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GUEST EDITORIAL

Christmas Speaks of Giving
By The BEV. DON McCAHTY

Pastor. Church of the Nasarene, Heppner
The beautiful lights that shine so bright and colorful, the

green tree all decorated and trimmed, the gifts In the store
windows tell us the news. It's Christmas again In Heppner.

Christmas shoppers are busy picking out that special gift
for that special someone, the gift that best shows the expres-
sion of one's love to another. The cash registers ringing, the
children all singing and awaiting that big day. to see what
will be under the tree for them. Folks running to the post
office to mall the Christmas cards to friends and loved ones.
The buying and giving of gifts lets us know lfs Christmas
again.

Well, maybe Christmas has become too commercialized.
Maybe all this buying and giving and sending of cards, and
treats for the children has gotten out of hand. But still down
through the years Christmas has always spoken of giving.

We read about the wise men who traveled from afar to
see the Christ child. They presented unto Him gifts; gold
and frankincense and myrrh."

Christmas speaks of giving. Christmas began with a gift
The greatest gift ever given throughout the course of human
history. Christmas began with the gift of God's son. Jesus
Christ "When the fulness of time was come, God sent forth
His son ... to redeem them that were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons." (Gal. 4:4, 5)

God's gift to the world was the expression of His great
love "For God so loved the world that he gave His only be-

gotten son. that whosoever believeth in Him should not per-
ish but have everlasting life." (John 3:16)

What a great and wonderful gift was the Babe of Bethle-
hem, the most beautifully wrapped Christmas gift ever given.
Here in the manger was God Himself wrapped In human
flesh. (John 1:1)

God's gift was not for only a few, but for all of mankind.
The announcement of the angels, to the shepherds, gives the
universal scope of this great gift

Tear not for behold I bring you good tidings of great
Joy. which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this
day In the city of David a Savior, which Is Christ the Lord."
The value of a gift is determined by its usefulness to the re-

cipient and its adaptability to his needs. God's gift Is adapt-
able to every condition and circumstance.

God's gift His son, can and does meet every need the
Bible says of Him, "He satlsfleth the longing soul and fill-et- h

the hungry souL" This Is the testimony of millions who
have accepted God's gift and have found He meets the deep
needs of the human heart

Truly Christmas speaks of giving. Christmas tells us of
giving gifts to friends and loved ones, and those in need who
are less fortunate than we are. Christmas remains God's
greatest gift given on that first Christmas morn.

Christmas speaks of giving. God gave His son for you.
What have you given Him? There Is only one gift that God
is asking of you. He Is not asking for gold, frankincense, or
myrrh. His request of you Is, "My son give me thine heart"

Make this Christmas the best you have ever had, accept
God's gift of His son and give Him your heart

God bless you, and Merry Christmas!
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Yes. we are, Jim.
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With all

of a snow-covere- d landi4 ifhmirtrTinnriirhrM ITfT
scape, the spirit of Christmas comes to bless

and brighten every heart and home. It is our

wish that you may enjoy thrice fold this Yule all
leacefuf as a countryside

wrapped In snowy white, the quiet
contentment of Christmas spreads across
the land. We greet you with the wish that great
joy may be yours at this happy, holy time. And with
sincere thanks, we extend to you our great
appreciation for your favors and friendly good will.

the wonderful things that go into making the

Christmas season such a special time: the joyful hours, ,

the happy memories, the cheerful gatherings with family and friends.
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