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CGovernment administrntors
running the new Medicare pro-
gram are having trouble get.
ting the 65-and-older group to|
slgn up before the March 31
deadline. This must be very em
barrassing to the politiclans .mdl
bureaucrats who have long con-
tended that “the people.” espece
fally the old folks, were de-
manding the Medicare program i

Latest move to sell the pro
gram to reluctant eligibles Is a |||
thing ealled “"Medicare alert” |
Under this project, a crew of |
Medicare promoters will make
house calls In communities as |
part of a orash sign-up promo. |
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It |s apparent that the gov. |
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ing that If they don't sign up
by March 31, they won't have
another chance to do so for two
years.

This Is not nearly as strong
a compulsion as Is used on
farmers who are threatened with
lower farm Income through gov-
ernment dumping of surpluses
at price-wrecking levels to foree
them Into the feed grain and
wheat programs.

It may also be that many feel
that the Medicare program falls
far short of the extravagant
promises made by President
Johnson when he was running
for election,

This disillusionment with the
Great Society which is cropping
up in many places is general-
Iy referred to as “the credibll-
ity gap.,” This Is a polite way
of saving that people don't be-
lleve all that the Administration
tells them in carefully staged
TV fireslde chats,

There probably is another rea-
son for the less than whole-
hearted response to regimenta-
tlon, even in this day when gov-
ernment pokes Into every nook
and eranny of life
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