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New Law Causes Ambulance Problem Here

A law concerning standards for ambulances, passed by

the 1981 legislature, is one of undoubled good Intent, but it
wlll cause o real problem here when It goes Into effect August
9. This Is pointed out by Wil O'Harra, administrator of Ploneer
Memorial hospital, In a column that he has written for this
paper, “Know Your Hospital,” that appears on page 10

Under the law, the State Board of Health has responsibility
for setting and applying standards Yor ambulance vehicles,
equipment and personnel. It requires the board to make “reason
uble regulations” to assure drivers and attendants are “phys
leally, emotlonally educationally qualified to administer
first ald™

New regulations and requirements for ambulances coming
as & resull of this law are at least temporarily jJoopardizing lo
cal service. Apparently to help administer the new law, a lieense
fee of $S100 Is now assessed to ecach vehlcle. In addition, each
one of the personnel fnvolved In operation of ambulances (s
pssessed a $5 license, O'Harra points out

Qualifications imposed on ambulance drivers are such that
few in Heppner are ellgible to drive.

Oliver Creswick operated the ambulance as a public service
untll recently, but the heavy lHeense fee together with demands
on his time with the new appointment as county assessor made
it necessary for him o turn over the keys to the County Court
The county owns the ambulance

As the hospital administrator understands the new law, when
an ungualified driver takes out an ambulance, his lability
Insurance Is Invalld. Thus, anyone who volunteers to save »
fellow man In dire distress by taking the vehlole to hils ald,
Is “sticking out his peck.”

O'Harra has a proposal that might answer the problem, He
would Hke to enlist a corps of volunteers who would be willing
to take tralning In first ald that would qualify them for the
Job. This would entall some regular meetings, but the volunteers
would be relmbursed from fees collected on the ambulance run
O'Harra belleves that the fees would just about balance with
the modest pay offered the ambulance personnel,

Any In the community Interested In this proposal should
contact O'Harra,

In the meantime It s quite a dilemma: Who would hesitate
to respond I he knew a fellow man were serlously injured In
an auto accident a few miles from town? But, on the other hand,
can a persan reasonably be asked to go in such an emergency
without protection of lability Insurance and legal safeguards?
For under the new law, a driver not qualified would be In vio.
lation of law In taking out the ambulance.

While bastcally good, the new law makes it pretty tough
for emergency service In an ares such as ours where population
Is relatively small and distances on emergency runs are often
long. Calls ure not frequent enough to operate the service as a
business as In larger citles. No one individual could hardly be
asked to pay the fee, take the training and be responsible for
calls. The corps of willing volunteers may be the best solution
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almost miraculously, neither Mr. j pioniy®
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They managed to get to Bert's
mother’s home at Halfway eéven
though thelr car was demolished
and bought another car. Soon

| after, one of the children came
down with the mumps. Just as

| things started improving, an-
| other of their children came

down with the mumps at the
| start of the second vacation
| wirpk.

|
|  But the Huffs were grimly de-
| termined to have a good time.
"‘l']li“\' went to Yakima and on to
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Zillah to visit Mrs. Hull's par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. P. L. Burns.
Bert got in some good fishing for
slivers in Banks Lake and things
at last seemed o be going
rosy,

On  their homeward journey,
though, a siren whistled them
down as they were golng through
Grandview. Bert looked at the
speedometer. He was doing 35,
But the officer said it was a
25-mile zone, The fine:

S50 when you go to the First
Natlonal Bank and see Bert, just
smile and ask about the weather,
Don't be so cruel as to ask him
If he had a nice vacation

15 bucks.
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THE BOARDMAN TILLICUM CLUB

| The current guartet of Kittens
will be weaned and housebroken

{.

ATURDAY, AUG. 5

in two or three weecks. They are

long-haired, pretty and playful,

You ean have your choice of

three females or one male. Phone !

69704, e
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