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The Reception of Christ
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There was a strange power exeried over the world by a
babe born In Bethlehem so many years ago Nearly twenty
senturies have passed but still we are not rid of His influence.
His birthday has become the dividing line of the centuries and
He has become the dividing personality of the world.

How was such a one received by the world into which He
was born? The first indication we have of His reception was
that of the innkeeper—“No room.” The keeper of the inn had ex-
cuses, all valid: his guests were all legitimate, his rooms were
all filled, he could not have known whom he was turning away.
Yet his reception somehow was typical of all Bethlehem that
night. Men so preoccupled with their affairs of business, women
so busy about thelr housework, and everyone so possessed with
his own social obligations that they falled to see the star or to
hear the Angelic Chorus.

The reception of the Wise Men was somewhat different,
more impressive. They had journeyed from afar and brought
with them lavish gifts for the King of Kings. Henry van Dyke Iin |
his tale, “The Other Wise Man,” tells of a fourth wise man who |
never arrived with his gifts for the Christ Child. Never arrived
because on his journey he had used up his gifts ministering to
the poor and distressed he met on his way. Still as he lay dying

he heard a voice repeating the words, “In as much as ye hava |
done it unto the least of these my brethren ye have done it unto |
me" So we are reminded that giving In itself has no value ex- |
cept it is motivated by love.

Herod, the reigning monarch of Judea at the time of Christ’s
birth, has been described as crafty, jealous and vengeful. His
reception of Christ was an act of rejection; rejection because he

The world is full of winding roads
That wander up and down,

And circle mountain, marsh, and woods
To end at the same town,

The world is full of travelers

Wheo journey fast and fleet,

The world is full of wayfarers

Who never hope to meet.

Some on the low road, some the high,
Some on the middle track,

But every road men journey by

Will one day circle back.

For life is like a ring of light

Where love leads on afar,
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HAPPY NEW YEAR

TO ONE AND ALL
From Jo Ann and Art Dyck
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