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VICTOR L. KREIMEYER
B the past two woeks
Beadines, radio and TV
brog feasts have  boen
d with reports on the
farge fires In Mantana
Eastern Washington and
& Milllons of Americans
Bout the United States
pen on imternational TV
ips the walls of racing
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najor fire fronts although
Service men of the Hep,
nger district as well as
mods and mill crews have
Ispatched to and may even
¢ working on many differ.
s throughout this area

Is a report of some of the
this and incldents on the
chee Creek fire. Many of
wspaper reports have re-
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ammings Creek, Crooked

™
'

iy hesefings plans
orders placed for men and
All night this contin
day Ught thete

sttrmpt at elowop

. i
made
marhinrs
I Just
was 2 X

4451

before

e

e
wWas sjpsent In
planning
thete Wi

of which
vntemplation
M courne

siirnt
amnd prayer

the usual exchange of greetings
of old Forewmt Service friends not
seent fOor many Yoars friends
made at other fres. training

schools or assignments, but over
it all rode the feeling of anxiety
stomachs knotted and appetiles
consplevously absent in all ex
vept the hardiest veterans

By 5 a m Sunday
was al the Pomeroy alrstrip walt
ing for a helicopter to take me
to the Wenatchee Guard Station
already established as the fire
headguarters for the Wenatchee
Creek flre. With me was a plan
to control the fire, It was prepar
ed by those who had seen or been
on the fire, who had scouted it
from the alr; men who had per
sonal acquaintance with coun
try; a plan subject to change as
the fire might change

The ‘copters, plloted by Wes
lamatta of Columbia Helicopter
Service,
feet of the Wenatchee Creek
Guard Station. To greet me as
I crawled out of the ‘copter, was
my line boss, Blill Orr, a veteran
firefighter from the Willametie
National Forest plus an already
haggard and tired group of fire
fighters, Forest Service men and
Natlonal Guardsmen. who had
fought this fire from the begin-

moming, 1

ning but had lost thelr battle
ind were forced to retreat, leay
ing their tools and equipment

behind on a ridge that was now
surrounded by miles of black
ened snags and white ashes

Although I had not eaten since
about 5:30 p m the day before,
a steak hastily bolted down at
Tupper G 8 prior to catching the

and Tucannon fires on the
da Natlonal Forest |
superiors selected me to
@ boss of this 6000 acre|
sr. The fire had most of
wth by the time I arrived;
gh now controlled is
tpable of destruction If not
sely extinguished.
first orders were received
&y, July 23rd. At the time
sssage came through, I was |
dison Butte lookout obser- |
the tremendous smoke
created by the Anthony |
fire on the Wallowa-Whit-
Natlonal Forest, then a|
acre fire but destined to
to more than 20,000 acres
next few days. My orders
from the Forest Supervisor, |
isctor, to report to Pomeroy,
ngton. My Job was to take
me of the project fires on
imeroy district — the Wen-
¢ Creek fire. This was about
m Saturday. A small plane
ne at Big Rock Flat near
r Guard Station and be-
00 that evening I was in
oy reporting to fire head-
srs. At this headquarters
wrdination was to be done
attempt to man, tool, feed
swovide for more than 2000
thters working on a half
project fires that had al-
burned over thousands of
of forest land plus the
g of small fires that threat-
to bring the large fires in-
e uncontrellable giant.
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plane at Big Rock Flat, food
was far from my thoughts There
was an organization to get set up
and men to be dispatched to dif-
locations to begin the
tiresome job of bullding
and burning out a fire line In
an attempt to stop the spread
of the fire. In addition to scout-
ing the fire, hundreds of men
began ta roll into our base camp
These men had to be organized
into divislons, sectors and crews.
Men to old for the rugged Job
af bullding fire line down over

ferent
dirty,

[ rock and rims had to be shuffled

into johs they could handle. Men
with oxfords or with hangovers
be weeded out and re-
turned to the breadlines. The
bulk of these men were not
woodsmen but men from the
breadlines In Portland, Seattle
and Spokane,

The next four days all seemed
to blend into one. Day crews
eame in as night crews went out.
For fire overhead the day started
at 4:00 a m and quit at 11:00
p m. Sporadic radio messages
and telephone calls came the
night through. Only such high-
lights as another canyon lost to
the fire, a heart attack, an evac-
uwation of a man who fell from
a rim in the dark night seemed
to identify the days, The ever-
ready and willing ‘copter pilots
were like angels of mercy. They
airlifted the emergency cases to
the hospital. They ferried food

had to

| and water to tired and thirsty,
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Lexington News

By DELPHA JONES
Mrs Eldon Padberg entertalned

one day last week with a bridge
party honoring Mrs Lols Hunt
i her birthday, Those present
were Inez Huffman, May GH
linm of Heppner, Juanita Car
michael, Gena Leonard, Gladys
Van Winkle, Lorene Ladbetter
and the hostess and honoree, Mrs
Hunmt and Mrs Padberg. RBirth
day cake was served

Mr ond Mrs George Hermann,
Mr and Mrs Johnnle Ledbetter,
and Mr and Mrs Dean Hunt were
Hat Rock visltors Sunday

Mr and Mrs O W Cutsforth
were visitors at the river on
Sunday

Mrs Edna Munkers, and Mrs
Willlam C VanWinkle were Pen-
dleton visitors ong day last week
Mr and Mrs Steve Sawyer and
family of Hobart, Ind were week-
end visitors at the W E Me.
Millan ranch. On Sunday they
and Mr and Mrs Eugene Sawyer
of Pendleton and Mr and Mrs
McMillan spent the day at the
Cutsforth cabin In the mountains,

Mr and Mrs New't O'Harra
have returned from Portland
where they spent several days

at the home of their son and
family, Mr and Mrs Jack O'Harra.
Steven O'Harra returned home
with his grandparents for a few
days visit,

Mr and Mrs M A Dopplemeler
and Mrs Virginia Miller of Port-
land were visitors at the home
of Miss Dona Barnett and Mrs
Trina Parker last week.

Mr and Mrs Cecil Jones and
children were visitors at Prairie
City on Sunday where they were
dinner guests at the Byres Dear-
dorff home.

Mrs Bob Davidson and children
Herble, Greg and Anita returned
home Sunday from Grandview,
Wash where they had gone to
visit a daughter and famlly, Mr
and Mrs Vern Viall and Infant
daughter, Margaret Louise.

Mrs O W Cutsforth and daugh-
ter Lisa were Pendleton visitors
on Friday of last week.

Hugo Leyva motored to Port-
land Sunday returning that
evening with Butch Eatch. Bulh|
boys left on Tuesday for an ex.
tended trip to Mexlco and way
points.

Aliee and Judy Wihlon visited
their father Armin Wihlon over
the weekend from their home in
Pasco.

Guests at the Cecll Jones home
on Monday night were, Mr and
Mrs Steve Sawyer and chlildren
Mike and John from Hobart,
Indiana, Mr and Mrs Butch Saw-
ver and children of Pendleton,
Mr and Mrs W E McMillan and
John Spence and Mr and Mrs
O W Cutsforth and daughters.
Mr and Mrs Oscar Meracle and
family have moved into the Jack
Griffin home.

Mike Griffith spent the week.
Pendleton where he vis-
ited with Mike Graves.

Robert Parson in the U § Air
Force is visiting his sister, Mrs
George Steagall from St Charles, |
Va. He has been stationed In
Texas but Is enroute to Alaska
where he will be stationed. |

Mr and Mrs Serge Covall of
(eathart, Oregon are the proud |
parents of a son, Thomas Serge,

born July 29. |
|
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FURNER, VAN MARTER & BRYANT |
INSURANCE AGENCY

83 N. MAIN
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PHONE 6-9652 |

Stanfield Meat Co.

Hugh Smith. Owner & Mgr.
Stanfield. Ore.

CUSTOM CUTTING-CUTTING
CURING

Wholesale & Retall

LOCKER MEAT

Call GI 95-3633

| WE DELIVER

Tells Firefighting'plfoblems
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I thinarrs the Forest
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CENTRAL MARKET'S WEEKEND

MIX-OR-MATCH SPECIAL --
DUNDEE, 303 CANS

WHOLE KERNEL CORN
CREAM STYLE CORN

GREEN PEAS

GREEN BEANS
AND CAMPBELL'S

PORK AND BEANS

 HEFFNER QAZETTE TIMEA, Thursday, August 4
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BEST FOODS
Bread & Butter

PICKLES

2 JARS 45C

CAMPBELL'S

Beans & Franks

2 CANS 69(:

PORK & BEANS

STANDEY 46 OZ.
Pineapple-Gp'fruit
DRINK

3 CANS 89C

CAMPBELL'S 21 OZ,

5 FOR 95(:

--‘d“‘ﬂi el

SEEDLESS GRAPES

2 LBS. FOR 29(:

ma
LLLL

/ Tomatoes

FRE

2 Ibs. 29¢

FRESH CUCUMBERS

2 FOR 9C

MEAT DEP'T. SPECIALS - PHONE 6-9288

DELICIOUS PORK ROASTS .
LEAN PORK STEAKS

CUSTOM CUTTING — BEEF F

PICNICS |b. 39¢

FRESH PORK LIVER

LB.

19°
49°
33°

LB.

YOUR FREEZER

OR

SPECIALS FOR FRIDAY & SATURDAY, AUGUST 5 & 6

Central

HEFPNER

Market & Grocery

PHONE 6-9614



