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The Hope for the Home on the Range

Extraordinary work has been dan In recent year by Morrow
county student in the annual Soli Conservation speech contest
We're Retting pretty used to having our representative placing
In the state finals, and It has been years since the local Morrow
winner dldnt advance to the state semi finals.

This showing Is due not only to the talent of the students
but by the help and encouragement of their teachers and the
Heppner Soli Conservation dUtrlct

But the Important thing. It seems to us, Is not so much that
they win the contest, but what they have to say. They bring
a real message, and the great pity has been that too few hear
them.

This year's local winner, Anita Groves, placed second In the
semi finals and thus was eliminated from the state finals. But
she cave a talk that deserved hearing by large btudiencc.
It was repeated at the Morrow County Grain Growers meeting
and thus reached the ears of several hundred persons.

Because all In the county didn't have the opportunity to
hear Anita, and because she has a message of Importance, we
reprint the text of her talk below.

Many years ago a song written by an unknown cowboy
was dedicated to the rangeland of America. The first lines,
familiar to all of us. are, "Oh. give me a home where the
buffalo roam and the deer and the antelope play, where
never Is heard a discouraging word, and the skies are not
cloudy all day."

These well-know- n lines, written so long ago, describe the
rangeland as it was before man destroyed so much of its
beauty and value. Today, there are millions of acres In this
country of ours that are sorely neglected and no cowboy or
any living creature would want to call them home. Grasses
are gone, weeds have taken over, erosion has left deep
gullies, and rocks are sprouting from the hillsides.

In the second verse of the old song, the cowboy says,
"I would not exchange my home on the range for all of the
cities so bright" Today, he would probably gladly trade
this worn out land for city lights, and If he sang the song
he would be lamenting the loss of yesterday's range. The
time is running out and the range is paying the fanner back
for his poor care by feeding less livestock. A surplus produc-
tion of livestock is not likely to ever become a permanent
problem in the United States. With a population explosion
In progress and the danger of a scarcity of feed for future
generations a possibility, rangeland conservation should be
a major concern to all of us. Furthermore, the wide open
spaces the cowboy once knew are disappearing and every
precious acre must be protected.

The phrase, "there's never a discouraging word," Is not
true today. When millions of acres of once lush grasslands
are covered with scraggly weeds and useless plants, such as
sagebrush, the outlook is dismal and discouraging. But with
a wise seeding program and scientific range management
much of this land can be restored. However, this restoration Is
a slow process.

It takes nature several hundred years to build up an inch
of topsoil, and without man's help, it may take from 20 to
50 years for grass to grow on areas where it has been de-

stroyed. In the past grass was taken for granted, but now
with the soil conservation program, more and more ranchers
are realizing that good grasslands are an essential and
basic part of a ranch geared to high production. For prac-
tically all grasses and legumes conserve and improve the
structure of the soil and are the principal agents for pre-
venting erosion on sloping hillsides.

Rangeland management means planning and putting
into operation a complete program of conservation suitable
for a particular range as the conditions are never Just alike,
but the end result is the same good grassland.

Heppner Soil and Water Conservation district ranchers
use several different methods to protect and improve their
grasslands. One popular practice in this district is rotational
grazing which means that livestock are rotated among
several grazing areas to allow regrowth during the rest
periods.

Closely related to this is the practice of deferred grazing.
In our area the use of separate winter and summer ranges
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is a successful means to increase production. Furthermore,
ranchers watch their grazing land to see that it is not over-

stocked for the stand of grass and that it is being uniformly
grazed. Along with these practices, a fencing program must
be used to prevent overgrazing, to encourage uniform grazing
and to successfully use rotational grazing.

We are fortunate in the Heppner district that most
ranchers advocate these practices and use them extensively
on their ranges. Providing several stock watering places
in each field is another way to save grassland. This means
well-scattere- d stock, less tendency to kill grass around the
water, more time for the cattle to lie down, and more
money in the bank when the stock is sold.

Many ranchers in our district have developed excellent
ponds on their ranches. Besides providing water for live-

stock, these ponds attract all forms of wildlife.
The lines in the song, "Where the deer and the antelope

play," can come true if individual land operators apply
soil and water conservation practices that increase wildlife.
The land use decisions of farmers and ranchers can mean
an abundnce or a scarcity of wildlife. Because so many
ranches in our district provide food, water and cover so vital
for wildlife survival, Morrow county is widely known as one
of the best hunting areas in the state.

There is much more to rangeland management than I
have presented here today. The using of fertilizers and
chemical sprays, the reseeding of old pastures and the
mowing of weeds are among them. I am proud of my
district and what it Is doing about range land conservation,
but there is more to be done. If each and every rancher
would use some of these practices, much of our nation's
rangeland could be restored to its former beauty and pro-
ductiveness. Then we could again sing the sentimental
ballad, "Home on the Range," as if we meant it

However, if we do not practice sound range manage-
ment, we may be singing new words to the old song that
go like this:

Oh, give me a home where there is some loam,
Where the soil and the water will stay.

For I must exchange my home on the range
for some other place that will pay.
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Your new car is one of the largest investments you'll ever make. Be sure you invest

wisely. Insist on a test drive before you buy. There's no obligation on your part.
We Ford Dealers are happy to oblige. Test drives are a good investment for us, too.
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Returning to their borne in
Hood River on Sunday, after

65...best year yet to buy from your
Ford Dealerspending four days visiting at

The family was so proud of Mom when she was swept into
PTA office by a landslide victory, they phoned all the relatives

Long Distance to share the good news. (They Direct Distance
Dialed em like a flash.) How about you? Shared some family fun,
long vacations, or election victories lately? Remember, "Long

the home of Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Jones were their son and daugh

Busy Needles Meet
Busy Needles 4-- club had a

meeting November 3. We met at
Mrs. Holtz' place in town. We
met again November 10 at the
home of Mrs. Spohn. Teresa
Tucker joined us to start her
sweater. We had one visitor, who
was Mrs. Herb Ekstrom.

Frances Wiley, reporter
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ter-in-la- and family, Mr. and
Mrs. Gary Jones, Holly and Guy.
Lloyd Dyer, also of Hood River,
accompanied them here and en-

joyed a successful elk hunting
trip.

Distance is the next best thing to being there." And X
lower ra tea begin after 6 PM. PACIFIC northwest bell vAy HEPPNER. OREGON


