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A Legal Penalty on Public Service

In the Gazette-Times of October 11, 1962, was an editorial,
“Unfalr Law to Public Servants.” which had as its premise that
the state law prohibiting public officials from having any
pecuniary interest in that body they serve is an unjust law,

At the time that editorial was written, |t was lllegal for a
city councilman, a school board member, or any other public
official to sell goods or services to the agency which he served

The 1963 legislature amended this law, and as we under-
stand It. a public officer may have a pecuniary Interest In the
agency he represents up to a maximum of §500 per fiscal year.
This is a step in the right direction, but it Is still unrealistic in
the case of small towns and works an injustice.

In Heppner last week, Councilman Earl Ayres submitted a bid
on the city's new fire truck on behalf of the firm he owns,
Heppner Auto Sales. The bidding was open and competitive.
The bids were opened at a time when Ayres was not present,
by his own choice.

His bid was low bid. It met the specifications set up for the
truck. But the contract has not been awarded because under
the law, he apparently is not legally qualified to bid. He is a
councilman. City Attorney Bob Abrams is still seeking an
official ruling, which Is slow in coming, but this certainly
appears to be the situation,

As was pointed out in the 1962 editorial, such cases certainly
are discouragements for businessmen in a small town to offer
themselves for voluntary public service. It amounts to a legal
penalty for the person who is willing to take his time and
devote the effort to work on behalf of his fellows

This Is a law that has almost necessarily been violated
many, many times, not only In Heppner but across the state
in most small towns.

What businessman has there been who has served on the
council who at some time has not sold something to the city?
For example, newspaper editors have served on the council
here. They have printed budgets for the city, have done job

printing.

In some instances, if the city did not use the business
services of its own officers, it would be required to go out
of the county for them, and this would not be In the public
interest, for sure,

The new $500 maximum law is discriminatory, it seems to
us. It opens the door for a businessman whose goods or merch-
andise are composed of small items, but it shuts the doar in
the face of the merchant who traffics in larger goods. An owner
of a variety store, for instance, could sell quite a few items to
the city while serving on the council and be legal. A man like
Ayres, whose merchandise is over $500, is penalized. It is his
business to sell cars and trucks.

It is quite clear, of course, that the statute was set up to
safeguard governmental agencies from being victimized by
those who would use their positions for ill-gotten gains. This
would seem to be more of a possibllity in larger towns or
agencies where public doings are not quite so close to the
people as they are in small towns. In larger places, thousands
of residents would have no contact at all with their public
officers, but this is not true of small towns, Virtually everyone
in the small community knows his public representatives and
all about them.

It would not be necessary to eliminate the statute to correct
the situation. It could be amended again so that in cities, say,
less than 5000 population an officer might have a pecuniary
interest in the city's business of over $500 per fiscal year
provided that he wins the business on open and competitive bid.
It could be stipulated in the law that the particular officer
could not participate in the awarding of the contract, either
as a councilman or a member of 2 committee. Also, if there
would be a thought that fellow councilmen might award a
contract to this fellow servant out of loyalty to him, it could
be stipulated that such an officer could not receive a contract
unless his bid was the low bid.

Alternative to a change in this law is rather unpleasant tc
contemplate, unless it is winked at and violations occur without
challenge.

The time will come when every local businessman in a
small town will be unable to be so generous as to serve on a
public body without any remuneration except the ironic criti-
cisms of his fellow citizens, This will narrow the reservoir
of potential candidates to such an extent that good municipal
government in small towns will be seriously impaired. A small
town needs the wisdom and experience of its good business
heads, although it could certainly stand to have representation
from other walks of life besides businessmen.

For the good of the small governmental agencies, and in
fairness to those willing to serve as officers, this unduly restric-
ting law needs another amendment. It is hard to see how an
officer could commit any skulduggery under a competitive
bidding system with the qualifications indicated above, On
the contrary, this would be a safeguard and in the best interests
of good and democratic government.

With seven city officers in Heppner to be elected in November
this is a very pertinent matter at the present time.

Nineteen Attend
Youth Retreat

Nineteen high school
from the Heppner

Fishback to Speak
On Mission Work
With South Africans

Rev. Len B. Fishback will
speak on “Experiences in South
Africa,” during the worship hour
at the First Christian church
Sunday morning, September 20.
Rev. and Mrs. Fishback and two
older children spent two years in
Benoni, South Africa, which is
20 miles from Johannesburg. He
will show many curios and arti-
facts in connection with his talk.

The public is invited to come
and hear him speak on the emo-
tions, the problems and real life
of the South Africans.

Due to conflicts on Thursday,
September 17, youth felllowship
and visitation <vangelism pro-
grams have been postponed until
the following Thursday, accord-
ing to the pastor,

A meeting of the church board
has been called for after the
moming service Sunday, relative
to future plans for the church,

there.

Those from other

number attending.

ett Struckmeier.

Jones in Hood River,

Youth Fellowship will met at 7
p. . to practice the “BoGi” pro-

gram,

five salmon.

yvouths
Christian
church attended a mountain top
retreat at Emigrant Springs park
Sunday afternoon. The meeting
was in the community building

churches
were Hermiston, Pendleton, La-
Grande, Baker, Athena, Milton-
Freewater, Enterprise and Lex-
ington. In all, 119 were present
with Heppner having the largest

Accompanying the group from
here were the Rev. Len Fishback,
pastor, Evelyn Jepsen and Ever-

Mr., and Mrs. Paul Jomes re-

turned Saturday from a week’'s
vacation spent visiting the Gary
enjoving
the State Fair in Salem, visiting
the John Blakes in Kent, Wn.,
and also a successful deep sea
fishing excursion off the coast
near Wesiport, bringing home |

Grover T, O'Dell

he notifled the company that

| location

A lotter came to the Chamber of Commenre from 4 Partland

bidied November 18 1897, Consolidated February 18  woman who plannad o come lo Ui area with a4 puty on @

| deer hunt. She sald they had previously husted in the Potate

Hill area, but because of the talk of raitlesnakes in this siva,

she wanted to know i she shouldn't come prepared for (he worst

When the letter was read at the Monday Chamber of Com

| merce meeting, one of the good clan of hunting members face
tlously remarked that perhaps more snakes should be planied

[in the woods. But we can't believe that our ardent hunten |
t would really be that inhospitable’ (At loast not the local ranche
|'who had his wallet, eontalning some $3000, returned by s Port

| land hunter last year)
| We don't claim o be
skittish about rattlesnakes as

tromped woods and rangelands considerably In loweyt
| hardly the popular foolwear for the area. To this time, we've
suffered "nary a bite and have seen ‘nary a rattler

Allen Nistad of Kinsua Corporation, who heard all this talk
on rattlers and should know what the woods s like
Potato HiIll is too high an altitude for any snakes

We'd just about be willing to affirm to the Portiand woman,
| bless her trembling bones, that there aint no rattlers on Polato

HIlL

county

widespread ramblings,

| some publicity, too

‘we'd be comfortably hidden under the bed)

Even over in the beautiful

county, between Stayton and Mehama Is Rattlesnake hill, and
| the residents there have a keen respect for its reputation
‘pmhabl}- would be hard to find any county In the state that
could claim It Is rattlesnake-free

| So maybe, if a hunter wanted to be real prepared, he might
bring a snake bite kit along as a matter of precaution

‘ It is our understanding that quite a few hunters go into
the woods well stocked with snake bite remedy, but we doubt
if it is the kind that would really provide first ald if one of the

buzztails actually struck them.

TIMES. Thursday. Seplember 17, 1% Too Much Ado About Rattlers

Two Hitle Incidents this week indicate that Marrew ocounly
has been getting oo much publicity abouy ratilesnakes |
wha has been here a8 o e sfation |
agent for Union Pactfic while Elmer Sehmidt was on Vacoathon
was so dublous about walking through tall grass by the |
tracks, due to the possibility of encountering rattlesnakes, thal

maintenante orew oul the grass belore he would wark
LALN

‘ Now, when it comes to Rock Creek, that's a different matter
| This Rock Creek country is for the strong and sturdy to gambeol
and frolic. There Is some who seem o enjoy the bussing of a
rattler as cheerful companionship
| howling of coyotes at night to lull them to sleep. These are
the ones who will enjoy an outing down Rock Creek

No, we don't say there aren’t any rattlesnakes in Morrow
After all, Dr, C M. Wagner admits that he has treated
two cases of rattlesnake bites (or suspected) in the 10.0dd yoars
he has been here, —And maybe by now County Agent Nels
Anderson has seen his first rattler, although he sald a year or
two ago that he had yet to see one in the county despite his

But Morrow Is a big county, and the rattlers confine them-
selves pretty well to certain areas, with an oceasional straying
The only time we've seen one was when someone brought a dead
one in with the kind thought that we might like to display
it in the office. (Perish the thought!)

Now in Gilllam or Grant county, it might be different. Nistad
| reported that his son went out hunting chukars the other day
and did better on rattlers, killing five
taunting raucous chukars. But they weren't In Morrow county
‘ When you come right down to it, Mrs Portland Hunter
| rattlesnakes are getting pretty well dispersed across the state
When we lived in Douglas county, they used to get up parties
to go rattlesnake hunting and they'd clean out dens of 700
lor SO0 along the Umpqua River, which gave the area quite

la

it would have o hasve the
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owvunly Falr and  Rasbes  owsirt
Eave uas gosl rejreseniation in
Illw parsde, comparing favorably
wilh other comanunitles all over
this part of the state and south
eastern Washington

Thua, the Witk of the \'.::.pi.

did a Nine lhli-,; far the entle

e nit

an authority, but the editor s & Pl @

anyotie could be, and we've IT LOOKS TUO 'S as if the club
orfords— women will have to grant
Pvivinio ALYy membetship o Bob
Haget particularly and W
Stmon Winter and T Laird
deviares Bob worked like a beaver on
that Soroplimist (eal, and the

dhar two did & 1ot of work
It isn't an easy thing to haul such
a [rilly paoxw ol merchamndise s
lar and then get 1 In shape 10
make a poxl showlng In o
parade. Thete was consldetable
wiring to do for Iastance, (o
st light the girls on the parade
A big batte ty had o be it ained
Aha wiring run to it fromm the
Hghts

Belore the lloat relumed o
| Heppner, 1t had to be dismantled
and the thousands of ploces of
facial Vissue were disposed of
We understand that Bob had a
[iar tire on the Noat tratler haul
ing It hoene and had 1o leave It
parked at Orville Cutsforth's
place

I'ne entire Hager
worked long and hard this
Hoal, and the community owes
them a special vole of 'hanks
along with the thanks to the club
did on the in general. = .
WE MET SOME old friends going
into the Round.-Up stands for
the parade review and sat with

just as others enjoy the

family
on

than he

Ellle  (Bud} Neal Pendleton

school superintendent, a friend

in Dallas. City Manager Mel

(When they came to ask us to join them Gardner came in, a Inemd of
Forest Grove days, and seated

Santiam country In Marion IL\::! a li_llh‘ distance away Wwas
| Bob McCurdy, Pendleton branch

1t manager of First National, a Il
lemddk when we lived In Nyssa
years ago. We hadn’t seen Bob

and FPeg for mote than 20 years
and thus, this visit to Pendieton
| incldentally turned out to b
Qquite a reunion,

When the flag bearers came in
at the head of the parade, every
one patriotically stood at atten-

- | tions. But about every few hund

TO THE
[EDITOR. . .

tTo the Editor:

Concerning your editorial on
Mr. Tom McCall of August 27,
I would simply like to make
two peints, First, the programs
which Mr. McCall has been
talking about In his campalign,
such as mental health, economic
development, correctional insti.
tutions, juvenile delinquencir,
and vocational training are all
directly influenced by federal
programs and presidential phil-
osophy. Millions of federal dol-
lars have been spent in these
rograms and millions more will
ge spent under the present
Congress and President Johnson.

For example, the simple fact
is that there are $325 million
available to the state of Oregon
as a direct result of the Johnson
tax cut.

State Senator Alfred H. Cor-
bett has never implled that the
people of Oregon should rely
strictly on federal programs. But
he is acutely aware that these
programs are vital to the de-
velopment of our state's re-
sources and the care and pro-
tection of our individual citizens.
No one has said, including Sen.
ator Corbett, that getting "em-
]brolled in federal programs is
easy.,” But to suggest ignorin
[these programs is near-sightec
land isolationistic.

Secondly, may we point out
that Senator Corbett, as well as
being an active humanitarian
and civie leader, has one of the
finest legislative records ever ac-
cumulated in Oregon state gov-
ernment. Just to mention a few
bills Senator Corbett has worked
on, in the area of Youth and
| education:

Chief legislative sponsor of
the Metropolitan Youth Commis-
sion, 1959; co-sponsor of summer
work camp program for boys,
1959; sponsor of bill to test all
infants for PKU, 1963; co-
sponsor of four-year college
status for Portland State College,
1953; co-sponsor of bond issue
for classrooms for higher edu-
cation and for community col-
leges, 1963.

In the area of human rights:
co-sponsor, equal rights to use
of public accommodations, 1953;
co-sponsored bills to eliminate
discrimination in employment
and in housing, 1937; co-spon-
sored bills to provide assistance
to persons displaced by high-
ways, 1959; co-sponsored bills to
strengthen civil rights, 1961.
the areas of correctional
institutions, mental health in-
stitutions, he instituted or pro-
posed bills dealing with: con-
struction of Dammasch Hospital,
1953: construction of correctional
intermediate institution, 1853;
stricter sentencing of sex-offend:
ers, 1955; gifted children pro-
gram, 1959; youth work camp,
1959: Metropolitan Youth Com.
mission, 1959; Mental Health
Division, 1961; Women's Prison
Building, 1961; Sheltered Work-
shop for mentally retarded, 1963;
Pilot school

|r tally retarded. 1963,

program for men-|day Saints,

red feet In the Une of march
iwould come another American
| flag carrled by some group, and

From this list, mu will notice
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WE ENJOYED a very fine din:  executive secretary of the assoc
with the lone Lions Mon. | jstion

any

much the “Ciation of Appre
iatlon” they presented us from
Lions International, We thank

them for their thoughtfulness

Wi

¢t

state,
and ahead of La Grande in third
place
members and the
view

of

| secretary before he moved awad
was Judged the outstanding s

judped second most outstanding

night and appreciated very
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This bunch of Lions Is making
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they show In thelr practice
Lionism I8 remarkable

Mel Melena, who was

They now

wet
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Friday, Saturday, 7-10 p.m

| 3 Sunday, 2.5 pm

.Ex-chmgl’on Mﬂﬂ Admission S50¢. rentals ¢

'Promoted by Bank

:g“?t I:ﬁ;‘l‘;:};nrfﬂ.gn:ﬁxéw:gs the result was the crowd was
Metropolitan Youth Commission, II;::;}“"#! g KRe:ewm SR 0w

for which McCall later worked.

In 1953, he proposed a bill for

an intermediate correctional in- | €7 respect to the flag required

stitution, which McCall now of- |standing only a tthe entrance |, .
flag bearers for |

fers as a "new ldea." of the official

Senator Corbett has always|the parade, and this ruling on
said that the best program In | Protocol was sufficient for us. So
government |s the solution of | we remained sented at future
rroblems at the community|flag passings, even at the risk
evel, and In acting on that prin- | thai some in the audlence might
ciple, he has aftended over|think there were unpatriotic cit
21.0111 mmﬁlittc«e meetings In {hu lzens amfim r them.
state seeking community solut- Dale Slusher, manager of the
lons for community problems. He | telephone company in Pendleton,
is simply not willing to ignore |on the other hand, stood at at
:::(' {Jal“lcit! ah!qlu?‘f?ﬁ:;l 'g pl.?ril‘?t{ tention every time and doffed

e ed States, e Un whoy hat. Later we accus-
States' federal programs and 2315 .‘{?’m"‘.‘,} &:ar:-?;‘i,r‘;‘;:;:tlim
therefore directly influenced by |haly by taking it off and on so
Presidential and party phllos- | many times. (Dale has a crop of
opll}y'ls inconceivable that Mr m}i,' fike & billlard Dall).

. i b e ut it was a very fine even!—
rI:#ltr‘:nmsaﬁauaugledr ‘;:“éﬁf’?ﬂ:e 5:;; [ this parade and program—and it
State instead of a lezlslnlo:yand |struck us that the Round-Up s,
humanitarian willing to use ali |ithough on a much bigger acale,
resources to solve the problems | guite like the Morrow rodeo
of his state and to preserve The work is all from volunteers

human values,

As you sag. he has promise
of distinguished public service.
This letter Is to point out that
Senator Alfred Corbett offers
not just a promise, but a record
of distinguished public service
over twelve years In elective
office.

G. C. LANSING
Campalgn Director

Buchanan Plans
Active Campaign

who are community-minded, and
it retains a hometown flavor
with a lot of nelghboring towns
taking part.
L ] . L]

GROVER O'DELL, who has heen

acting as station agent [for
U.P. here while frlend Elmer
Sehmidt s wvacationing, has
really been stirring things up.
In fact, we wouldn't be sur.
prised to see the depot blossom
out with a new coat of palnt, He
came In and got three clippings
of our recent comments about
the depot, particularly that it
needs painting, and has been
sending them in to the proper
officials to get some action,

The Martin Buchanan for Rep-| We promised him that we
resentative Committee met at a [would run a picture of the
dinner in Pendleton September 5 | newly-painted  depot on the
to discuss his campalgn for rep- [front page when the work Is

done, and will make good on

that.
Only thing, though, probably
a lot of the old-timers will think
they are coming in to the wrong
town if this landmark takes on
a bright new appea.r.'anve.

[ ] .

THE BILL BARRATTS have
moved to Spokane and by now
it is hard to find any represent-
atives of the Barratt family here
—a name that was once con.
sidered as much a part of Hepp-
ner as the county courthouse.

Supt, and Mrs. David Potter
and family are in the ranch
house on the Barratt place, and
Bill, Bonnle and family have
found a Shangrl-la six miles out
of Spokane, Rt. 3, Box 520,

Bill sald last week he would-
n't have realized that such a
primeval scene could be found
so close to the city of Spokane.

resentative for the 25th district
which is comprised of Umatlila,
Morrow, Gllllam, Wheeler and
Sherman counties.

The county, distriet, and local
area chairmen of the commitles
throughout the 28th district were
present to discuss ways and
muans of conducting a vigorous
campaign in all five counties,

Buchanan told the group that
the next session of the legisia-
ture will be one of the most im
portant sessions in the State's
history. He expressed his views
on various problems facing lie
next legislature. Mr. Buchanan
stated that taxes and fiseal
policy, education and resours
development are issues of paia
mount importance facing the
next session of the legislature,

Buchanan further stated that
he will diligently study and e-
valuate these matters and take a
realistic approach to the proh-
lems of the state as a whole and
in particular, how they relate to
the people of the 28th district in
Eastern Oregon.

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold
traveled to Richland for the
week-end to attend quarterly
conference sponsored by the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter.

with some timberland,
water, and they are going
build some small lakes,

On one of their [first
there, Bonnle declared to
that all they needed was the
how! of a coyote to make them
feel that they were clear out In
the wilds. No sooner had she
spoken than a coyote howled
outside and kept it up most of
the night.

nights

Bud and Mel agreed that prop- |

They have ahout 60 acres there |
lots of |
to |

Bill |

HEPPNER HICH PFOOTBALL

Alfred E. Van Winkle, son of |f5¢cond home game, Friday,
Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Van Winkle Sept. 18, Rodeo field,
lof Lexington, has been elected Heppner va. Condon, 8 p.m.

the Mustangs!

of | | Support

viee president and secretary
Spokane Bank for Cooper Season tickets on sale
atives, { -
A native of Lexington, Van PUBLIC CARD PARTY
Winkle was graduated from American l*'lnu Hall M
Lexington High school and from aav .“';"l"" ‘i" "H SH, NOW;

Cir

ur

a

Winkle served in the Ailr Furm«|
and Infantry attaining the rank

of

Lindsay Has Attack |

and ex-county clerk here, suffer
ed a heart attack
carly this week and is confined

according to information receiv
ed by
James Driscoll. His condition
showing good Improvement, but

it

lined to the hospital for two or

th

|

BS and MS degrees In agricult. |
Spokane bank staff In 1949 as

was promoted to secrelary

p.m
Bridge — Pinochle — Prizes —
the| Refreshments
PTA TEACHERS RECEPTION
Wednesday, Sept. 23, 8 pmn.
High school multl purpose
roam.
Good program, All parents
and teachers welcome,

egon State University  with

al economics, He jolned

business analyst and In Jfli2|

During World War II. Van

captain,

e

RED CRGSS BLOOD DRAWING
Monday, Sept. 28 3.6 pm.
Elks' Lodge hall,

Quota 90 pints

SPONSORFD AS A PUBLIC
SERVICE BY
|

. A. RUGGLES
P. O, Box 247

nsurance Agency
Heppuer

Bruce Lindsay, former resident
In Gresham
the Gresham General hospital,

Mrs

I8

his sister-in-law,

Is expected that he will be con R, 0%

rec weeks,
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