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Pacific Power Notes 50th Anniversary

Miracle of Eledricity
Changes Life

miracle of yesterday soon
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day—and this Is trug of electric

living
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Massive electric transmission and generating
sized installotions in the Northwest. Huge transformer Is a 230.000-
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o supply its customers include record-
volt giant, typical of units at load centers for PP&L's system.

generating pliiﬂf.
of this

The magie of electricity [irst

the night sky In Founder system WwWAS

ted a city franchise to supply

Energy for the light strung
the service. a vear earller, and

ilong the town's main business

lifforo: r' :.:li ':::':hm“ t(;a:‘:: street, and probably adorning then organized the Heppner
e the bars In the best thirst-slack- Light and Water Company. His

if he works in a factory with :n;.' emporiums of this wheat- -l.!-'.'ﬂ't-{'l.'lh‘s in the enterprise were
electic-powered n'.:u:hm--.ry he land county seat, came from Thomas W. Ayers and James
has an average energy equive a small steam engine electric D. Hamilton.

f 240 men at his finger-
8-hour shift.

tip itral In an
Wwe can look forward to many
more miracles in our electric
way of life. Tomorrow's home
will ! iNMuminated by solid
wal light. We will sleep
under electrle blanket that
coal : in summer and warms
: winter. The homemaker
will slip a punched card intp a
tinv kitchen electronic computer
d it will prepare the entire
il Clothing will be washed
thout water, soll being whis-
fed away by use of statle elec-
tricity.

. heeause of the efforts
ors in the electric in-
typified by the men who
ot the plans and ploneering
¢ racific Power & Light Com-
iny. The myriad services of

tricity which provide the ul-
te in comfort, convenience
a ‘njoyment of our daily lives
are the result of 50 yvears of pro-
gress by an industry which has
been paced by the local utility.

Tax Paymen'ts Large

and

!

As a taxpaying cltizen
supporter of local government
services Pacific Power & Light|

Company paid $£6,295,000 in state
and local taxes for 1959. |

a vice presi
pany. Holding a 1914
troduced first electric
son, Eldon Drennan, is PPAL manager for the Pendleton district.

which includes Heppner.

Pagilil: Pwers early promotion of appliances brought the first
electric irons and washing machines to many eastern Oregon
communities. Nattily dressed salesman Ray Turnbull, left, was
so enthusiastic about electric living conveniences he later became

dent of the Edison General Electric Appliance Com-
raodel iron is George 1. Drennan, who in-
washing machines to PP&L customers. His
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The cutomobile sedans of the
generciing plant da

quartes-century. Ubiquitous Model

thousands of miles annuslly

te this photograph of a local &

runping down troubles

mid-1920's double-parked in front of the old Heppner steam-electric

lsctric service landmaork. Plant served area for a
T Ford was typical of the line service trucks of the era, covering
on the lines and restoring service to customers.

| H. V. Gates, who had been gran- |

The |dea of gettihg rid of the
woal-oll lamps for the flickering
‘lobes invented by Edison was
still pretty revolutionary, and It
was a good many ygars before
every house in Heppner and the
earby ranches were to boast of
the new lighting system,

Flat Rates for Service

Like many of the ploneering
systems of that era electricity
was sold in Heppner at a flat
rate per month. A single 16-
candlepower globe, equivalent to
a 20-watt bulb of today's stan-
dard, was $1.45 per month if you
kept it burning until 10 p. m. If
wanted service until mid-

you paid $2. Business
firms, like the hotel and the
aloons, could have service all
night at $280 for each bulb.

The whirring of the power
generator and the hlss of steam
of the old Heppner company
nlant kept the lights burning
most of the time. But the fre-
quent outages often stretched In-
to days while the plant was shut
down for repairs or emergencles,
There were no inter.connectlons
of systems such as assure de-
pendable service for customers
of today's electric service com-
panles. That was to come along
later, as the industry expanded
and the men who ploneered the
industry learned how to frans-
port power over longer and lon-
ger transmission lines.

Small Plants Overtaxed

During the first decade of the
new century the growth of the
business taxed the capacity of
the initial plant, and the firm
rebuilt its power station in 1911,
adding two 125-horsepower
steam engines and two General
Electric generators.

The units were capable of pro-
dueing 50 and 100 kilowatts of
electricity, a mere fraction of the
70000 kilowatt units at Pacifie
Power's quarter-milllon kilowatt
Swift plant on the Lewis Rlver,

The two gencralors gave the

you
night

company alternate machines in
vent of trouble, and the greater
dependability of service helped
attract more husiness. By 1915
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Light Co. PP&L was then ser-
ving communities and rural
areas of Umatilla and Wasco
countles. The next year the
Sherman Eleetrle Compuny fa.
ellitles were purchased by the
inland Power & Light Company.
And two years later Paclfle
power and Light came to Hep-
pner when It assumed the re-
sponsibilities for the services to
communities of Morrow, Sher-
man and Gllllam counties.

Pacific Power began to bulld
transmission lines to connect the
newly acquired properties with
remainder of its system.
Gradually, the small obsolete
sonerating plante was retired
from service.

Interconnections Aid Service

Bringing the struggling sys-
tems Into an interconnected op-
eration was a milestone in the
progress of the utility industry In
this arca. From then on, when
one plant broke down service
could be supplied from a nelgh-
boring plant, or power brought in
over an Interconnection of the
loon circult.

Use of electricity has con-
tinued to grow through the Pa-
cific Power system, and today
the area known as Pacific Power-
land is one of the most electri-
fied in the nation. During the
first decade of the company's
sprvices, the average household
used about 200-kilowatt hours of
electricity. This 1s less than a
modern “electric living" house-.
hold uses In a week In most of
the PP&L area.

And with the increased use
and the larger power systems
making possible greater econ-
omles In operation, the cost of
the service has gradually de-
clined from the 20 and 30 cents
per kilowatt hour of the earlier
years to slightly more than one

[ |

the

cent a kilowatt hour for resi-
dential service in the Heppner
arem.

Farm Uses Many

Resenrchers in the United
States Department of Agricul-
ture point to more than 450 dif-
ferent applications of electricty

the farm and In the farm

home

In Pacific Powerland, one of
the nation’s most electrified re-
continuing rural electri-
fication eofforts of PP&L have
made it possible for farm fami-|of tran
|lles to llve better electrically.
There have been many real
changs from the early days
| wt us of electricity on the
farm was limitad to lighting and |
: From burglar alarms to barn
| eleaners, Reddy Kllowatt sup-
plles the power of many hired
{ is on the farms of Pacific
| Powerland.

Company Born in 1910
Serves Growing Area

Fifty vears of electric wutility

service ploneering and power

supply development, and the role of Pacific Power & Light Com-

pany in helping to bulld the area
during 1960 In observance of the (

The first half.century of progress of the company,

s It serves, are being recognized
‘ompany's S0th annlversary year.
now one

of the region's leading Industries, also highlights the vigorous

the Narthwest,

Significant chapters in the story
came to the farms, factories and
featured in this special news
paper supplement edition.

Formed of four small local
power companies that were
struggling in 1910 to stay in the
business of providing electricity
to lluminate streets and stores
and homes, Pacific Uower start.
od with 10780 customers In 14
towns and rural areas of Wash-
ington and Oregon. With growth
of the Northwest, and as a re:
sult of merpgers with neighbor.
ing utilities, the company now
serves over 317200 customers,
LIGHTS WENT OFF EARLY
WHEN DAD “SPOONED"” MOM

When the newly-founded PP&L
too over the ploneering systems
the idea of regular 24-hour elee-
tric gervice was a rarity In the
industry. Power plant break.
downs often stretched into days.
House and street lights usually
went off at midnight, when the
plant operator went home to
sleep. If Dad was still spooning
Mom, they lit an oll lamp, ad-
ding W our Janguage the apl
expression “burning the mid-
night oll"

Compared with the large hy-
droelectric and steam-electric
power plant capacities required
for today's modern system, the
total of 10600 kilowatts of gen-
erating capacity needed for the
fledgling power company was a
mere drop of supply.

But In those days the average
household “burned” only a few
globes, A laundry lron was a
cherished gift to a bride. Clothes
washers were wooden-tyb af-
falrs,

Service was sold for 15 to 20
cents a kilowatt-hour In those
days. Some companles provided
a 16-watt bulb and kept it light-
ed for 75 cents a month. An
extra globe for the front porch
was supplied for an additional
25 cents a month,

in 1910 was ususlly
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of electricity

The major Industrial consumer |}

| growth of the extensive territory served by PPEL in five states of

of how the “magic of electricity”
homes of Pacific Powerland are

Employees also kept busy sell-
ing new appliances (o more
homes and farms, and electric
service to factories, then largely
powered by thelr own steam en-
gines

Although electricity now Is
used universally, Pacific Power
continuously engages In a broad-
scaled program (o stimulate
greater use of its service com-
modity and also ald the econo-
mic development of its service
areas
PPAL PIONEERS FARM
ELECTRIFICATION IDEAS

The company's interest in agrl-
cultural research, 4-H youth pro-
fects and the growth of crop
and livestock Industries are a
result of the recognition In 1910
that the success of the company
would depend upon the pros
perity of agriculture in Its re-
glon. Over the years, the com-
pany's ploneering of farm elec-
trificatlon has recelved national

recognition,
The company's farm arml

drove the countryside's
and muddy roads helping farm-
ers bulld their first electric

brooders and pump-rrigation
systems. As a result, four-fifths
of all of PP&L's present distrl-
bution circults are serving rural
areas and farms

One rural area circuit Is still
known as the “Moo Cow” line
because it powered some of the
first electrified dalry bamms In
the nation.
METER MEN CARRIED IRONS
TO HELP BOOST APPLIANCES

Boosting use of electricity and
sales of appliances called for in-

P

First commerclal installation of

the town's street railway, often
an affiliate of the utllity system
itself.
NEW COMPANY DEVELOPS
RELIABLE POWER SUPPLIES
The million kilowatts of power
now provided customers by Pacl-
tic Power could not have been
envisioned by Its founders In
that first decade of the 20th
century. But they belleved addl-
tional investments in new facill-

ties could offer the growing
Northwest & dependable electric
service,

That was the challenge then
confronting the electric industry

everywhere.
During the first year of PP&L'S

life the company bullt 200 miles |
smission line to link to-
its scatered systems. The
lines assured mare rellable serv-
ice by exchanging power when
any one plant broke down Next
the company began to modernize |
fts small hydroelectric and |
steam-electric piants and bulld
larger ones. Several of those new
plants of the first decade are
still part of the power supply
| system.

gether

aboard 5.8. Columbla, shown above
drawing. Vessel reached Portland, July.

Edison’s Incandescent light was
in an old Scientific American
1880; showed off its lighting,

genuity and hard work in those
days.

In the towns the meter read-
ers carrled the new-fangled
waleetric-irons” under their arm
to iptroduce the convenlence to
housewlves on thelr route. The
new appliances then were placed
in homes on a trial demonstra-
tion. One advertisement In that
era suggested brides could help
thelr husbands to success by
using more work-saving electrie
appliances. The Iidea was she
wouldn't be as weary when hub-
by came home, and could help
entertain his friends, go party:
ing, play bridge.

A measure of the extent which
households now are enjoying the

convenience and comforts of
glectric living s Indicated by the
amount used In the average

served by PPEL. When the
founded, the
s“modern home' used about 200
kilowatt-hours annually. That
wasn't as much in a full year as
many homes now use in one
week. The residential use of
electricity In Pacific Powerland
{Continued on Page 2)

home
company was




