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Stigma of the Poverty Label

Heppner should have some sympathy for those cities which
are currently suffering the indignity of being tabbed as sufl.
fering from poverty. It can understand the blow to commun-
ity pride that goes with the label that comes with the releas.
ing of the poverty rankings by John Oberdorf, state coordinator
for the Office of Economic Opportunity.

In a milder way, Heppner felt a similar stigma two yean
ago when the State Employment Service said that our town
was an area of “substantial unemployment” and thereby ell.
gible for some farms of government ald not available to other
communities, which, theoretically, were in a healthier con-

dition.

This, it may be recalled, nonplussed the Heppner Chamber
of Commerce, particularly so those members who had been
trying to get employees for certain jobs without success.

Conclusion locally was that the statistics were misleading.
Winter shutdowns in logging operations, a normal ocourrence
that is climatic rather than economic, had tempararily left
the crews unemployed. and these statistics, with the cold
inflexibility of a computer, thereby brought out the label that
this was an area of substantial unemployment.

To citles like Silverton and Dallas, which were rated as
having the greatest degrees of poverty in their population
brackets, this is more than a mere blow to pride. The label
itself tends to create economic hardship for the communities,
because those who might be intending to go there to opén a
business or make their home, if they took the matter serious-

ly, might shy away.
& . Dallas school superintendent, said that

Ray Klappenbach,
he has now received inquiries from new teachers hired for

the system. They are concernmed about coming to a poverty-
stricken community where housing and facilities are sub-
standard.
The bitterly ironic thing about it is that it just isn't true!
This editor, who lived in Dallas 15 years and left in 1958,
will contend that Dallas is one of the best-organized cities
in the state, that it radiates prosperity, that it has exception-
ally good housing, and that it has as stable an economy that
a city could expect.
The big Willamette
bone of the city, just as
of the most remarkable
any firm. Depressions never

Valley Lumber Co., industrial back-
Kinzua Corporation is here, has one
records of continuous operation of
shut that mill down. In the 1950’s
it added a big sheathing plant. The same Is true of the Ger-
linger carrier and lift truck operation, lat sold to Towmotor
of Cleveland but still in continuous operation.

A stable farm economy supports Dallas. We heard a re-
liable report recently that a farm machinery and supply es-
tablishment that serves the area increased its sales volumes
last year by more than $300,000.

Polk County Federal Savings and Loan Association, which
was a mere babe as a financial institution when we went
to Dallas in 1943, this year has assets of $9% million. In
1960, the assets of this same institution were $4': million.
Is this a sign of poverty?

Dallas built three big new schools during the time we
were there. Since that time, it has constructed a big addition
to the high school and currently is constructing a big new
junior high school. Poverty?

The area along the highway from Dallas to Rickreall—a
four-mile ich not too long ago was nothing but
farm land is now a continuous development of fine new hous-
ing and industry. Poor housing?

The Dallas Motor-Vu drive-in theater, one of Oregon’s
finest and best operated, added several new ramps this year
to accommodate the crowds that go to movies there. At one
recent show, cars lined up more than four miles bumper to
bumper were turned away because the theater was already
full to capacity. It wouldn't seem that the people are too
poverty-stricken to afford entertainment.

City park at Dallas is a huge beautiful place. We can
think of no other municipal park, with perhaps the excep-
tion of some of those in Portland, that equal it. The people
of Dallas pay for this park and welcome the public to enjoy
it without charge. Flanking it is a brand new municipal
swimming pool.

A majority of the business buildings have been rebuilt or
remodeled in the past ten years, and there are many new
businesses. Dallas radiates anything but poverty.

The city’s municipal water supply is bolstered by a large
reservoir on Rickreall creek. The dam, financed by a bond
issue voted by the people, was built six or seven years ago.

We're not so well acquainted with Silverton’s situation,
but residents there were equally as indignant as those in
Dallas when this report came out.

As we understand it, many of the statistics used in this
poverty witch hunt was based on those in the 1960 Census.
That's rather tenuous testimony to describe conditions of
today, even if they reflected true conditions in 1960, which
they didn't.

One thing that might have thrown the statistics out of
kilter is the fact that many retired persons live in Dallas, a
considerable number in rest homes. They are well cared for,
but their incomes are low and this may have been reflected in
the general picture.

This matter of attempting to make a case for poverty Is to
be deplored. It could have happened to Heppner, but cities
of less than 2500 were not included in the report. However,
Morrow county was not listed among the “poverty--stricken”
counties of the state,

It seems to us that there is considerable irresponsibility
in Interpretation of statistics in this situation and that there
has been some careless handling of these dubious conclusions.

Those who have worked and built by their own efforts do
not seek government intervention for relief; they shun it
They don't relish the undeserved shame of this stigma.

It all smacks of the government trying to make a case
for itself in its anti-poverty drive when our people are nurt-
ur]ed in the American tradition of seeking to do for them.
selves.

Woe 1o our nation when we take this feeling of self-
reliance from our people! That's exactly the direction we're
heading.

Those in the cities labeled "poverty-stricken” deplore it
and we deplore it

Just the othier day we listened to an elderly man, suffering
from several physical ailments, bitterly indict the new medi-
care program. Although not a man of means, he said that
he could not welcome the taxing of workers and businesses,
some of whom will be burdened to make the required pay-
ments, to care for his physical needs.

Why shatter a man’s spirit by calling him poor when
he feels rich? Why shame him with the stigma of pseudo
poverty when he feels proud?

‘Ride ‘em Cowboy’ Time Again

Say, rodeo fans, would you rather wateh
by the tap Northwest Rodeo Amsociation cowboys

Whichever your cholce may be It doesn't matter, because
there will be of both at the Rig Show Friday and Sat.
urday-—the 1 Momrow County Rodeo

Our rodeo has bullt up quite a reputation, proba
thumdmh«wlﬂhmlm.mml
hands like to come to this one, for it not only has
and the organisation, but it offers good purses and
tionally fine trophles. It's also a hospitable place to

mMMwﬂuammlumhdﬂ-m
ners in many events, and the names that colleagues
know and respect, such as Bill Ward, NRA president;
mumwwmtmmummu
rodeo at all, you'll thrill at watching these top

But, as we have sald before, there (s something particularly
fascinating in watching the man perform that you see every.
uy.mmhmmuluw.mm
mwtdmummﬂmmlnmmn.m
would suspect that he could rope a calf with the skill he
shows at the rodeo?

Rodeo is as natural to this country as the county fair, for
it exhibits the skills of the cattle country, It pits, In com-
petition, the men who were born 1o the saddle, as well as
those who enjoy It as a hobby or avocation,

All Is shaping up this year to Indicate a truly exciting
week-end. The dances have drawn larger crowds; the rodeo
board is employing some new ideas; many Iimprovements
have been made to the grounds; advance registration shows
that competition will be the keenest ever among the best
in the business; the event is better publicized.

The grand parade looms as one of the best by virtue of the
advance Interest; the queen and court have drawn super-
lative compliments in thelr summer appearances; and it is
quite likely that the rain will be rained out by Saturday!

So get in the spirit. Call your friends and relatives and
come on out for all events,

You can well admire the horses In the annual Horse Show
Friday for they are the well-bred animals for this great
county.

You can be proud of the skills of the rodeo hands for they
are those natural to one of the principal occupations of our
county.

It's ‘Ride ‘em Cowboy' time again!

performances
o our Jocal

oxcep.
come.

Impersonating Cowhands
{(From Wallowa County Chieftain)

One of the interesting things about the rodeo season s
the disposition on the part of many people who have never
had any intimate assoclations with horses or cows 1o dress
up to look like they are true sons and daughters of ploneer
ranchers. The sale of western hats, tles, shirts, belts, pants
and boots climb by leaps and bounds as everybody from
grandpa down to the latest toddling Infant tries to pose as
a descendant of Buffalo Bill and a relative of the world’s
champion bronc buster.

Many of these people have never been on or near a horse,
and would not know what to do around a ranch corral, but
they apparently feel a great urge (o fdentify themselves with
the outdoors and the cattle industry. When a pale-skinned
clerk dons a sombrero, a palr of Levis and cowboy boots he
often looks about as authenlic as a Hollywood Indian In a
western movie, but he seems happy in his new role. Mama
will struggle into a pair of Jeans straining and bulging pre-
cariously from stem to stern, but she seems to relish her role
in this western act.

It has actually gone so far that a man who shows up at
rodeo time in his usual business slacks or suit looks like a
city dude who has never known honest work or a rugged life.

But when the rodeo days are past a large part of west.
ern costume material goes back into the closet and i stored
away to awalit another rodeo season next year :

Even governors, supreme court justices, and
preachers deck themselves out in cowboy outfits :
rea

that this is all that is required to make them look
sons of the soil and range.

The genuine cowboys have never showed any particular
resentment toward this impersonation movement. The fact of
the matter is that the cowboy of today often is hard to rec.
ognize among his working brethern anyway, and he too has
to dress up at rodeo time, or for livestock conventions, in
order to look the part of a real Marlboro man.

Nobody ever seems to have an urge to dress up like preach.
ers, bankers, motorcyclists, filling station attendants, firemen,
or golfers, unless they are bona fide members of one of these
clans. The urge to impersonate somebody seems to be con-
fined largely to those who want to look like cowhands. We
don’t understand it, but it generates a lot of business, and
#hat is good for business is good for the country.

| print,

Chaff a

Chatter

Wes Sherman

WHERE ARE those people, this
work

., who belong 1o the
“There's Nothing to Do In &
Bmall Town  association? U

there is anyone around who lsn't
involved in the falr, he probably
has something to do with the
roddeo. Or the iot- show the
ruude Saturday. Or the dinner
or the courts Or the
breakfast. Or the dances. Or :
ting readv for back to school

Our peofound sympathy goes

| of them'

to those (and there are some!
who are involved in most all

WEVE HAD just a glimpse of

the fair at this writing, and it
surely looks good. All the ex.
hibits are so fresh and Inlerest.
ing. By the time this reaches
the fair will be

rrﬁh’
'well on the wane, but If you

haven't made It out, drop this
paper right now and get out o
the pavilion

The new bulldings are proving
themselves this year when the

| raln requires everything to be

Visiting with Mr. and

Breaks Arm in Fall

Mrs.
Wes Sherman and family Fri-

Donna Jean Raymond, 9, dau-
ghter of Mr. and Mrs. Arnold
Raymond, sustained a broken
left arm when she fell about 12
feet from a tree while at play
at her home Saturday. The
break was near the oulder.

The little girl was knocked un-
conscious by the fall and was
taken to Pioneer Memorial hos-
pital for treatment and obser-
vation. She was released with
the arm in a cast Monday.

day evening and Saturday were
Mr. and Mrs. David Karr and
family of Stayton. Karr is of.
fice manager for Stayton Can-
ning Company, The family was
on a week-end trip through
eastern Oregon.

RADIANT SIGNS that glow In
the dark—full variety of mis-

cellaneous sl for all -
25¢. Now on hnnf“:t
“Times office, tic

GREETINGS

We Join

in Welcoming Visitors

To Morrow County Rodeo Events
and Know They Will Enjoy Every
Minute of Their Stay.

DON'T FORGET

The Morrow County Fair Ends
Friday, August 27

TUM-A-LUM

Heppoer

LUMBER CO.

Ph, 676-8212

under cover. A little dampness
tsn't hurting the falr a bit It
will do a job of settling
the dust for events outside
Thursday night and help get the
rodeo grounds In good shape.
Congratulations to the fair
board, to the falr committee, the
superintendents and all of the
exhibitors for such a fine job!
Special compliments are due
Lenna Smith, the quiet hard.
working secretary of the fair. As

does & wonderful job with a
mass of book wark, premium de-.
taills, payment of premlums, get.

of expetiences to the G.T. and
we'll pass the articles on
through our

This thing that the Ander
sons are doing la one of our

best hopes abroad—to teach the
E:‘ple to do for themselves. Our

hope Is that the results
will be geatifying to them, for
if such Is the case, we can be
sure that thelr work will be
good for the American Image
abroad.

L] L] L ]
“WHAT TIME do you n In
the morni Jim ™ aving

open house today, Jim?™ “Think
the town ought to be wide open
for the rodeo, Jim?' These wwe
just a few of the wisecracks that
Jim Myers heard as he stood in
the rubble of his store [fromt
Tuesday moming after a pick
up truck had demolished the
front in a freak accident

Jim was unabashed. He lant
the abashing kind But if he
could somehow have collected

a dollar for each wisecrack, he
would have made a fortune

It's all a part of the "Iond
natuce of a communl ich
causes folks to look at the hum- |

orous side. Everyone was thank-
ful that no one was hurt.

Jim sald he figured it might
be a good time to lze
front on the lon job,

except that it was about as mod.
ern as it could be with plate
glass door, aluminum I‘rlmni
and big plate windows. :

Earl Ayres got a little ribbing,
too, about how th Ford pick-
ups start too easily, and If It

[had been a cold winter day you

never could have started it ete

ting the fair book together, and |Like Jim, he kept his peace

so on. The fair s fortunate to |

have her in this pn:!tion.
WITH THE big parade coming

Probably most stunned of all
was Johnny Harris, the young
man whg turned the switch to
“set off the bomb.” His mother,

up Saturday there have been | ., ihe falr Wednesday, sald that

some zealous orews devoling
every avallable minute to pre-
paring floats. There is a ter-
rifle amount of effort put into
thesé In proportion to the
amount of time they will be
seen. We know the Soroptimists
and the Rainbow Girls have been
hard at it for several weeks. We
presume the Mother's Club Is
working at thelrs, too. Probably
the public along the parade
route may not know It, but these
float builders have to be mech-
anics, carpenters, decorators, de-
slpnors, and artists to come out
with the fine entries which fin.
ally make their glorious appear-
ances in the parade

This takes real
spirit, friends, because the cas
award for grand
would only pay a cent or two
per hour ?or all the labor ex-
pended In the .mnﬂmdlzm,

- -

THIS IS the “last minute” for

the Nels Anderson family for
they depart from their home of
19 vears Sunday en route 1o
Niger, Africa, Thelr many
friends wish them bon voyage,
and admire them for thelr res-
oluteness in facing a new chal-
lenge. We can picture that the
Andersons will make a signifl.
cant contribution in this distant
country, and their friends all
know what sacrifices they are
making to go there,

Nels promises that he will
keep friends posted by writing

| joed

o u 1
mm I".l.!!\.l !

he Is getting over it He doesn’t
think his foot was on the accel. |
erator when he accidentally
turned the Key the wrong way,
but can't say for sure.

One thing John ean say. He
was the first customer at Jim
Myers' !)riu;in Drug Store

COMING BACK from taking son

Jim to church eamp at the
coast Monday morning, we not
with =ome surprise the
muddy swollen condition of
Willow creek north of Cecll We
could hardly believe If, but we
knew right away that things
had been golng on from errant
ald Jupe Pluvius in our county
again. We saw the men working
on road repalrs up the canyon

sweepstakes to Palmateers, saw them restor.
|imr the railroad tracks near Ce.

cil Jonea place and saw where
the flood had been over the
highway In the flat stretch l:ny;|

' Ken Palmers.

Nels Anderson, who visited
with us a bit Tuesday, sald that |
this Is undoubtedly the most pe- |
cullar, rainiest summer that has
occurred during the time he has
been in the county. It's rulnln§|
right now—with the sunshining? |

They told us when we came
to Morrow county that no one |
would ever complaln about !hc‘
rain, Right now, we would ques.
tion that.

Looks as If some are never
going to get harvest completed.
And we swe do feel bad about

all the summer fallow da
the erosion, and the dﬂlmn

to farm propeny
Bl we do pek up A
of bright notes in the

U “.mr.i‘ of A

i pa m ma !
“Excelient uie n

in summer fallow should »

for early seeding. The w-m
ain during the week shou

greatly improve range condit
one "™

Now. this didnt refer to Sun
day’'s Noodin The summary
troms the USDA  was wrilten

prior o ll‘ll}

TO THOSE parents whg never
can get thelr young sprouts
to write from suMmer camp, we
have @ suggestion
Just be sure that they
thelr health certificates
That'll get them to
know.

Selective Service
Lists New Hours

selective service office, local
board No. 31, Condon, will be
open six hours dally, Mond
theough Friday. beginning Aug-
ust 30 until further notice, PegEy
Dean Riney, clerk, announces.

It will be open from 10 am.

untll noon and from 1 lr.b pm
The clerk asked that this infes-

mation be printed for benefit of
Moerow county registrants.

{ home
"' We

COMMUNITY

BILLBOARD

Coming Events
HEPPNER SWIM POOL
Closes September 5

Open Saturday, Sunday, Aug.
28 29, after Rodeo show
until 7 pm.

FAIR & RODEO EVENTS
.11 Plg Scramble, Thursday
T3 pm

Saddle Horse Show
$:00 am.-2 pm

Friday

Street Parade, Sat 1000
am

Rodeo Sat, 1:15, 8:00 pm

Beef Barbecue Dinner, Epls.
copal Church, Sat., 58 pm

Rodeo Dances, Fri. and Sat.,
10 pm

wranglers Cowboy Breakfast,
Sunday, 711 am

Rodeo, Sunday, 1:30 p.m

—_———

MORROW COUNTY SCHOOLS

Open  doors Tuesday, Sept.
7. 5:45 am., Heppner, lone,
Boardman and lrrigon.

SPONSORED AS A PUBLIC
SERVICE BY

C. A. RUGGLES

Insurance Agency
P. O. Box 247  PH. 676-9625

Know Your Newspaper Better

Front Page Readers

Some people are . . . they look at the front page and
think they've seen ALL the news. They feel there sn't
any worth-while news . . . news of interest to them ..,

on the inside pages.

But There Aren’t Many Like That

. not among the readers of the Gazette-Times. Why? Because the

Gazette-Times prints an abundance of news on the inside pages, every

lssue.

News of soclety, sports news, farm news, general news, per-

sonal items, news from surrounding communities, court news, births,

deaths, markets—all this news appears on the inside pages. And

more, there's news in the advertisements, too,

Sure the Front Page Is Fine

—

But there's room there for only a few news reports, The
front page can't begin to hold ALL of the news of this
area, Every page of the Gazette-Times carrles news of
interest to you, and every other reader. That's why this

newspaper hag mighty few “front page readers.” Our

readers read ALL of the paper!

---——-.\

GAZETTE-TIMES




