fneket and boots s weat
It 8 also- at this time that the
delighttul X ray vislon exists. A
house s drawn but evervthing
nside the house Uhristmas
tree, Santa Claus, and flireplace
Is nlso shown, and Santa s
not only shown with his sack
{ tovs on his back but also
what he I8 carrying Inside that
sack. Haloes of angels, Mary,
loseph, and the Christ Child are |
shown with connecting stems o |
the people’s heads. Could this
be thelr concept of are they |
products of our soclety? |
The sixth graders are well in |
o the Pseudo: Nataradistie stage
of cremtive growth, It 8 now |
that they are developing intel |
Igenee In thelr pictorial execu
tons, yel  remain unconsclous
for dramatization and actlon, It
s now thay their sense of hu
mor becomes evident in connec
tlon  with  their environment,
They begln to show Santa Claus
riding in super slelghs—hellcop-
ter, jets  and  flyving  saucers,
Santa getting stuck in chimneys
or  burning  his  toes  because
someane left the flreplace burn
ing, and Santa’s reindeer allght-
ing on a roof with the sled
dangling over the edge and toys
fadling to the ground

The stage of Crisis of Adoles-
cenee 18 occupled by all high
school age  students. They po-
wpss Iwo lypes of awareness—
visual and haptic. Thelr visual
awareness 1s concerned mainly
with thelr ereative execution
while thelr haptic  awareness
deals with thelr self-expression
and emotional approach to sub-
lected experlence, It |s during
this time that the students seek
symbols of expression and emo-
tlon without true abstract (in-
between awareness). An exam.
ple of this type of approach s
n student's drawing of a dove
carrying the Christmas star in
s beak with  the wording,
“Peace on Earth"

I hope the above sketchy out
lne of creative growth will h(flr
vou enjoy and understand each
and  every  drawn Christmas

arecting which appears In these
piges,
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