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Sales Tax Not the Answer

if the 1967 legislature moves in the direction indicated on
the basis of the recommendation of the state tax study com-
mittee — to propose a sales tax to the people — the results
will be disappointing &ll the way around.

People of this state have never gone for a sales tax, and
although proponents belleve that conditions have changed to
the peint tha: the public would do almost anything reason.
able to alleviate the burden on property, we don't believe that
they will approve a sales tax even now

The tax study committee's recommendation, we under-
stand, was by vote of 6 to 4 — the Republicans in favor
and the Democrats against. Governor-elect Tom McCall indl.
cates that he is not in favor of submitting the sales tax to
the people at a special election, preferring to explore the
realm of the income tax first. McCall favors a broader-bas
ed income tax. This seems to us to be the best route.

When it appeared that the 1%% property tax limitation
measure would be on the general election ballot, legislators
realized that the situation was acute and that the people
were crying for action. When the measure was stricken from
the ballot on a technicality, the legislators still realized that
they were faced with a mandate to do something to relieve
the property tax burden in the 1967 session of the legislat.
ure, and this still holds true. Something must be done. it
it isn’t something good and workable, and if it doesn't pro-
duce results, the state’s voters will undoubtedly have another
initiative presented in the nature of the 1}3% limitation, al.
though it may be a somewhat different version.

Oregon is among the few states in the nation which do
nct have a sales tax, bug this is not an argument for im-
posing one. Our state Is more attractive without one.

The greatest arguments against a sales tax is that It is
not based on a person's ability to pay. A man who has a
large family and works for small wages, for instance, must
buy considerably more consumer goods than a well.to-do
couple without dependents. Tentative proposal as we under-
stand the plan backed by Speaker F. E. Montgomery of the
House s that food and drugs would be included, making it
even worse on the low income consumer.

There are many more reasons to oppose the tax:

As analyzed on a telecast by Forrest Amsden of EGW-TV
News the other night, a man owning a $15000 home, given
as an example, would pay more in sales tax than he would
get in relief on property taxes, even if the sales tax were
all earmarked for property tax offset. One reason is that util-
ities would also benefit by the property tax reductions, ben-
efitting them by milllons, and John Q. Homeowner, and John
Q Farmer would be pungling up for them through the sales
tax.

The sales tax is costly to administer. It would require set.
ting up new machinery, and, we presume, hiring of auditors
and personnel. Machinery for the Income tax, it should be
remembered, is already in operation and would require little
more expense if the income tax base were broadened.

No matter how you look at it, the sales tax Is a nuis.
ance. It involves more records and more bookkeeping for all
business, and this is especially tough on small businesses,
which can hardly keep up with federal and state bookkeep-
ing requirements on social security, unemployment compensa-
tion, workmen's compensation, withholding taxes, and oth-
ers. To impose this on some businesses would be almost the
last straw. The sales tax, too, is a chore for the consumer
who has to face the irritation of carrying a pocketful of
pennies to pay for it. This is emphasized every Ume a per-
ton takes a trip to our neighboring state to the north,

Ranchers and farmers will be hit by a sales tax, too
The degree to which they suffer depends on how the bill
is written. They are among those most desperately needing
property tax relief. But what good does it do to relieve them
in one pocket when the state takes it out of another pocket?

Once the gate is opened on a sales tax, even though It
may be only two per cent at first, the pressure is almaost sure
to make it climb to a higher percentage for other purposes.

Neither Irvin Mann, representative from our 28th district.
nor Martin Buchanan, who lost to him in the general elec.
tion and who s a member of the state tax study committee,
are in favor of a sales tax. Buchanan was among those who
were in the 4-man minority on the report.

Rep. Mann points oup that he believes the legislators are
“gun shy” on another income tax proposal because of the
resounding defeat of the state tax program in the fall of
1963. But it may be recalled that this program was designed
to go towards an alleged deficit in state funds. If provisions
for a broader based Income tax were designed so that the
additional, above what is now being pald, would go solely
against property tax, It just might win enough friends to
carry.

There is a considerable difference. In the fall of 1963
voters had the feeling that the state was wielding a club
on them and saying, in effect, “Either vote for the program,
or we'll cut out this or that service” Whether right or
wrong, voters weren't in a mood to vote yes under this imag-
Ined ¢ompulsion.

The handwriting, so clearly marked by those who signed
the 1% properly limitation petitions, is still on the wall
If the legislature pins its hopes on a sales tax, the situation
will only be aggravated. The plan towards a broader in-
come tax should be tried firs¢ with its provisions carefully
designed to provide relief on property taxes and without any
attemot to te strings to it for some other purpose.

Oregon may have one of the highest state income taxes
in the nation bug it is only a drop in the bucket compared
to federal income tax. It is the fairest tax, and while no
tax & painless, the income tax doesn't have all the obvious
disadvantages of a sales tax.

Under the income tax, relief to property owners would
come from our people according to their ability to pay.

Rep. Mann is in favor of working out plans for a poll of
the peop'e to determine which way they wish to go. This
would seem to be a good and reasonable suggestion if it can
be worked out to give a valld cross-section of opinion. It
waould certzinly have more merit than plunging into a spe-
cizl vleciion on a “do or die” sales tax.
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Morrow countian a high loyalty for this county
He cherishes the way of lite which I8 rather
satfon that is tending to concentrate {tx population in metropol
itan areas. He likes to think of the past, reliving the things that
have Influenced the culture and development of the county —
arly settlement by hardy ranchers, the old time harvests, the
huge flocks of sheep that vnoe were characteristie, the Indian
days, the 1903 Heppner flood, the early days at Hardman as an
important stage coach stop, the problem of coping with the vast
distances by horse and wagon, the caitle drives, the early home
steads. the rural schools that once were scattered to the remote
| comeTs of the county

Despite the great interest In these things, litle has been
done towands publishing an accurate history to form a perma
nent record. Only bits and pleces are scattered around. One of
the best elforts was the publication several years ago of "Yes
teryears of Morrow” as a cooperative project of the extension
service and home extension units. This publication, which could
has been In
|gff.l= demand and coples are still being sold nearly every week

Something more detallea is needed, and this s what Oscar
Peterson s striving for

Ora Yeager, now of Castle Rock, Wn, an old timer here, has
written a history centered around Heppner, but the high cost of
publishing it has been a stumbling block. He has devoted hund
reds of hours writing the manusecript but has met with lHttle
| sucvess in his effort.

Peterson savs that Giles French of Moro, who has just com.
Ipleted a third book of his own, “These Things We Note." has
shown interest in editing and supervising publication of a his
ltory and estimates the cost at about $5000. This may seem A
Ihigh price to some, but thase familiar with publishing costs
| know that It would be a real bargain if it can be done for that.
History of another Eastern Oregon county was published at a
cost twice that sum.

French. a native East Oregonian, is a natural for such a
ask. A talented writer with a gift for expression, he is intimate.
ly familiar with the history of this part of the state. He is an
excellent and accurate editor. Because he has had several books
of his own published, he knows how to go about it. Now retired,
ke has the time to work at it

The plan is that French, with Yeagers permission, could use
the existing manuscript as a basis for the book But a great
amount of work would need to be done in coordinating, research
ing, editing, adding material and perhaps getting and selecting

l unigque in @

pictures to make a complete and accurate publication

Cost of publication is more than any single Individual could
be expected to pay. While there would be a keen demand for
the book from those particularly Interested in the county, it
could not be expected to generate any widespread general circula.
| tion, and so cost could not be covered by book sales alone. His-
|torical societies, libraries, and those out of the area with a pen-
chant for history would supplement the local sale, however.

So, what is particularly needed is financial help. Folks who
realize the importance of this project could offer to donate to it
with the thought that their contributions would document the
history of the county so that generations to come could appre-
ciate the heritage they enjoy. The county’s history Is filled with
drama and color. Stories of the past here are even more remark-
able and powerful than fiction because they are true.

0ld timers still remaining can reach back In their memories
and enthrall listeners with their tales of the early days, but few
of these stories are being recorded. Every passing month sees
more and more of the old timers slipplng away, and It will not
be long until their accounts are either lost or so distorted In
passing down from mouth to mouth that they are no longer his-
torically valid.

Peterson hopes to interest farm groups, civic organizations and
others in supporting this project. Financially, it has to be con-
sidered a losing proposition, but the result would be something
that could not be measured in money. It wodld be an invalu-
able work to the county and its people.

The hape is that this will strike a spark with those willing
to help. If it does, give Petersomy a call to express this ifterest
and talk it over with him,

OTHER EDITORS SAY
‘The ‘Junk Mail’ Handicap

By CONNIE JOHNSON, EDITOR,
BLUE MOUNTAIN EAGLE, JOHN DAY

News reports, a short time ago, told of a virtual breakdown
in mail handling at the Chicago post office. Milllons of pieces
of mail accumulated creating a critical jam with resultant de:
lays that led a troubleshooter from the Postmaster General to
propose that large amounts of third-class mail be destroyed.
Caught in the backlog were 5600 sacks of parcel post.

Blame for the crisis was placed on a high rate of absenteeism,
|a high volume of pre-Christmas advertising matter and the diffi-
{culty of recruiting new employes. The basic problem, according
{to a report in U. S. News & World Report, “. . . appears to be a
|growing shortage of dedicated labor that once made good mail
|service possible in many places. Up to now, nobody has come
[up with a machine that can replace this kind of labor.”

It seems that the Post Office is always getting criticism of one
sort or another. We're not authorities on big city postal employ-
es, but we can't find much to complain about with the postal
department at the local level, There are exceptions, however,
and we believe many of these problems are Inherited by local
postal employes from the vverall government system.

One think, we're certain that postal problems would be re.
duced tremendously if the postal department altered its policy
on third class mail—the "“junk mall" that usually winds up in
wastebaskets before it is read by the boxholder.

Third class mall requires a large amount of the postal work-
er's daily productlon. It also enjoys a low postage rate. We
believe if rates on this third class, or “junk mail", were made
the same as first class mail, there would be far fewer foul-ups
in post offices, and costs of operating the post office department
would be reduced

Instead of making scapegoats of post office employes, we'd
rather point the finger of scorn at the third class mailing “priv-
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“ Fire Department
Misses Coffeemaker

Chatter

Houp allla
matle West Bend  aluminum
coffeemaker from  the Hepp

wes Sthmﬂn ner Fire Department. And un
happy s the freman without

- z = STt = - = = = that hot cup of collee On a

MORROW s a <ounty of many
moods. In the spring 1t s

verdant and vibrant., In  the
summer is teeming with A
tvity and warmth, In the fall

and mellow, and in
it can become onld

It I8 CTINg
the winter
annd brittle

Sometimes It s lemperamaont
i1 and capriclous, Tlaring up
with a sudden or unexpecied

outburst. These still surprise the
old timers, but they amaze and
sometimes bewilder newcomers

A sudden  waterspout  that
goues gulleys  and wricks
bulldings & one such maniles
tation of this temperamont

We  experienoed  another  ex
ample Sunday night which had
us a bit concerned

We went to the valley to vis
it relatives and paused Sunday
afternoon to see the 5:30 per
formance of Hollday on low In
Portland. It was late when we
reached  Arlington and  then
headed over the MeNab cutoff
towards lone

It had been a real pleasure
to get back to tranquility of
Eastern Oregon after sloshing
through the downpours thal
held through Hood River.

Suddenly, about halfway fo
lone from the Arlington.Condon
highway, we Came Aacross
bunch of tumbleweed on the
road. We skirted around it with
the thought that there must
have been a storm here, o

A little farther along, we
blinked our eves when the road
seemed  to  disappear In  the
reaches of our headlights. There
was nothing ahead but a jung
le of tumbleweed The road
wasn't even visible and the
tumbleweed appeared to be up
to three feet deep over the
road, a sodden mass from ap-
parent heavy rains

We started through the jung
le, but it got thicker and thick
er. Finally the car could push
aside no more of the weeds and
stopped. We tried backing up
and making a run for it still
unsure whether we were on the
road or not, but the pile of
weeds resisted. We got out apd
moved some, uncertain wheth:

er to try to procesd o turn
back

All we could see was tum:
bleweed ahead as far as the

lights would shine. It was
bit strange digging tumbleweed
off the road at midnight with
nary a soul around but us
We decided to go on and
jfcked our way through 1t
Wwon it was behind and there
was no more evidence of a ta
priclous outburst until we came
upon the snow starting jusy out
o Lcnnilun, another example
of a ncke.trmyrn.ment.

TUMBLE WEED, which has

been immortalized In sonf.
lsn't always so fondly romanti.
cized by the ranchers. The
greenhorn thinks of it as harm
less and novel. as it tumbles
along In the wind. But the
rancher knows that when [t
iles against fences in a good
low, the combination of the
strong wall it presents and the
force of the wind can take fenc.
es right out.

Even knowing this, we were
unprepared to find such a
blockade on the road which had
been so free and clear when
we went west just about 30
hours earller. Maybe a [fella
ought to carry a pltehfork in
his car as .woll. as a shovel

ONE OF THE requirements In

passing an ordinance by the
city council is that the ordin.
ance be read In full at a coun
cll meeting. In most cases this

isn't muech of a chore, but It

was different with the new zon-
ing ordinance. This is 30 pages
long.

For the past two months, the
council dreaded the time when
this would have to be read. The
planning commission had care-
fully worked out the ordinance
with the engineers, and the
council had gone over its pro-
vislons in detall.

So Monday night, the time
finally arrived. Mayor Rosewall
offered to take turns with
Elaine George, recorder. in read-
ing it, but Mrs. George sald she
was willing to get at it, even
though she had a cold and sore
throat.

She plunged in and waded

llege”.
—|

Couple Announces
Birth of First Child

Congratulations are being re-
ceived by Mr. and Mrs, Kit
George on the birth of their first
child, a son, born Saturday, De-
cember 3, at Fort Collins, Colo,
where the father Is attending

Colarado State University, His
birth welght was 7 Ib. 6 oz, and

has been named Robert Cam.
eron.
Maternal grandparents are

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Van Winkle,
Heppner; paternal grandparents
are Mrs. Elaine George, Hepp-
ner, and Oscar George, Walla
Walla, Wn. Great grandparents
are Mr. and Mrs. Don Hanna-
man, Lapwal, Idaho, and Mrs,
Cleo Van Winkle, Lexington.
Maternal reat-great grand.
mother Is Mrs. Julia Hannaman,
Prosser, Wn.

Mrs. Van Winkle and Patricla
will leava Friday by plane for
Fort Collins to ?mlp with the
care of the new infant. Home
address of the new parents is
No. 7C, Aggie Village, Colorado
St. University, Fart Collins, Colo.
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Oregon veterans' farm and home
bovine is stuck with an unwant. | loan paid a property tax of §337
ed shoe. Before the can s i |”“' year, i 53 poreent Increase
nally knocked off, the animal |over the $320 he pald last year

s an volunteer

fireman)

unhapps

clamp over the hoof, and the

pets lame and may suffer per and 84 percent above his 1964

mapent  injury  sametimes e | payment of S

suits This Lgure was reported by H
Ranchers would much rath (¢ Sgalfeld, director of the State

of  be  bothered with  bottles Departinent of Veterans' Affuirs

than cans” Orville sald which pald $10519611 In 1966,
Al of which they shoul

Iln' taxes this month on the prop
have to do neither, as the BEH | ooy of 31,463 World War Ll and
school boy onee phrased it Karein veterans who have state
cins. Last year's tax payment

- treih t

Service Held Mondoy ;; as 0410005 on 39407 proper
lra

For-Leoto Brannan, T e

Resident of Spray year's. How
ever, In some counties there was

| higher than last

Leota Jean Brannan, a resl-[& decreass from last year
dent for the lasy three years of | In Morrrow county, the tax on
Spray and a former iirppnl'r 54 properties this yeiar was $12,
resident, died November 30 at | S117R The average iax hemw
St. Anthony hospital in Pendle. |was $3100, against last years
wn after a lengthy lliness, She | average of $214.00 and as com
was 40 pared to the statewlide average

Leota Jean Alllson was born | this year of $337
May 17, 1826, in Montann, she | The borrower pays his taxes
was united In marrlage April|monthly to the state veterans'
221962, in Lexington to Mur- | department along with his loan
dith Brannan of Spray repayment. The department In

In addition to the turn pays the tax collector, and

increase was

L

widower,

she Is survived by a brother, . o DA

Leon Allison of Lawndale, :‘;:"\':"t--‘r]inh;“t';::,:ﬂ IS_::tv:Ialr:i
';:1!"“.l'l‘n:”:""\‘.’:"l:l:‘r“' \:fl":’l':_? count. The discount this year
Al iy 13 . . vl T
both of Tacoma, a daughter, saved the veterans $325.49
INarma Jean Dickman, Morrow

Ga., and five grandehildren
Services were  held Monday,
December 5, at 1 pm at the
Spray Assembly of God church
| with the Reverend Darrel Hos. |
kins officiating. Interment was
al Haystuck Cemetlery. Arrange
| ments were under the direction
of Sweeney Mortuary, Heppner

COMMUNITY

BILLBOARD

Churches to Join
In Sunday Program |

Churches of the South Morrow

Coming Events

County Ministerial association
are invited by the Christian HEPPNER HIGH
Church to  attend a anll.)l BASKETBALL

|meeting at 7:30 pm. to hear

: : Heppner vs. DeSales, Friday,
| Frank Sutton, The Dalles, North ’

west representiative of the Amer }?;.:.‘-nmb” 9 Heppner High
lcan Sunday School Union, and|fHeppner v Condon, Satur.
see a fllm that he will present, ay. Dec. 10, Condon High
“This One for Jesus,” Al Boschee, ;.;\':;rl - s &
pastor of the host church, an

CHRISTMAS SHOW
AND SILVER TEA
By lone Garden Club
Friday, Dec. 9, 2 pm.-8 p.m.
Saturday, Dec 10, 10 am..J

nounces

The meeting will be In  the
Christlan church. This Is on the
occasion of the 105th annivers
ary of the Amerfean Sunday
School Unlon, the pastor sald Y.m.
A free will offering will be ta [JGllliam & Bisbee Bullding
ken Public welcome, Lots  of
Christmas decorating |deas.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

SCHOOL LUNCH MENUS
Heppner Elementary School and

High School Tuesday, December 13
December 12 thru 16 (| Elementary grades 1 - 5
December 12 — Sloppy  Joes, “Christmas Windows"

green beans, canned frult, milk Junlor High Gymnasium, T7:30

December 13 — Macaronl and p.m.
cheese, molded vegetable salad, || No admission.
peas, cake, milk, bread and but. come
ter,

December 14—Beans and ham, |f '
lcornbread and honey, celery and || Wednesday, Dec. 13, 7:00 p.m
carrol slices, purple plums, milk | Heppner  High  PTA  invites

December 15—Baked potatoes, nll parents to attend stu
wieners and sauerkraut, bread dent's classes.

and butter, peaches, milk. - 5
December 16 — Creamed tuna SPONSORED AS A PUBLK
SERVICE BY

on loast, cabbage salad, cheese
C. A. RUGGLES

sticks, milk, dessert.
Insurance Agency

Public  wel

HIGH SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

Mr, and Mrs. Bill Farra visit-
ed her brother-in-law and siy-
ter in New Plymouth, ldaho, over

the week-end. The Farras are Heppner
looking forward to n Christmas
visit from thelr son, Jim, on P. O. Box 247 PH. 678-9623

leave from the U, S. Navy.

One of The Very Finest Gifts—
A PORTABLE TYPEWRITER
FOR CHRISTMAS
GET YOURS e
NOW!

CONTACT THE
HEPPNER
GAZETTE-TIMES

LARRY HOLLOWAY of
Standard Office Supply
Will Be in Heppner December 15 and 16—
Thursday and Friday
And Will Have A Supply of Popular
Portables With Him
Or We Can Get The One You Want.

Leave Word at The Gazette-Times.
AN_ADDING MACHINE IS A FINE GIFT IDEA, TOO!

STANDARD OFFICE SUPPLY
Grande

1214Y/; Adams Ave, La Ph. 963.3531




