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Morrow County’s Part In Oregon’s First 100 Years

1000 years
a state

ago next Saturday Oregon became
and throughout our great state, obser-
vinees of all kinds are heing planned. Celebra-
tions are due, birthday parties are scheduled,
and special note is being made by organizations,
clubs and publications.

This newspaper fs not now planning a special

edition or section to commemorate this event
which should be observed by all native and
and transplanted Oregonians, but we are join

Ing in the

publishing

spirit of ""Oregon History" by today
m our state's birthday a little of the

lore and remembrance of a real "Old Timer" of
Morrow county. As Oregon remembers its history,
so should Morrow county, and to help recall those
old names, places and events, the Gazette-Times
today Is pleased to print this vear's poetic re.
membrances of the man we like to call, “Morrow
County's Poet Laureatt .qjt".".f'v.' Akers.

Mr Akers, who Is now 86 and for the past
several vears has been a resident of Aumsville,
in the Willamette valley, but for many years
a resident of Morrow eounty, has brought back

in thyme for us today a lot of this county's
historv, He does [t by naming names of many
persons that most of us still know, or remember.

In helping to ohserve our state's birthday, we

thoose to do it by looking at our own history
here in Morrow county—and the people who
made 1, or who are still helping to make It,
through the historiesl poetic rememberances of
Mr Akers.

Here 1s his work for 1959 and lts accompany-
ing letter;
Dear Sir:

Again T am sending you my annual verse
contribution. Please do what you llke with |t
[ entitled 1t “Pioneer” but about a third of It
is devoted to culoglzing the heroes of the Hepp-
ner flood, Matlock and Kelly, and the erection
of & monument In recognition of thelr herole
deed of informing those below of the on.coming
flood of June the 14th, 1903, This should have
been done while they were living. It should not
cost much and 1 believe Heppner, Lexington and
lone and those living along the creek would be
proud of the monument even tho' a little ashamed
that It wasn't erected sooner.

Contributions should be small, allowing a
great many to subseribe to it. A good place to
leave their donations would be at the G T office,
What do you say?

Slncerely,
sSpencer Akers,
Aumsville, Ore,

) PIONEER
By SPENCER AKERS
At eighty-six you find me here,
An oetogenarian ploneer,
With pen is hand and deep In the't,

Reviewing my life sinee a little tot.
Each year Uve writteén You some verse,
Sometimes U's hetter, sometimes it's worse
S0 just to pass the time away,
I write agaln on my birthday,
To let the ald folks of your town,

Know that I'm still s.tu'}clng around,
Many ploneers 1 note of late,
Have entered thru the [ld‘.lfl}'
still 1 see there are a few,
Old-timers left whom | well knew.
For Instance, Charlle Jones and wife,

Vhom 1 have known most all my lfe
And then again There's Charlie Vaughn,

A brother of old-timer John.
There's Doe MeMurdo whose ready knife,

Saved y an alling person’s life
There's Ealor Huston a real ploneer,

And Emma Jones, | see are here.
There's Lester and whom you all know,

Who came to Heppner long, long ago.
Millle when mng, | think about nine,

Was a sweet little girl and a pupll of mine
There's Roy Neill and Nora too,

Just to mention an old-time few.
And Louis Bisbee, a good old scout,

Who hasn't as yet been counted out
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His life-time partners, Earl and Len,
Are still with ug but you can’t tell when
I'he reaper with his seythe and hook,

Being one eight it ecould not endure.
There Walter Becket, Genle and Clive
From last re ports were still alive,

Osmin Hager

O M Yeager.
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Finding pasture with
Im;n. not alwavs in pass
There's Opal, Ona, Hazel and May
Frank S Parker and Walter Imr_t:.
These, and I could mention maore,
Who now are nearing [
That's numbered three
The hiblical number that
Each member of the hun .
Must Father Ti embrace
ghould vou reach bes the goal,
Consider voursell a lucky soul
There's Garnet Barrett, ex-judge you know,
Who 100Kk his seat some years ago
He climbed the ladder very fast,
Since yours truly saw him last
v Thompson just above your town,

Il= saw the flood go 1 imbling down.
But being on a little high
He wasn't numbered with the drowned.

There's Phillp Mahoney, Turner and Nys
Attorneys at law and very wise,
All three of them have worked for me,
Thelr work | truly can guarantee
Frank Turner, how would Heppner appear,
Without this progressive ploneer?
Just search and search and you'll never find,
A truer guy than David Hynd.
Like many an older ploneer,
His interest was in sheep, 1 hear.
And is, I think to the present day,
In Sand Hollow not far away
I must not forget my daughter Blanche,
Who was born In Heppner but raised on a
ranch.
She mfBved back to Heppner and Is there still;
In a neat little cottage up agalinst the hill,
These pioneers, I've mentloned here,
Have had & long and Interesting career,
could it all be written down
What an interesting book for Heppner town.
When Father Time calls, and he will no doubt,
Your history then will be blotted out.
I hope these names I've mentioned here,
Each representing a true ploneer,
Wil live on and on and will ever be,
Proudly handed down to posterity.
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The Heppner flood of nineteen three,
Still lngers in my memory,
The victims were many, and a few,
Were ploneers whom [ well knew
Ashbaugh's wife and children eight,
Here met their quick untimely fate
And doctor Vaughn and falthiful wife
Whom 1 had known most all my life
Two hundred plus were washed away,
On that sad and memorable day
Those heroes we remember well,
Who raced their foaming steéeds pellmell,

Ed

Down the vale In the raging storm,
To those below to spread the alarm,
Were called, 1 learn to meet the Lord,
And thus receive thelr just reward.

Bruce Kelly and Les Matlock by name,
Deservedly have received world fame.
Let's erect a monument you and 1,
To honor those heroes before we die,

And let the world know, althp' it be late,
That we slrcerely appreciate,
Their act of super-human speed,
In performing their thoughtful and Kindly
deed,
Of warning the people without fear,
Of the wall of water close In the rear
How well I remember, my [amily and I,
Were square the path of this deluge from
the sKY.
And had It not been for a Paul Revere
My family and I might not be here
And so 1 am offerihg a dollar bill
To start a fund which 1 hope soon will
Be sufficlent when vou and you,
Have given yvour buck, or maybe two
For a native stone "bout a ton In weight,
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Miss Humphreys with her wonder Ll[‘ugs_ We carve thelr names upon this rock
Is here to kill your inner bugs We'll place this stone upon a base,
There's many & ruddy ploneer, At an intersection or some place,
It's sale to say would not be here, Where all \\'h_u H,l]';'n_-n o pass th "." way
Was [t not for Lew's store, May not forget that frightful day,
A pharmacy since days u! yore. Of June the l4th, nineteen three,
A stiucture made of native stone; When Heppner was young and so were we.
In architecture it stands alone. I'll see you next year 1 hope ;.:1.1 80,
I'wis once a saloon to be sure; I'll sign off now and let you go.
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