Crews’ Courage
Stamina and Skill
Restore Service

When the winds begin to howl
ar freczing rain (o [all, the power
company line crews and the
power dispatchers and service
supervisors alert (hemselves for
trouble calls

Sometimes iU's big trouble, for
when It turns mean, the weather
s & melentiess foe of eclectric
utility serviee facilities

Like & military force, the
maintenande and construction
crows of Pacl
fic Power &
Light Company
must be al
ways ready for
a sudden at-
tack along the

weather front
Every veteran
lineman of the company can tell
tales of nights and days spent
repalring transmission and dis-
iribution lines knocked out of
wrvice by sudden blows from
a slorm

fee s the worst foe. Wind Is
the next. Lightning and floods
bring thelr share of troubles.
Pven a pentle raln breaking the
Jong late summer coating of dust
an insulators and making them
conduetors Instead, can trigger
short elrculting of lines and keep
crews working all night.

Serlous Storma Felt

At times dunng the 50-year
histary of Pacific Power & Light
Compuny Sstorm damage has
been slmost catastrophic, and
ihe task of restoring electric ser-
viee seemingly super-human
But out Into the storms have

ne the line crews, fighting not

only the damage, but the con-

tinulng hazard of the storm.
Such & storm was the now hls.

totd vieg storm” of Oregon's

mid- Willamette Valley in 1832,
More than 100 miles of trans-
mission line was knocked out of
service. Tee bullt up on lines un-
ill thev were three Inches thick,
were ripped from Insulators and
fell to the ground. The freezing
held them to the surface, as the
cold continued, and the lnes
couldn't me restrung

Instead of a repair job It be-
enme a construction job, But
what a job! Before the linemen
could elimb the poles they had
to chip away the lee with ham-
mers and axes, Ong crew worked
su davs stralght, 10 hours a day,

Freak wind storms have caus-
el  damage that practically
wiped out electric service over
large areas. One In Walla Walla
in the 1030's left several streets
a tangle of toppled poles and
wires

Wires Sagged

In the oarly days, winds in
the Yakima wvalley sometimes
gtrotched the soft-drawn aluml-
num wire, used In early high-
voltage transmission lines, until
it sagged SO low bhetween the
poles it almost touched the
ground

The galeike bllizzards that
can sweep Wyoming and Mon-
fapa are no joy to linemen in
those states when wires are
down.

Improved construction and
better miaterinls have lessened
possibllities of storm outages,
but the lineé crews can never
conclude that the battle with
the weather is over. Thelr trucks,
materinls and varled speclalized
equipment are always geared for
trouble at a moment's notice In
order that Paclfic Power's cus-
tomers will be inconvenlenced
us little as possible.

Floods were a frequent prob.
lem in Oregon's Willamette Val-
ley In the early years. Many a
neman was also a good oars-
man. And mounting a pole from
a boat, especlally if the current
were swift and the top of the
pole swaying in an elght-foot
clrele, was a supreme test of a

i climbing skill

; s and lce nlso gave trou-
bile 1 the early days to small
hydroelectric generating plants.
sometimes there was not enough
left flowing in the winter
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to turn the turbines,
f Power's battle with
pather 10 koep power flow-
i ol hags often
t the point of high drama
! N T it has been for
the Il rows fust steady, hard,
B the result
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In Granddad's Day A “Dynamo’’ Did It...

Today Power Giants Like This
Help You Live Better Electrically!

PP&L Marks 50 Years of Public Service!

During the past half-century, the electric switch has become the symbol of better living for thousands of

customers served by Pacific Power & Light. Thanks to the efforts of hard-working “power pioneers,” these

50 years have seen the light bulb of 1910 become today’s all-electric home, with all it means to you in com-

fort and convenience.

Recause of the big value and many benefits of electric service, use of dependable PP&L electricity has in-

]

creased raplal) In the past ten yvears alone, use ol electricity i Paecific Powerland has more than doubit 1.

And today, just as throughout the past 50 years, PP§ L. continues to push ahead—d ping new hydro-

electrne sites, exploring Northwest ( s as i i ower, researching tne pos ili i
r 101 ur O I' BVINE 1l e vears Lo coie.

atomic power—to assure you pienty ol dependabi
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