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Christmas Before Thanksgiving

There was a time that Thanksgiving was considered one of
the foremost of all holidays. and the entire family looked for-
ward for weeks with great anticipation to the trip "10 grapdma’s
house” for the feast of turkey, pumpkin ples, cranberrios, and
all the trimmings. It had real significance, too, as @ day of
Thanksgiving, and all gave pause to think in reflective maments
of the blessings that they enjoyed.

It would be woefully cynical to say that the mean:ng of
this special day has been totally lost in the uncertain world
today which may sometimes seem to be more filled with doubts
and fears of the future than with blessings and joys of the past
and present. For there are still trips to grandma’s house, and
familles still do express thanks for thelr bountiful shares of
poodness,

But with the pressure of our commerecinl world, Thanks.
giving s becoming an isolated hollday—surrounded and en-
gulfed by Christmas.

On a trip to Portland two weeks ago, we notleced one large
store with a banner some 50 feet long hnngln% across onc slde
of the bullding heartily proclaiming, "Merry Christmas!”

Somehow we can't think that the store was really concerned,
at this early date, of our happiness at Yuletide, 1961, Nor can
we really belleve that they were thinking in mid-November of
commemorating the birth of Jesus. And certainly it couldn't have
been a sign carclessly left hanging from last Christmas—ihis
modern department store wouldn't permit that. The vice presi.
dents would all quiver i some underling had falled to toke It
down.

We rather strongly suspect that the management, If we may
be s0 crass, hoped to pick up an early “buck.” ahead of the com-
petition.

If this trend continues, it won't be oo many years befora we
celebrate Christmas with flreworks In early ufy

As this Thanksgiving time approaches, we're thankful that
the small towns are stili holdouts for keeping Turkey Day unto
itself. Local merchants are (aced with the big fellows putiing on
the heat as early as October, but despite this pressure thoy
don't get out Christmas merchandise until after the drumstick
and dressing are digested,

In Heppner, merchants have decided to have Christmas open-
ing on Saturday, November 25. A good many are reluctant to
start this early, but the economic pressure is there, and to be
honest about the matter, it is a case of “sink or swim.”

Perhaps it Is drawing a fine line to point out that the ner
chants are not yet trylng to force a month long observance of
Christmas, but rather are starting preparations for the holiday.
They have wonderful ilems ready to go on display for those who
desire to shop early, and they are going to set aside the day of
November 25 for the unveiling, at the same time making a
festive occasion of It.

A feature of the day will be a window-guessing contest that
i% in the nature of a game for all to enjoy. We predict that there
will be & lot of fun among those who participate at Christmas
Opening, and next week's paper will carry all the detalls.

We'd suggest at this time that everyone plan to attend and
take part with rélatives, friends, and visitors.

—And we will guarantee that our merchants will be a bit
cautious about wishing you a Merry Christmas at thls early date.

HELEN E. SHLAMAN
Assoclate Fublisher

and Mrs. Lytle, were Armistice

S YEARS AGO
Gazette-Times Day guests of Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Nov. 13, 1956 Tamblyn

Enough snow fell in Heppner
Tuesdany and Tuesday night to
whiten the ground, but other-
wise resldents have enjoyed
spring-lke weather this fall

ADVERTISEMENTS OF 1831:

Get these cash prices: Ham-
burger, 15¢ Jb,, 2 lbs, 25¢; round
steal, T-bone steak, 20c 1b; pork
chops, 20¢ Ib; sausage 20c 1b,
2 1bs. 35¢c. CENTRAL MARKET.

Two Heppner businesses were
entered early Sunday morning

Cha“ and

Wes Sherman

Chatter

I'T WAS visitation night In the

sehools. Gene Plerce lifted the
Iid of his son’s desk in the sixth
grade room of Mrs, Harold Erwin
at Unit-A, The look that flooded
his face was one of surprised
revelation, Deep from the re-
| conses of the desk he withdrew,
[ etwoen thumb and forefinger,
|# small screw driver.

=1 e exclaimed, “That's
| where my tools have been dis.
| apppearing .

WELL. IT was & night of rev.

elntions A good many phirents
learned 4 great deal about how|
thelr children are doing, and It
was interesting to find that your
neighbor had a child In the same
room As YOurs, wn.tn‘l ne

. *

IN THE first grade room of Miss

Disna Wright, Mr. and Mm
Sherman p?‘{“ﬂ!'l] into the desk
of thelr daughter, Cathy. Among
the miscellaneous arpur!ennm
inside were three well-used boxes
of crayons.

“Only three boxes?” quoth we
to Miss Wright. “I thought the
desk would be filled, conslder.
ing the quantity we have bought
far her.”

Miss Wright is not one to be
caught without a ready answer,

Well, they eat most of them,
you see!” came her qulck rejoin-
der,

Some enterprising crayon man-
ufacturer might make millions
by Impregnating his product
with cod llver oll a:‘l.d vitamins
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OVER IN A corner in the same
room, dutiful Parent Jim My-
ers had managed to sit himself
down on one of those tiny chalrs,
apparently having had consider.
able experience getting in and
out of a Flat or Volkswagen. Be-
side him were two sons, Andy
and Jim. He had a first grade
reader and was checking son
Jummy's reading abllity.

As Andy's attention wander-
ed, we noticed that he had a
badly skinned nose.

‘Beat ‘im up?”
father Jim,

“Nope,” replied Myers. “He
took a nosedive on the concrele.
He's taken up sidewalk swim-
ming

we  querled

* - L

WE FOUND the schools, the

stafts and the work that the
voungsters are doing to be quite
impressive, Our only criticlsm Is
that we believe there should be
more of these open hice at school.
(If plural for mouse is mice,
then more than one house should
be hice). After all, about the
only way you can really find
out how your child is doing is to
go see— and to talk to his
teacher.

1 suppose ever since the days
of the caveman when Johnny

toacher, When these behavior
and deportment lines on the card
are checked, does It mean that
son of daughter needs checking

up on the point, or does it mean
"t‘llludu O, K" The card doesn’t
iell us

. L

ONE YOUNG pupil of the Hepp-
ner elementary schools Las a
rather severe accusation to
make. He marched In the office
the other day, plunked down a
letter written on
paper on the counter and soberly
asked us to print it, then march-
ed out.
Like mll our readers, he has

the right to express himself
Here's what it sald:
“Nov. 6,

“Heppner Schools

“Heppner Schools are turning
into a Soviet Unlon,

“1. You cant talk In school

“2. You have to Run to School
to Catch the Bus

“3. Home work ls asigned to
ihe kids so they can’t go out and

play.
“4. And they are planing to)|
put 3 more months of School |
on so we don't have any summer |
for Rest. i
“S. Now planing so we don't|
have a vacation.
“BY

Very grave charges, indeed.

Neanderthal brought home a blg
stone tablet with his grades
chiseled In Roman Numerals on
it, parents have been trying to
figure out just how their off.
spring really stack up In school.

sometimes these cards take a
combination of a college pro-
{essor, a philosopher and a men-
tal telepathist to figure oul

In one community where we
lived some years ago, the chlld-
ren had a card that had a line
on it, “Understands Everyday
Experiences.” If this were check:
ed, your child was good at uader-
standing everyday experiences, It
it had a minus, he ostensibly
was alarmingly deficient In
comprehending everyday exper
lences.

1 always hoped that the daﬁ
would come when I could as
cach member of that school fac-
ulty to write down his version
of what was meant by “everyday
experiences.” It never did. Some-
day 1 hope to se¢ an everyday
experience.

We have another question, too,

e —

and robbed of ﬁ]ighllr more than
$100 in cash. Suffering greatest
wans Farley Motor Co, losing
$107, and Tum-A-Lum Lumber
Co. lost $624 In small change.

New daylight screens were In.
stalled in the new Heppner ele-

/ /
YOUR/ n:-f'qu‘ﬁd: ne

mentary school for use in visual / '
;-ducanzm. Insurancé AGENT
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Rose. Bt .','_".

wall visited the week-end at the
home of his brother-in-law and
sister, Mr. and Mrs. Bert Tucker,
Dayton, Wn.

— |

15 YEARS AGO
Nov. 14 1946

A move In the direction of ob-
taining plans for the Morrow
county general hospltal will be-
tuken here tomorrow.

AGENT - - -

DEPENDABLE
EXPERIENCED
PROFESSIONAL

New business to open the doom‘
here November 22 when Case
und Nickander will open a
sarshall-Wells store In the Case
bullding at the corner of Main
and Center.

Heppner Hlgh's Mustan 1 8|
trampled the Hermiston Bull
dogs in the annual Armistice Day
football classic here on Monday
by a 33-0 score.

30 YEARS AGO '
Nov. 12, 1931 \

Roads and bridges took the
biggest slash of any single item |

e

inree reasons why mos

e - lan
indencnden

from a local

it, That's

Qc

in the budget prepared by the
county budget committee last
Fhursday.

Morrow county is second lar
gest wool producing county in
1he state and this week Is stress.

National Wool Week. Phone 6.9615

Your LOCAL Insurance

people buy their insurance

C. A. RUGGLES
INSURANCE AGENCY

Heppner

WITH THE
PURCHASE OF

SUI'T

For Best Service

CONSULT

)

Box 611
————

Cregon

|

ing
ﬁuhe:‘t D. Lytle, Vale attorney.

A DIFFERENT kind of a letter
comes from Mra Sam G. Me.
Millan, secretary to the district
m-"l::r‘;:aafi lrg‘.l.ul:‘l M!“nC:
in nd. W
personnel of the Mﬂt:.bllmtl
of the Leslie Salt Company read
with great Interest your ‘Chaff
and Chatter column of Novem-
ber 2nd, We are v apprecia-
tive of the ‘plug’ my home coun-
ty paper has given us”

She referred to a recent face-
tious remark we made (o the
company's reference In & reeent
news release that pigs being
ralsed on concrete tend to be
anemic and need salt in thelr
diets.

In her letter, Mrs. MeMillan
suggested that we check with
our “across the street neighbomn”
iHelen and Charles Ruggles) [or
further clarifieation on tha Rk
Millans. This we did at a Iat»
hour tonight (Wednesday: and
learned that Sam and Annabelle
McMillan still have a [arm near
Ll-xlnlgtun and that she waught
school here for years. Sam I8 now
attending college at Portiand
State. Sam ls a brother of Mrs
Frieda Slocum, and Ted MeMil.
lan of Lexington is Sam's cousin.

We don't know If it is by
colncldence, but Leslie Salt s
starting an advertising campalgn
in the paper this week. It Iy a
clecer little series (this week's ad
on page 8). In deference to the
McMiliang and to the success
of this campalign, we hope this
bocomes a real salty area.

Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Misner
are visiting his daughter and
husband, Mr. and Mrs

of the week for New York.

TO THE
EDITOR ..

Dear Bir:
In recent editions you have had
articles promoting “shopping at
home” and ndl:‘crtulnj }‘lh' ad
vantages of keepl Qggﬂﬂ
money In Ilvppner.n“l thi it
is only falr to print the lowly
CONSUMors [-olnl of view, too.
Oh, yes; I'm with you 100%—
I want my money to stay In
town, too and maybe help bulld
up my nelghbors business.
you suy to shop at home to
get things when you need it but
how many tmes have 1 gone
shopping for a certain article
and heard “we're out of stock
right now, but we can order it
for you.' "It should be here next
week " Might not 1 just as well
sit down in the comfort of my
home and use the telephone or
citalog?
And,

like some few other
Heppner housewives, I lke to
knit in my spare time. But, If
{ should decide to knit some-
thing tomogrow, do any of the
Jty merchants know how far 1
would have lg drive o bur the
necessary yarn? (unlesa use
my phone or catalog).

And when | shopped for school
shoes for my sons, do they know

goort

A fow weeks ago, 1 tried w
buy a dress for my daughter.
“The shipment will be here next
week.” “Sorty, we don't have
that size.”

a dress to fit her in Heppner!

20 |b. TURKEY

A Suit - Topcoat - Or Sports Coat

AND SLACKS

AT REGULAR PRICE

THROUGH WEDNESDAY., NOVEMBER 22

MICHAELS STERN
OR CURLEE

You'll Get Your Big Turkey Free When You Buy Any

$49.50 t0 $75.00

—Or When You Buy Any Michaels Stern or Curlee

TOPCOAT at $47.50

—Or When You Buy Any Michaels Stern or Curlee

SPORTS COAT
53750 AND $3950

And SLACKS
$995 TO $2195

ITEMS AT REG. PRICE)

TOP GRADE TURKEYS -- THIS YEAR’'S
CROP -- READY TO COOK

(ALL

WILSON'S MEN'S WEAR

“THE STORE OF PERSONAL SERVICE”

that there was only ONE cholce |
I of color and style in thelr sizes? |

“HENRY ELLIS WILHELM, IL" | Mankin, and will leave the end' gwers 1 s oo

sho
lllr’laﬂt'll y to start s 1o
fultill the law of supply and
demand—you merchants supply
because we demand
better service of our needs even
unrh:wlnnuwtd
t those serviees
Joan Palmer

s o

rei. Sat., Nov. 17-18

Thief Of Baghdad

Steve Reeves as A dashing
Robin Hood of ancient Bagh-

dad L lots of action and
{antastic dangers with comle
fairy tale quality Cs
Color, PLUS

Trouble in the Sky

Good action drama with a
commercial Jet alrcraft back-
ground.

Show starts 7:30, feature break
9:10, out at 10:30
e S

Sun. Mon. Nov, 18-20

The Noked Edge

Murder mystery with nall-
biting suspense. Gary Cooper,
Deborah Kerr, Erie Partman,
Michael Wilding, Peter Cush.
ing, Diane Cilento, Hermlone
Gingold. NO ONE WILL BE
ADMITTED DURING THE
LAST 13 MINUTES OF THE
FILM . a red light will

be turned on in the boxoffice.
Sundg at 5§ end 7, Monday
at 7:




