Good Schools for Youth

Nearly 400,000 Students In
Elementary and High Schools

Education has come 4 long way
in Oregon since John Ball, compan-
jon of Nathaniel J. Wyeth on his
exeursion into the Oregon couniry,
taught the hall-breed children of
Dr. John Mecloughlin and his staff
4t Vancouver in 183233, “The
White-headed Eagle” was virtual
iy the governor of the primitive
i"i‘t'gun colntry, and his concern
for education has set a pattern for
all his successors

Ball had around him at Fort
Vancouver about a dozen swarthy
children in what Dr. MecLoughlin
mmsell called “the first school in
Oregon,” and the teacher gave a
guod report of their interest and
offort in the few months he had
them in his charge

Dr. Rex Putnam, Oregon Super-
interdent of public instruchon, in
his 1948 report, dealt with a some-

whitt larzer group — 3745 pu
ol enrolled in elementary  and
high schools in the year 1957-08

The curriculi, naturally, have wi-
dened and deepened with the need
and the means of meeling It

Solomon  Smith, who succeeded
rall at Fort Vancouver, departed
suddenly with the buker's wile
after a few months and’ started, at
the home of Joseph Gervals in the
French Prairie area, the first school
in old Oregon south ol the Colum
bia river. This was not a lasting
development, and Rev, George H
Atkinson, coming along in the late
forties, is credited with being one
of the founders of education in
this area. He helped lay the foun
dutions for Pacific University.

The first day school of any kind
in Portland — as Mrs. C, M. Cart-
wright (Charlotte Terwilliger! told
it in the Oregon Historieal Quar-
terly in 1903 — was opened in
the fall of 1847. It was a private
soliool, and it continued [or one
auarter.  Mrs, Cartwright was in
the first class, with 16 other stu-
donts

Aims of Oregon Schools

For his tremendous and growing
family of schoal children the state
superintendent announced in  his
1958 report the general policies
und ideas of the state's education-
al system. His six points follow
(i, form somewhat condensed)

11 Continued maintenance of the
system of free public schools

2) Incressed financial support
for a comprehensive high school,
to ‘cope with the increasing num
bers and the expansion of the role
of the schools in the past 25 years.

31 Quality in education and
high-level academic and intellec
tua! achievement stressed as the
main aims, with competition a
mong children of equdl age recog-
nized and stimulated

4) Education for democratic
citizenship to continue to be a
goal — beneficial to, rather than
antagonistic to, academic lparning

5) Individual responsibil
ity stressed — rvesponsibility of the
pupil to work and learn at the
level of his capacity; of the parent
for careful guidance and control
of the child, for constructive ex
imple, for co-pperative relation
shin with the school; responsibility
uf the teacher for adequate all -

around  training for his job,
thorough preparation for teaching
ol each lesson, devotion to the to-
tal aim of the school; responsibil-
ity of the citizen for support of
community improvement to re-
duce problems and enhance the
outcome of the school program.

6) Balanced curriculum—strong
emphisis on the technology of our
soclety  (science and supporting
mathematics) but alse on the hu-
minities: languages, communica
tion, soclal and economic institu.
tiuns, self-expression in music and
the arts — probing of the mean-
ing of the universe through philos-
ophy and religion.

Help for the Handicapped

To give children handicapped in
any phase of mental and physi-
cul equipment the maximum of ed-
ucation they can absorb, the Ore-
gon school system gives special
Wi foward overcoming the handi
oiap, the superintendent explained
in his report. In the school year
185758, 168 wisually handicapped
children were aided with special
textbooks and equipment and 110
others similarly handicapped were
assisted with yeaders and special
teaching service. Seventy-two emo-
tiorally maladjusted pupils were
aided with special  etlucational
sorvice in 195657, and 101 of the
similarly afflicted in 195556

In the 1956-57 school year 109 pu-
pils with hearing defects received
special educational serviee, and
106 in the previous school year.

An educational program is car-
ried out in hospital schools. Eleven
teachers were employed in five
haspitals  serving 605 children.
This was done at a total cost of
9,000 for the year

The school population is still
bulging, though the bulge was
blunted somewhat in the last two
school years. On the census rolls
for 1957-58 were 485,586 children of
school age, an increase of 10,293
over the preceding school year, The
enrollment in public elementary
schpols in 195758 was 285604 as
against 279715 in the previous
year, Private school enrollment
in the elementary grades was 26.-
511 in 1956-57; the figure for 1955
506 not announced.

In the public high school grades
the enrollment for the 195758 yedr
wiis 95,950, as compared with
™) 289 in the preceding year, The
total public school enrollment for
1957.58 was up 9,450 from the 370,-
004 of 195657, The total daily at.
tendance was 315,629 in 1957-58; in
the preceding year it was 308,727

Nearly 14,000 Teachers

I'o handle all these pupis re-
quired 9491 teachers in the ele
mentary grades in 1953-56; in the
rext year the number was up to
985, In the high schools it took
3 666 teachers to handle the classes
ir; 1965:56; in the next year, J.811

School congolidations resulted in
a drop of the number of principals
fenm 882 in 1955-56 to 858 in 1956-57,
this in the face of increased en
rollment,

Oregon education below the col
lege level was handled by 709 dis.
tricts in 1957-58 as against 716 dis
ticts in the preceding year — due
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to reorganizations and consolida-
tions

The number ol elementary school
units in Oregon in 1957-58 was
1086, an increase of just 1 over the
preceding year. The number of
high schools was exactly the same
in both years, at 223

Oregon public and private col -
leges graduated 590 elementary
teachers in the spring of 1957, Of
these, 401 were employed in  the
next year in the schools of this
siale, the percentage accepling
teaching posts in the state was 67.9.
Graduates who did not teach in
the vear after their graduation con-
stituted 27 per cent of the whole
number graduated.

All of the out-of-state teachers
hired {or the Oregon schools come
from states west of the Mississippi,
with Washington providing more
than any other state.

A little on the financial side of
the picture

Large Investment In Schools

The state superintendent’'s re-
ports show that the estimated
value of all buildings in the Oregon
publie school system in 1957-58 was
$108,043,875.96, an increase over
the preceding year's figure, which
was $282,783.644.74. Grounds went
up in value in the same period
from $19 782 558 .52 to $22,027 835.15,
and equipment value decreased
from $40,307,297 to 338,495,493,

The per capita current expense
of high school students was figur-
ed at #4538 in 195556, The next
vear this had advanced to $48218
IPer capita cost of handling all the
stute's elementary pupils in the
public schools in 1955:56 was $322..
82: in 195657 it was $35103, The
total operating expense of main-
taining Oregon public schools, the
reports shows, was, in 195556,
§105,9713,464,70; in the next year
the figure advanced to $118,601,-
109,76, The total disbursements for
Oregon schools, including capital
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outlay, in 1955-56 was $144.585.414
G3: the npext year's [igure was
S160,815,909,26

These rather astronomical totals
ate attributed to several faclors
the greatest of which s the loss of
nearly half of the purchasing pow
er of the dollar since World War
I

In the early I8H's Pendleton was
considered the chiel primary mar-
ket for wool in the United States

Aurora was founded in 1857 by a
Gorman communist society

Abraham Lincoln was offered the
position of territorial governor of
Oregon but refused the ap
pointment

So many languages and dialects
were used by coastal Indians of the
eurly Oregon territory that adjoin
ing neighbors could not communi
vate with one Another
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only one made exclusively for mild nerve deafness cases,
ie now available to you for your own ald for a limited
time only at the low, low price of $24.95, with nothing
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If sounds are loud but the words are muffled, |f back-
ground noises obscure conversation, then come in and

try this nerve deafness receiver absolutely free!

Also

avallable in sub.miniature size at $5 extra,
This offer is limited to the deafened, No sales will be
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Acousticon - Willoughby
I 728 S.W. 4th Ave, Portland.Ore.
Eugene, 992 Willamette, Rm. 208, DI 5-9748
Please send your free booklet . .. | understand there
I Is no obligation
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When you ship Union Pacific, you can

he sure of the finest in facilities and

service. With the most modern, most

diversified equipment available to serve

you, your shipping problems are an

swered. Coupled with Union Pacific's

fleet of giant jet-principled gas turbine

locomotives—the most powerful in the

world—this modern equipment is de-

# signed to meet your every shipping need.
Foot Sufferers

Do bunions, callouses, cramps, burning, tired, painful feet, weak
arches, poor circulation, etc., couse you suffering and possible
expense?
It 5o, why not discover thy couse of your suffering, how four importont in-
step bones may couse or prevent 909 of your trowble. Learn how fthe
amaxingly successtul, fully tested Vimulater System worki fo help end
thess comman fool troubles quickly, easily, mnnnuut?. WITHOUT RESORY
7O ARTIFICIAL AIDS OR LOSS OF A M MENT'S TIME
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Whenever and whatever you ship

Single door, double dear and plug
door bon cars tor efficient londing

be specific. . . call
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Lotest model stock cars mean prime
condition livestock deliveries

Hopper type and Ral bottom
gondola cary for bulk shipping
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