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School Story Error Unfortunate

A stary headlined, “Finances Pose Schoal Closures™ in the
Tuesday issue ol our good newspaper neighbor, The East Ora-
pontan, gave an erroneous slant to discussion that took place
at the regular Monday meeting of the Morrow county school
hoard

Superintendent Robert Van Houte was reported as having
sl that “lack of money” might result In further school closures
in the county. He did not, however, make such a statement,
and the stary, apparently through no fault of the Heppner
correspondent for the paper, gave the wrong slant on the pro.
veedings,

A staff member in Pendleton edited the story, misinterp-
reted i1, and the printed version came oul with the wrong
implications. In an endeavor to correct it, another story was
printed Wednesday, but it could scarcely be expected fo undo
the impact of Tuesday's front page story.

This is not written to censure the East Oregonian, and it
is not written as a defense of the school beard, for the direelors
are accauntable for their actions, What it did was done in
apen meeting with a sizeable audience attending. It s written
merely to set the record stralght so that those In the affected
areas are nol unduly incensed ns a result of the misinformation,

The discusslon on the Lexinglon school and the situation
with the elementary schools in northern Morrow county eame
up first af o budget meeting lagt week, Some of those present,
including citizen members from all parts of the county, sug-
gestod that it might be well to conslder the possibility of
cloging or curtailing the Lexington school in the interests of
ceonomy Lo the distriet,

The matter of shifting the grade school students to Ireigon
was alsy brought up. This probability was really not news
shiiee af the thime the board redched its decision several weeks
apo o relocate Riverside High in the “Boardman area,'" it
indleated that it favored sending the elementary chilidren (o
the A, . Houghton sehool at Irrigon, where the new addition
has been completed,

This discussion at the budget meeting was purely tentative,
exploratory and preliminary.

Following the budget meeting, these matters were placed
on thee agenda for the January board meeting under “Budget
Problems, again as a matter to diseuss and consider preliminary
to praparation of the budget

Under this tapie on the agenda was this statement: “Cons
whelaratlomn af the aporation of he Loavinglaon geade ocehesld
problem In the formation of the budget; botween 45
students would be the fivst four grades next fall"

Three possible alternatives were listed under the heading:
Firkt, the possibility of shifting part of the Lexington pupils to
Heppner; second, ty send all of the pupils to Heppner; and third,
o leave the selool as i s,

As 1o the Boardman-lTrrigon situation, three possible pro
posals were also listed: First, move 5th and Gth grades (o relgon:
second, send all elementary students to Irvigon; or thicrd, make
no changes,

AL no thme in the diseusslon Monday, which the editor of
paper attended, was anything sald of a serious finaneial
tiat would

fev oy

and 48

11
hardship, as impled in the East Oregonian story
make it necessary to close the schools,

It 18 vasy to see that those In the Lexington atea who would
appose the closing of the schools might consider this reported
statement as a move to foree closure on a pretext—thal of
apparent at this same meeting when the board reaffirmed
serfous fingneinl hardship.

That there Is no current budgetary hardship, however, was
n provious action in proposing that a $59,000 surplus be ear
marked] b the 163684 budget 1o complete the job of constructing
the Heppner-Lexington: high school building. ‘This surplus, e
ported carlier in oo story In (his paper, has accraed through
soime  unexpected payments of dolinguent (nxes, througl a
resitdue In the emergency fund, and througn unused
hudgetod for speclfic items

portions

ln reviewing the Lexington and  Boardman-Tevigon sl
uiation, the divectors, in this writer's opindon, are doing what
they should do as stewards of public money, They were con
sidering all angles so thal the taxpayver might get the most for
his money. When a elass In school gets down o 10 or 12 pupils
patr teacher, i should be -‘ilhjl'lf 1o review in order that the
board may be in o position to Justify the expense to the publi
which should demand that s tax money be spent wisely

NG

tations

whion was tiken on either of the two elementary sit
at the bourd mieeting except that it
trreed that nothing would be dang at Lexington until o meeting
had been arranged with Lexington parents and townspeople o

I question Wis

hepr thelr wishes

It is vasy to misinterprel, to get the wrong slant, to pick
U eimor and 1|l+-!-'||_\ add more confusion to an Wready it
Cult sttnation: Newspapoers attempt to be accurate, but sometimes
a plece sHps throdagh that convevs the wrony Impression

It supgested that any school patrons who may  have
been disturbed by this story attend the next schobl board meet
i1 andd Hsten to the procecdings
A Good Hearing

From any point of view, the Corps of Army Eneineers
hearing on the Willow Creek dom, conducted by Colonel 3. 1
Boldow, district engineer, must be gpplauded

I was conducted fairly, the plan was presented conclsely

and factually, evorvone wis given ample opportunity to spedk
il the medting was opened to questions

Fhose who support the project were delighted that there
was sueh o preponderance of evidence in favor of it and par
Hewlarly appreciated the response of outsiders—from Hermiston
Pendleton. Partland, and other points—wha came to give testi
mony or submitted written  statements. Hermiston cave 1t
especially strong support

Fhe conviction of Steve Thompson in hls opposition was
evident and Mg views are respected, One can wel) Ipprecinty
how he, his some and thelr famdhies may feel aboyr it I View
of the Tact that it will take thel headquariers ranch if it
I -.,‘I.' ination

It was obvious, too, that Dick Krebs §s sincbre in His feelings
tgalnst the Jrrlgation feature, although he presented little
evidence in | 1

During the survey on the project, the Army Enpineers and
the Bureau of Reclamation have done good work, Willard Siviey
chiel of the Dood control section, was partlientarly imp -n-i\..
as e presented facts at preliminary meetings

From the focal end, Judge Osear Petorson I Oliver (
wick have eartled the burden of coordi ting intorest
thelr work was apparent at the hearing

Thus ends the flrst step, The Interest Is here. Bug hery

ong road ahead before the dam is approved

Chaff o

IT 1S Hkely that a new Morrow
cotnty legend will spring up
from the banguet of the Live.

stock Growers annual moeeting,
held Saturday night. It wil)
mrobably he debated for years

whether the stunt pulled by Or.
ville Cutsforth and George Rugg
was authentie or not, There are
thove who swear that it was on
the up and up, and others are
caqually vehement in deelaring
that it was all a gag. (Some did,
all right.

VIIEN THE snowlflakes started

o drift down last week, we
expected o sep roman candles
und  skyrockets going up over
near the ecenter of Ken Pecks
holdings., Morrow county's No, 1
ski enthusiast had been for.
lornly waiting for months for a
trace of the white stuff. Even in
carly fall yvou ecould see him
examine every white flower
petal that happened to be waf.
ted about by a light breeze.

But the snowfall still wasn't
enough to do much good at Ar.
buckle, although It did bring
hopie tp the winter sportsmen.
Discouraging, though, must
haye heen Wednesday's spring-
like day again on the heels of
last week-end's bitter cold.
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WELL, WHAT do yvou know?

We've stumped the post office
tdepartment. Postmaster Jim
was over the other day check-
ing our mailing list with us to
see that  we  have the papers
properly zoned for Uncle Sam-
uel's  postal  department, Jim
knows the zones of most cities
ol any  consequence  without
looking them up, When we came
to some of the smaller ones,
however, he had 1o consult his
big fat book to find the code to
designate the zone

Things went fine until we
came (o Superting, Calif. Jim
hesitated,  then  grabbed  the
book. Superting just isn't any-
where to be found in the book
that Is supposed to include all

the post offices in the country,

But one can’t dismiss it lightly
by saying there is no such place,
for the paper has been going to
the address  for some nine
months. None have been return-
ed and ne address corrections
have come through.

Do you  suppose that some
ttusted on a maill ecar some-
where down the line has been
enjoying reading the Gazette,
then tessing it out to the ele-

ments  along  the tracks? We
wouldn't suggest !
We'll have to cull on  our

renders Lo assist, Mavhe the one
i Supertinog will read this and

write and tell us where he is,
in the meantime, we'll  just
by € wandt Wt e SWaliows

come back from Superting.

DURING THE bitter cold last
weelk came reports of 21 below

at the Bob Brindles, 16 helow
al Pendleton, and so on. This
Kind of perplexed us  hecause
our  thermometer  outside  the
tining  room window, seltdom
dipped below 10 above, so we
felt snug and warm,

When we figured what hap-
pened, though, wi' suddenly be-
cime  redal chilly, One of the

chilldren had been plaving with

the  thermometer  during  the
sunumer and pushed the glass
stem and bulb upward so that

It registered at least 10 degrees

above f(rue temperature, Which
't o bad idea

Now  when summer  comes,
we'll just push it down as far

as it will go and keep 10 or 15
ilegrees cooler than anvone else.
IF WE HAD been on our toes,
we would have dug out some
Hawallan  records Tuesdav,
lurnidl up the volume on the
record plaver and opened the
door to serenade the Charlie
Rugrles across the strvel. These
fortumle  peaple’ took off that
day fof Hawali, We'll have to
admit  that felt  a it
mournful at being left behind
write apy for this paper
while they  headed for palms
leis, sunshine and frolivking in
Hhe surt Walkiki,
But I Wis an

we

evert  that

Lorm

writter

Portland ity

behall of Jeannac

The thing in Bennett's
charie thal society

T

hi that society, In Its (ailu
i al distoess, wWas s mueh
1 el 'ma witg later died

Al & fin WHen Wi
Tess AWt s uid t {orget ou
adiety: P biv many a pers
oulll tam oul to be a useful
showed | id off real

And in doing, responsibile

protect themselves

Chatter

Wes Sherman

Charlie and Helen had looked
forward to for yedrs, and we
hope that they enjoy  every

minute of it,
Ll

CLARENCE ROSEWALL has
one idea how to lick rust on
wheat. He has turned a few
thousand head of sheep into his
fields, erops on which are up a
couple of Inches. The sheep will
eiat the rust, after which he
hopes the grain continues to
grow without the nuisance,

SENATOR LLOYD KEY brought

laughter in an appearance at
the Stock Growers meeting Fri-
day when he supgested that in-
stead of being a “lame duck”
because he would soon he out
of office, he was almost a "“dead
duck.” The new legislators were
swarn In Monday, so as of now,
Sen. Key is, indeed, a gone gos-
ling. However, he was not de-
feated in his home Umatilla
county but was “reapportioned
out of office,” one of very few
legislators who can ¢laim that
dublous  distinetion.

TO THE
EDITOR.

To The Editor:
In 1956 the mother of Jean-
nace Freeman, on account of fin-

anecidl trouble, asked the De-
schutes County Juvenile author-
ities to provide care for her
daughter, She was sent to the

Perry Center in Portland, with a
report saying that “there was
no evidenee that Jeannace had

bheen delinquent In any way,”
but was anxious to be away
from home “where she had

never had a chance! She was
enrolled as a =tudent at Cleve-
land High school. This was a
eritical and decisive perlod in
thls young, mentally disturbed
eirl's Hfe, as the following story
conclusively proves.

By 1957 a vice principal re-
ported Jeannace was “greatly
disturbed" and needed psychiat-
ric help, and that hers was an
“emergency case.” Jeannace al-
so appealed to her “counselors
for help” on many occasions.
The counselor reports “that she
feels these problems came from
the girl's childhood experiences
which must have made her life
a4 nightmare.” The counselor
further reports “that the girl
had been raped when only four
years old” The eounselor eon
linues: “She Kept asking for
help for her (mental) condition.
"Bt ws had oo monev” for that
purpose but we did allow fwr to
spend half of the school day in
class and half with the coun
selor” (She was about 16 years
old then). She was “really an
able girl" The Perry Center had
no  facilities for caring for &
"badly disturbed child" it is re-
ported,

The counselor further reports
that "Our psychiatrist who ex-
amined her at that time felt
that “there was much good in

her it she could he reached.”
But again society failed her. The
counselor further reports “that

in her opinlon i Jeannace had
been really helped with her prob-
lem (mental) at that time she
would have grown up to he a
good citizen.” But again we fail.
ed to help. Counselor further re-
ports that “Jeannace was just
beginning 1o be diiferent” and
was making a real effort to
adjust to a normal life," when
school authorities asked “Mult-
nomah County Welfare Bureau
to help in getting Jeannace the

help she needed and wanted,
thev refused because she was a
ward  of  Deschutes County.”
Again we had failed our duty
us a society, She was then com-
mitted  to  Hillerest School for
Girls at Salem. In discussing

this case with the personnel in
vharge of the Hillerest School
January 2. 1963, they volunteered
the following statements and op-
Inlons:

"The Freeman girl was in very

Fhere s a letter elsewhere in
commissione;
Freeman

to death for her part in the killing of two children near Red

We know nothing of the trial of

Bennet! relates socloty’'s failt
tng an unfortunate aml perhaps
thuot the death penalty for her
muother, wlso involved, recelved a
Oregon, an avernge of but seven

I'he crime committed by the
FTALOS 1 that we Know
the Freeman woman, nor of the
say U they were fairly treated

lette
urned its bae

s Is something which could well be pursued

It was just a couple of months ago that a state policeman
wis shot and Killed near Arlington, allegedly by a mental case
wiha should have been in an institution but was net because of
a dizngreement over which state or what agency was responsible
for him

Years ago owe coverad a trial of a1 man charged with first
degree murder, He wus a hulking fellow of low mentality who
had Kitled o young giel, As we sat through the trial, his conse
quent senten vl then resentencing twice more after the

Supret Court: turnéd down his appeal and the U 8 I

ne Court refused lto review

of the crime as the con.
the pas chamber

bad condition when we received

The Jeannace Freeman Case

this paper from Jake Bennetl
now state  legislator
who is under

sentence

ire to provide for the girl due-
dismal dhildhood. He
unfatr when the children’s
e sentence which means, in
VEArs in prison,

two women was an awful and

dl‘l'i.l I'es

s

muther, and therelore cannot
naot

rothat' give pase the
K on a person in need of help.

2 Us is

1L wWe could not suppress the

MR. AND MRS.

|

CARL BERGSTROM, lone, were honored by friends
and relatives Sunday, December 30, on the occasion of their
45th Wedding Anniversary. A receplion was held in their honor
at the Valby Lutheran church, with about 90 guests present to
share the occasion with them,
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her'—'she appeared t
have been a victim of circum
stances, perhaps stretching back

have been
State Mental Hospital for treat
ment

pecially

agers afflicted as Jeannace was

and did help her some'—"We

wrong,

osely she answered “Yes
court record 1 have readi—Later

to us to

Mrs. Abrams To Lead
4-H Coocking Club

Six girls organized a new 4-H
cooking elub on Thursdav, The
club was named “Kettles and
Spoons,' Officers elected were
Debhie Young, president; Fran-

her yvounger vedars of lile"—
tragic childhood"—"should
hospitalized at the

before we received her’—
he was of a kindly nature, es
to children"—"neither

sl : |l ees Abrams, viee president;
vile or viclous—"no sign of | Amanda Smith, secretary-treas.
eruelty"—"Oregon should have | yrar:  Marcla Lo gren.  song

hospital for the care of feen- | jeadur; Susan Molby, reporter.
Our president appointed Lin.

ta Cooper as game organizer.
Esther Kirmis explained what

hen she came to us, We would

cannot imagine that she would | . heeinner's cooking  club
commit a erime such as this"— | wiuld teach us: what officers
“We belleve she should have a | .p ihe elub would have to do.
chanee to be cured.” We wete welcomed by our

And so it has been—school | loader, Mrs. Robert Abrams, and
teacher, counselor, school print- | the meeting was held at her

cipal, school psychiatrist, Hill- | house, She said the club would
crest  Assistant  Superintendent | meet  on Wednesdays  after
in charge, House Mother, and |school, She served popeorn and
State Doctor, all point the finger | het chocolate,

of shame at Oregon's neglect Three of the charter members
in this case, They all cannol be | wore able (o be present. They

ire Mat-

uhan  Stark, Kathy
thews, and Lyvnn Key.

In addition to the above [ have
stisan Melby, reporter

read the Court records at Mad.
1'azxslaml all the news reports ——
published (here of the arre«t,
trial, and econviction of thess HOOf "'l‘d HOI’ﬂ CI'l.Ib comiﬂ E'ﬂn",
twn “*”"‘*.”I-“ and could find n ’\’109"5 a'- Gl‘eenups g
direct pvidence other than - e
testimony of the mother of 1l The 4-1t Hoof and Horn elub - LEF*ION MOVIES
chiltiten that the Freeman girl | e Hio: DoR Croam KEfoa Friday night, 8:00 p.m,
took part in the killings Friday evening: Januars 30, o Legion Hall

The facts are that newspaper |, e ielar fRoating "\WIF'FH-I1'J"I1 it | This week “The Light in the
records, which I read, show thal | oo very cold there were 19 Forest,” Walt Disney pic-
the mother when Hirst arrested | (oo niyaps PrOSENt, - ture, in color,
confessed as follows: “I plannod Des Ann Pettviolin led  the |§Plus one-half hour cartoons.
this for three days because [y, rican flag salute and
I.-w;t them so much and could Ton - I{.II,:I[m,m‘ (i lln'-w E——
no longer support them. 1 sal =l e X GH SC } SKET >
a little prayer over them, They mber) led the 4.1 fag salyte, |§HIGE SCHOOL BASKETBAL!

Fhen we had our business meet-

are in Heaven now Recotds | i

show that the mother in open Sy planning was made for
court said "I admit in partici. N feld i and. 1,';],'.“*“.2{
pating in my daughter's death ven a demonstration to do at

hen asked if she did it purp-

i (AT
(This

mectings, We would like to
mprove our demonstration work.

she plead tul:[ guilty on account \“I‘: I';J II_IIU,‘I'H[!'J: Were: served. by
of insanity, For some reason not S, :

known to me thev did not try _']‘““ Jones, reporter
the one who had confessed

which was the mother—{lirst prlr Randall, Umatilla, vis.
WHY? She had been indicted | 100 here last sweek with her
for first degree murder as had | MOther, Mes. Celestine Randall,
the Freeman girl. They put the (204 her sister, Arletha,
Freeman girl on  trial  first,

WHY ?—on the charge of [first

degree murder, before what was | baps in most of the world, But
no doubt ah angry jury and |Such publicity will not produce
used the testimony of the mother | the right Kind of dividends.
who had already admitted her sl lest we forget, both of
guilt 1o help convict Jeannace | these persons will be judged and
Freeman: The fury proceeded o | perhaps punished. as will we al]
find her guilty without mereyv|Whe deserve to be, by one who
which automatically means|Makes no mistakes, We can
death in Oregon unless set aside | saf rust Him, at least I pre-

| teacher,

Glennie to Chairman
Campaign Drives

Glennie, high school
has been appointoed
special events chairman of the
annual March of Dimes cam-
palgn, according to Mrs, Jack
Lovd, eounty chairman, He will
head special projects through
coming weeks to aid raising
funds for the county campalgn.
Postmasters in  each town
gsprve as city chairmen. Funds
may be turned into Jim Driseoll,
Heppner; Mrs. Flossie Coats,
Boardman; Mrs. Lavelle Partlow
Irrigon, Mrs. Ruby Roberts, lono;
Elwynne Peck, Lexington, or
Mrs. F. M. MeClintock, Cecil
County treasurer is Mrs. LenRay
Schwarz.

Pete

Ruggles Among Tour
Members in Islands

Mr. and Mrs, Charles Ruggle
and Mrs. Ola Ruggles werp
among tour members wha left
Portland Tuesday night for a
two-weeks trip to the Hawalian
Islands. The tour is sponsored
by the Grange organization,
with headquarters in one of the
leading hotels at Waikiki, They
except to return to Portland Sat.

urday, January 26, and motor
home on Sunday.

Also making the trip with
them are Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Belshe, long-time friends of
Moro,

Larry Tibbles Makes
U of O Honor Roll

Larry Tibbles, son of Dr, and
Mrs, L. D. Tibbles of Heppner,
is on the honor roll for the Uni-
versity of Oregons fall term, ac.
cording to announcement from
the university.

A total of 360 undergraduate
stiudents made the grade point
averages of 3.50 or higher, it was
reported.  Forty-four students
made perfect grade scores ol all
A's.

Guests at the Lee Palmer
home Monday evening were Mr.
and Mrs, Linclon Nash and Mrs,
Nash's mother, Mrs. Mary Nog-
awski, Lldgerwood, N. D, who
joined the group in Hood River
Sunday for the Nash wedding
anniversary. She was here un-
til Tuesday afternoon.

COMMUNITY

BILLBOARD

At John Day, Friday evening,
At Burns, Saturday evening.

GRADE SCHOOL
BASKETBALL
At Condon, Sat, 1:30 p.m.
Tth and Sth Grades.

Legion Auxiliary Benefit
Public Card Party
Monday, February 11, Legion

Hall,

Dessert at 8:00 followed by
bridge and pinochle. Help
send a girl to State!

Don't Delay! Send in TB Seal
Sale Returns Now, (if not al.
ready In,)

SPONSORED AS A PUBLIC
SERVICE BY

C. A. RUGGLES

by the Governor. After the Free- | Ier to do so,

man girl was convicted and sen I believe legal, fair, equal and
tenced to death  they then|Cvllized justice will be best
brought the mother to trial. not | Served by setting this death pen
before an angry jury but before | Aty aside.

the judge, only. WHY? Not on J. E. “Jake” Bennett

a charge of lirst degree murde i3 N. E. Tillamook St

for which she had been indicted Portland, Oregon

de

e
i in
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| tli
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laws. Under stich a practice any

provide for this man in

mphasize scientific pro

obligations as a responsible

m destined for a sordid life
th i more of his fellows

help when it s needed most
tzens would be helping to

but 'on the charge of only secon

Was

Insurance Agency

Heppoer
P. O. Box 247 PH. 676-9625

pree murder. WHY? and sh
meed to i i
nitentiary by the fud

dVIeTages

SNl

v which
uireton dabout
ars

I have had
law making and if wh
ne in this case
Al under the law

4t s1an to change some ol our
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SOTTH exXperien

EXECUTIVE SUITES
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ALL KING - LENGTH BEAUTYREST BEDS
COMPLETELY AIR CONDITIONED
DIRECT DIAL PHONES
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mother comparatively speakine MEETING & DISPLAY ROOMS
would be set free. Had th

Known, my puess is that th

Freeman verdict would proba

have been the same as that 1

celved by the mother |

But at anv rate, a :

tence for who i |

cent ours In ot i |

tent MK wWho i 5

= toes '.[: . 1eas :

1 of law
.I\‘ " I\I +
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