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Dangers at the Underpass

Last weok this paper printed pletures to show hazards that
confront the motoring publie at the interchange recently opened
at the junetion of the Bomb Range road, east of Boardman, with
highway 30 (Interstate 80). Ag knon as it can be arranged, we
expect to print sketches showing how local persons believe some
of the dangers could he aliminated at moderate cosl,

It is granted that those who recopnize the hazards are not
engineers and may not possess the techinieal knowledge 1o
understand reasons for the manner in which the interchange
was constructed. It s also acknowledged that the Interstate
system has restrictions and standards that prevent the State
Highway Commission from constructing such straetures in-a
manner that might be best suited lo local ideas

Howoever, it does nol seem consistent with theorles of modern
and safe highway construction to build o structdre that, to the
loeal population, has all the appearances of a “death trap’ In
the month that the interchange has begn open there has been al
least six accldents, fortunately all of them onc-vehicle variety.
More are expected, and with the probability [or accidents It is
almost a cortalnty that they will he worse than those | xperienced
o date,

It has been pointed out that the interchange is poorly marke.
This causes confusion and uncertainty upon the part of drivers
who have not traversed the aren before. There is ho Indication,
poing either east or west on highway 30, how to turn off to go
south. Only after one has guesseld how to (o and made It to the
lower level does he find @ small sign that points the way 1o
Lexington.

Greatest objection to the structure comes from the fact that
traffic entering the interchange in many instances has o pro
coed aeross lanes of opposing traffic, something that would norm-
ally he expected to be eliminated in an expensive modern
strudture,

Traflic coming from the east on highway 30 and turning off
tn the bomb range road (lo the south) must eross an opposing
lane of traffic twice In a short distanee

Another hazard s inherent in the structure because of the
tght curves employed, making them difficult to negotiate anil
Hmiting visibility, Skid marks piotured last week show how some
drivers, perhaps coming off the long straight streteh from Irrigon,
were trapped by the tight eerve that suddenly presented itsell.

A school bus, grain truck, or any other large and slow vehicle
that makes It stop al the end of the bomb range roaid, proceced
ing noarthward, is subject to traffic that may zip off the highway
vin the exit degignated for Spokane and Umatilla. Although this
is an area posted for a slower speed, in practiee much of the
trffle will not obseeve this marked speed  after skimming
along the stratght strefehes of highway 30,0 Visibility Is Himited
Loy 400 feet.

At posted spoeed, 1 is flgured that it only takes Tour to Tive
reach the bomb range road junction alter hitting
the exit, going east, on highway 30 This does leave much
time for a bus, truck with teadler, cattle truck, or a truek lopded
with grailn or hay to get out of the way ofter making iis re
quired stop

The Morrow county school board, through Supt. Robert Van
Houte, conslstently pointed out these dangers during and prior
[0 construetion. School people fear what might happen 1o &

seconds 1o
el

pustond of school children there. Although no sehool  Dhuses
currently use the bomb range road on regular runs, the road
Is used lor |Ii|"- o athletie contests and uther events

The Morrow County Grain Growers and other farm groups

recognized the potential hazards and attempted 1o gel some
thing done about it The Heppner-Morrow County Chamber of
Commoerce las watched the construction with Ill.lll"li eye, and
the Morrow county court pointed out the hazards, Bul 11 was
still budlt that way, and local restdents can’t anderstand why

Maybe with enough united action something may yet be done
about it

In the meantbme, for all who travel via this interchange, usi

caution, The possibility for aceldent is greater than normal
there

.
Is River Waterfront for the Birds?

Sometimes it seems that the American frame ol mind s
dedicated o sporis—partieulnrly  hunting and  GOshing—that
|‘Lt'l'_\1}iill;' else comes secand

There s o o strong moverment to close the Columbia River
n':||=h'|_\ o commercial Hghing g order to preserve il for the
sportsman. This would be ablow to the commercial Bsheries and
the canning Industry. It would severely burt one of the state's
ubgtantinl pasroll sportsimen, however, comas back with the
thought that they would spend mere money, buy more goods
and stimulate the economy than the canneries and commereinl
ficheries do. This 18 a debatable point. But how about the not
fisherman who enfovs the privilege of buying canned, [rozen
ar Iresh [is) n tores” e does not want to pay the §
ur 55 per pound that the sporlsman. pay e .ll‘ {1
||||i"'\

NoWw comes the movie o set up the wildlife refuge at Board
man on’ the Columbia Biver waterfront. The guestion seems lo
he whether this is m mportant a8 o sanctuary o lucks and
peese than 1t is for tev. I view of the state’s position and
publicity on the potentl I of the Boardman area as ai 1
dustrial site, it wouldh seem apparent that et uld b no
question about the future her Fhis Is hemlded as the state's

reat onew  industiiad Trontier. Neveretheless 0 now appears
that this acrenge will be reserved [or ducks and geese through
the urglng of the Fish and Wildlife srevice 1wl sportsome

uj 'y comtend that there is sulfietent o nearby  for
ndusiey, Perhdps they are fight, hut again it appears ngnin
that we are giving sports interests precedence os man's need
to make a living for himsell

To sel up W e refuges s unguestion Ibhly g sound policy
for the future, With the incrense in population and the gradual
climination [ sanctoaries aud primitive areuas " LIV
slops must be taken to conserve and preseive wildlife and
assure recrention Tor posterity, But the bhalance must be o maly
tatned so that industry and eommerce 15 not impaired. 10 would
aeom thnt wildife retuges Jud g ‘olersor polnts oul in
o letter to Senator Neuberge could be set up in places

iited for Industrinl de pmaoent

Hoeereation orlad iy | 1 I I
portant is the development ol | I fustey that w |
mike 0 substantinl conlt it | ; ynd i

Daniel H. Janzen, acting comimissioner of noand Wil
life Service, I8 quoted as saving that the Service § convinoed
that a program for the greatest b ! ealest
has resulted from the give-and-take approach | W
development of the proposed plan

His point s one which must roved bhetore 1 ca s
conceded that the relu d ! { AL )
there are many in Morrow county who disagn

Sen. Neuberger Asked
To Oppose Game Refuge

Morrow  County Judge Osecar
Poterson has appedled to Sen-
ator Maurine Neuberger to op-
pose the wildlife refuge that is
proposed for north Morrow coun:
ty on Columbia River frontage
and states his position in a letter
sent to the senator on December

The fudge points out that tes-
timony given apainst the pro-
posal was  forwarded to  Sen,
Neuberger following the hearing
in Boardman August 28 Sinee
ihen, Daniel H. Janzen, acting
commissioner of the Fish and
Wildlife Service, submitted a let-
ter to Sen. Neuberger pointing
out reasons for the development
of the refuge.

Judge Peterson sald that he
hatd seen a copy of Janzen's
letter, but in his December T

communication, sald that many
in Morrow county do not “go
along with the line of thinking"
of Janzen that “we (of the Fish
and Wildlife Service) are con-
vineed that a program for the
greatest benefits to the greatest
number has resulted from the
give-and-take approach followed
in development of the proposed
plan.”

The judge wrote Sen. Neuber-
ger that “few of us here knew
little, it anything, about the
refupe proposal until shortly be-
fore the August 28 hearing."

He added, “That, of course,
is water under the bridge now,
but certainly does not minimize

the fact that the area in gues-
tion, particularly that in Mor-
row county, has 4 tremendous

potential for other than a bird
and wildlife refuge.”

Points that the judge gave 10
substantiate this position inclid-
ed the following:

This area s Oregon's finest
industrial area, It is the only
aren with water transportation
and usable land in Eastern Ore-
gon. It would give a site for a
complex similar to Washington's
Tri-City  development “which
Kastern Oregon needs badly."
Most of the lands along the Col-
wmbia are in deep canyons and
do not provide any usable job
sites with rail-water compata-
billty such as at Boardman. The
anly open ared with large, level
lands is here between the mouth
of Willow Creek and Umatilla,

The area has greal potential
for man hours of work; There
are 15,000,000 boys in the United
States and 150,000 in Oregon that
we have never had before, due
to the increased birth rate since
the war, “These boys are now in
our schools and will need a job
upun  graduation,”  the  judge
Wwrote.

“Oregon must diversify its em
ployment  factors—forestry and
agriculture Jobs are declining
due 1o good practice, automation,
allowable cuts and concentra
tion of ownerships,'™ he wrole,

SOur three largest Industries
are aerienlture, forestry and
tourism. We must diversity. Mis.
siles and rockets will be Amer-
ica‘s largest industry shortly and
Oregon should get into this bus
iness. Oregon is far behind the
neighboring  states, California
and Washington.

“We have two large missile
and rockel companies interested
in the site, Oregon should set up

a site that is adequate to ‘go
all the way' in manufacturing,
testing and shipping missiles

and rockets or not do it at alk

“Phe Columbia River provides
wiler-borte shipping for 70-foot
dinmeters. It is to the ‘best in-
terest' to our national defense to
have such a facility on the Wesl
Coast and Oregon people should
work hatd to create such a slite)”

lhe judge declared that the
Boardman areq is capable of
providing many, many millions

of man hours of employment in
many industries in the future if
dedicated to that purpose

At the same time, he pointed

out that there are many areas
along the Columbla, which are
not suitable for jobs and ree

reation [or people, which could
he managed [or ducks and geese.
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“In over 300 miles of the Col-
umbia shore in Oregon, most in-
dustrial or work sites are being
lost to Inundation, freeways or
the combination or rail and
water facilities," he said.

He said that the North bank
tin Washington state) of the
Columbia near Boardman con-
talns fine facilities for ducks and
reese and Is hillv and nat adap-
table to Industry and should be
used for wildlife. It has the fac-
tor of economical operation on
one side of the river, he added.

In conclusion, Judge Peterson
asserted, "It would be a mis-
take to place a wildlife refuge
in this fine jub site for people.
If a large population of people
congregates at Boardman, they
will want to use the river for
recreation and it should not be
tied up for wildlife.. Boardman
can accommodate 100,000 people
and Is one of Oregon's finest
c¢limates.

“In all due respect to the Fish
and Wildlife Service, and sports-
men generally, we feel that if
the area is reserved for the wild
life refuge, it would have an ad-
verse effect on the future econ-
omy of our area, We want you
to line up with us to oppose
this wildlife refuge, In toto,, so
far as Morrow county is con-
cerned.”

Copies of the letter were also
sent to Sendtor Wayne Morse,
Congressman Al Ullman  and
Walter Norblad, and others.

Lively Fives To Make
Favors for Hospital

We met at Mrs, Elden Pad-
bergs to reorganize our club.
Theresa Munkers was electod our
president; Glenda Kay Van
Winkle, viee president; Jean-
nette Ledbetter, secretary; Joyee
Peck, news reporter and Leora
Van Winkle, special committee
chairman.

It was decided to hold our
meeting the first and third Wed

nesdays of each month, Our
next meeting will be at Mrs
Robert Davidson's home with
the Sewing Six eclub to make

Christmas lavors for patients at
Pioneer Memorial hospital
Joyee Peck, news reportes

Christmas Program
At Valby on Sunday

The annual Valby Sunday
School Christmas  program  will
be given this Sunday, December
16, at 7:00 p, m. Children of the
nursery through intermediate
classes will enact the birth of
the Christ child through song,
verse, and the nativity scene.
Many traditional carols will be
sung hy all

Following the service a fellow-
ship hour is planned over coffee
and Christmas cookies. All are
invited to join in the festivities.

This Sunday marks the annual
congregational meeting at Hope
Lutheran church. A review of the
years work and plans for the
coming year will be discussed.
Following the meeting a congre-
gational dinner will be held with
a Christmas theme. Carols will
be sung by the group.

For Sale
Sarah Farley Home

I Bedrooms

Big lot

Good Location
S3H00; 1000 Down

Terms, low Interest

Turner, Van Marter
& Bryant

Ph. 676.49652

Easy

FOR GIFT GIVING

i 20 % Off

During Our Pre-Inventory Sale

® Wall Decorations
® Other Gift ldeas

NOW

Order

Everything In the
Store Included!

POINSETTIAS

FOR CHRISTMAS GIVING
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DICK RUHL'S name will he writ

ten in football immortality at
Oregon State University as a re
sult of the exceptional season
the Beavers have had this year
and as a member of one of Its
three bowl teams to date. This
brings not only honor to the Lex-
ingtonian and ex-Heppner High
gridder but pives a real surge
in community pride here in hav-
ing such a good representative
on the team that plays in the
Liberty Bowl.

The Beavers may never have
another player that dttains the
heights that Terry Baker has
achieved and it has been a fort-
unate circumstance for Dick that
he has heen working with him.
What a thrill it must be!

Mortow county should pick up
some recognition because one of
its native sons is on the bowl
team even though it may send
some TV watchers scurrying lor
their maps should they hear the
names of Lexington or Heppnes
mentioned on the upcoming tele-
Cast.

Because Dick Is from our parl
of the state it has made ag ex
citing year for sports fans here,
and one that will be long.
remembered, His host of friends
here wish him the very best in
the coming game.
ARLINGTON s beginning fo

look like a town devastated
by an atomic bomb down along
Highway 30, although [larther
back up the valley in which it
sits, construction is glving it
an entirely new face. The Ore-
gonian Wednesday had quite a
story and a number of pictures
on the project.

In passing by the other day,
we noticed the service stations
on the south side of the highway
were leveled and the old land-
mark, the Vendome hotel was on
its wav out.

Sketches show that it will he
quite a town when completed,
and the construction underway
Is a massive thing,

THERE 1S A program on tele-
vision entitled, “Don't Call Me
Charlle!"

If W. L. (Bill) Cox had a TV
program it might be named,
“Don’t Call Me Billy!" We made
that mistake in last week's ma-
per, and heard sceond-handedly
today that he Is gunning for us
spouting fire and brimstone,

W. L. (Bill) is son of H. C
(Claude), and Mr. and Mis, W
.. have a son Bill, who also
frowns on being called Billy. We
haven't vet figured out how to
call father Bill without mixing
lim with son Bill, or vice versa
Now, dad (or grandad) Claude
pets away with calling No,
son “Billy” but maybe he doesn't
do it to hig face, we don't know

about that

We understand about  thi
problem because we also have
a Bill in our family who dis-

fdalns the moniker, “Biliy."

Apparently at one time in W
L.'s lile someone conlused his
name with that of a girl's
iwhich Is usually spellcd
“Billie!) and he is still sensitive
about it

Mavbe we will have to refer

to the Coxes as Bill No. 1 (dad)
and Bill No, 2 (son),

LAST FRIDAY was Pearl Harbor

day, and it passed almost
without mention, but It was
fuite different 21 years ago.

When the reports of the Jap:
anese hombing came over the
radio December T, 1941, it took
quite a while for the signifi-
canee o sink in, and probably
few realized right away how dis-
astrous the blow was.

There wasn't anything funny
about it, but we noticed a joke
in the Industrial News Review
the other day that 1s appropriate
for Pearl Harbor day:

During the war in the Pacific,
a voung Yank pilot landed his
airplane on an airgraft carrier,
dashed up to the bridge and, as
he was pulling his life jacket
off, recounted his day's work.

“What a day I had, skipper!”
he exelaimed, “Sunk a Jap cruis-
er. shat down seven Jap planes
and left a Jap battleship list-

ing!"

J.-\,s he finished pulling his
jacket from over his eyes, he
heard:

“Vellv good, Yank, but you

make one velly bad mistake.”

TUESDAY NIGHT'S Farm-City

hanguet proved to be a lively
affair with the good:sized crowd
in festive mood and kept in
stitches with Bill Barratt's wit-
ticlsms as master of ceremonies,

The fact that Barratt was a
fraternity brother of 1. W, South-
waorth, principal speaker, was ap-
parently only coincidental to the
splection of Bill as emcee, but
it opened up a good opportunity
for some barbed repartee be-
tween them to the enjoyment of
the erowd.

Bill read a glowing introdue-
tion of the speaker, who s as-
sistant director of livestock in-
dustries, State Department of Ag-
reiulture, and then paraphrased
it with his own introduction, In
one place, where it said that
Southworth grew cattle on lush
range in Grant county as a re-
sult of his good management,
Bill sald out of the side of his
mouth, “They didn't mention the
10 extra inches of rain they got
down there.” .

Bul it proved that Southworth
had his old crony pegged pretty
well, He started out quietly as
it he would absorb the witti-
cisms without much comment,
but he edged in a punch or two
12 he proceeded.

“1 had notes,”

BAPTISTS

Conservative Baptist

he said, "but

forgot them—left them in the
car. But it was a good thing 1
didn't bring them for there
wouldn't he room on the table
here for them with all of Bill's.”

Oh, they got off some dandies.
Southworth had a very fine talk
emphasizing the mutual inter-
dependence of farmer and busi-
nessman with some new anil
down-to-earth angles,

Those who didn't attend really
missed something.

Yes, the Gazette-Times can
print the form you need for busi-
ness or ranch use, Phone 676-
0228,

COMMUNITY

BILLBOARD

Coming Events

LEGION MOVIES
Friday night, 8:00 p.m,
Legion Hall
This week “Susan Slept Here,"
starring Dick Powell, Debby
Reynolds, In color.
Plus one-hall hour cartcons,

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Heppner vs Pilot Rock.

Friday, 8:00 p.m. at Pilot Rock
gym.

CHRISTMAS MUSIC
PROGRAMS

Grade School Band,
Tuesday, T7:30 p.m,,
purpose room,

High School Band, Chorus,
Wednesday, 8:00 pm., High
school gym.

Lexington Grade Chorus,
Thursday, 7:30 p.m,, Lexing
ton auditorium,

Chorus,
multi-

“EYES FOR THE NEEDY"
Leave old eye glasses, frames,

sun glasses, hearing aids
and metallic jewelry in col-

lection boxes in leading

stores.

SPONSORED AS A PUBLIC
1 SERVICE BY

C. A. RUGGLES

Insurance Agency
Heppner
P. O. Box 611 PH. 676-9625

AT—— —— —

Regularly Each Sunday Afternoon

SUNDAY SCHOOL, 2:00 p.m.
CHURCH WORSHIP, 3:00 p.m.

Rev. Harold McArthur, pastor

L
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| AMERICAN LEGION HALL
| EVERYONE WELCOME

WANTED!

Church Now Meeting

e =S

IN DECEMBER

BUY TWO PASSENGER WINTER
Recaps at List

AND

We Include A NEW WHEEL
For $5.00 More!

| Wheel Deal

670-750x14
710x15, 800x14
760x15, 850x14

Cas. Exch.

$18.50
$20.25

ANTI-FREEZE Still $1.95 in Case Lots

See Us For Your Tire Needs
ASK For \_{VHEEL

DEAL

Heppner

Ford’s Tire Service

TIRES ARE OUR BUSINESS Ph

876-9481




