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Local Interests Aided by

Active Press

By George S, Turnbull
Professor Emeritus of Journalism,
University of Oregon
The helpful influence of the press
in the development of a community
o1 a commonwedidlth §s not a mat
ter of argument. From the very
beginning, O re gon newspapers
have been busy at the job of build
ing up both their town and the
commonwealth, All departments of
the papers, not excluding the ad
verlising department, have hall a
hitnd in  furthering  development
Many of the earlier Oregon nows
papers like those of the olded
parts of the United States, gave
disproportiondte emphasis to poli
ties but still tried to keep an eye
0o ”1(_‘ economic, sSOC1al ||"|l’| el

tural phases of community life
The first Oregon newspaper, the
litde twice-a-month Spectiator, pub
lished, 1846 to 1855, at Oregon
City, the first center of business
and government in Oregon, started
right out with the ldea of building
p the country. One of its earliest
eifforts to promote locil progress
was not g0 very exciting in form or
content, but it was headed in  the
right direction. It read
“The time has come for a
thorough and complete
zation of our city corporation
Our mayor and trustees are
doing husiness in the rnght way
Our adviece to them is, first
'‘Be sure thal vou are right
then go ahead.' Gentlemen, dig
up the stumps, grade the
street, tnx dogs, prohibit hogs
and advertise in the Spectator
A sore economic point in early
Oregon was the currency system
or Inck of system, Tue provisional
legislature had extended the com
monwealth’'s  legal tender 1o in
clude besides gold and silver -
treasury drafts, approved orders
on solvent merchants, and good
merchantable wheat at the market
price. The Spectator then, in its
very first issue, deplored that ac
tion, saying in part
“Could we have our own Indivi-
dual cholce of a legal tender, it
should be the precious metals on
ly, and to this we believe we will
he compelled to come ultimately,”

Besides thus standing for stable
currency, the little paper warned

Since 1846

Oregottians  against a  precpit-
ate rush to the California gold
fields, which rush at t had o
serious effect on Oregon's econo-
my, draining the [little common-
wealth of its business and profess
ional men, and (o he final
suspension of two of Oregon's
first three newspapers. California
however, soon became a market
for Oregon products to supply the
preat influx of population attract
el by the mining de i

The Weekly Oreg:
al Portland Ded i
Dryer editor, also
resders repeatedly ag
excitement., An execerpl

i Its editorial warnings

o

A word to the wise
every mian who i
in acre of land
from the gold mines
ne Wikl then maske ot
with less lahor
nine out of a hur
lo the mines lnok
price of provisions, the quan

ity you can raise, the sun
market at your door, and st
iway from the nine

This was in 1853, with gole {
cilement both in Oregon and 1o the
north and to the south of the voung
lerritory

Another of Dryer's .
published the next year, was a
[ererunner of William Allen White's
famous "What's the NMalter with
editorial of the super-po-
litcal nineties when he advised
Kunsans to “raise more corn and
less  hell Dryer's concluding
paragraph of &n editorial on “hard
times" gave the readers this warn.
ing:

“We must work for a less sum
and work more hours — produce
nwre, purchase less and sell
muore, avold litigation and exercise
more economy, and the times will
not be hard for any length of
time."”’

Through the years the newspa-
pers of Oregon have published o
wealth of good ideas and suggest-
ions from their readers in the
variously titled department  of
Yletters to the editor.” This is by
ny means a new policy, Early in
its career the little Spectator call-
ed for contributions from the read.
crs. The response wias rewarding

editorials

Kinsas?

A faithful and valuable contributor
was Morton Matthew MeCarver —
who had already been a founder of
3urlington, Jowa, and was to help
found Linnton, now a part of Port-
land, and later Sacramento and
Tucoma

Every forward move for the de-
valgpment of this commonwealth
ind the home communities has
been promoted by an alert and en
ergelic press.

I the rotgh ploneer days pro-
motion of cultural development
wiis less evident than it has sinee
HTE

cultural hunger was more
satisfied with what few
books, magazines, and newspapers
the pioneers were able to bring
from the East, with an occasional
vepturesame dramatic or musical
voud show touring the Coast and

with “local talent'' productions and
sossions of literary and debating
cieties. Scarcity of space and of

sporters held down  this
cial reading=matter in the
s, Later the editors
hears : eultural  material
from the big eastern papers. Of re
cont years this field has been much
better cultivated, and readable
nt is accorded liter-
e, selence, and the arts in all
the papers that have the space
il the manpower

Scornful critics In a4 previous
generation used to quip that —any
Iwdy ean run a newspaper.” Edi
tors  would admit this, pointing
out, however, that “anybody”
could not run a good newspapet
Today, with higher newspaper
standards and with much higher
custs, not so many of the less
qualified ones are trying it

In the early days the obligation
to promote the finer things of life
wae less thoroughly realized by
editors than it is today, T. J. Dryer
of the Oregoninn, an editor well up
to the best pioneer standards, pub-

reaped

special treatm

lished a scornful review Ore-
gon's first book review, by the
way — of a book because it was

written by a woman author (Mar-
garet Jewett Bailey). “We seldom
read books of feminine production,”
the paper commented, believing
their (the females’) province to be
darning stockings, pap and gruel,
children, cook-stoves, and the
sundry little affairs that make life
comparatively comigriable.
This has all been changed for the
better. The modern attitude, para-
pharasing that famous old quota
tion, declares, "1 am a newspaper,
and therefore nothing human 18 a-
lier {0 me."

City-builders feel that the news-
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papers are among thelr strongest
supports in developing their com-
munities into places that people de-
liberately choose as their homes
The good newspaper help bring in
irdustries, promotes loeal physical
iriprovements, labors for the im-
provement of conditions affecting
pealth, education, culture, mor-
nle, and genernl welfare

The newspaper can'l
everything, but it does its best in
its news and editorial and feature
columns. The other day this writer
vt through one issue of about half
of Oregon's weekly papers, taken
at random, and found editorials
dealing with the following subjects
nd in many cases providing com
riunity leadership:

Conservation, tax problems, city
transit service, school problems,
unemployment compensation, cen
tennial beards, telephone service,
fisheries, power dams, cemetery
location, expanding local payrolls,
Columbia River Development
Corporation, regulation of special
ojections, county publicity, highway
imiprovement and financing, sup

"eovoer'

port for the Chumber of Com
merce, communily recrea-
tion, boost for the 4-H, promolion
if county health council, develop
ment of industrial sites, defense of
local shopkeeper

Only a few of the papers carried
no editorial comment, Regrettably,
most of the editors who usually by-
pass that job are quite capable
of stimulating thought in their com
munities,

If the power of the press were
nol so obvious, woilld there be so
miany publicity representatives
working for corporations that can
afford to hire them?

There are today 21 daily newspa-
pers and 100 weekly and semi
weekly newspapers in Oregon, The
combined cireulation of the dailies
iz over 604,000 coples per issue
and the weeklies go to over 200,000
subscribers each week., Families
which do not subseribe fo at least
une Newspaper are very rare

In the winter of 1862, the Colum
bia river froze over in several
pluces.
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