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FROM THE HORSE AND BUGGY TO THE SPUTNIK. ...

Late In January of this vear, the Gazette-Times recelved the following poetie

aecounting of a man's life. . .

a man who was embarking on his 86th year. Most

of those many years were spent in Morrow county,

This editor felt that the author, Spencer Akers, now a resldent of Aumsville,
Oregon, in writing of his feelings of those years, and what he hoped for in the
future, had unknowingly and unintentionally provided us with a near-perfect
work for use on the 75th anniversary of the founding of the Gazette-Times. This
newspaper today observes jis Dlamond anniversary and we think it only right
that what little delving into the past we are doing this week, should be done by
a person who has seen this paper throughout practically all its life. His remem-

brances of the past are v

ivid as only can they be by a person who actually saw the

changes take place—not by a Johnny-.come-lately of the age of this editor who

would have to rely an heresay

for his Information. Most of his story was recorded

through the years in the pages of the Gazette or the Gazette-Times.

We extend our thanks to Mr Akers for his contribution to our very limited anni-
versary observanee this week, and untll now he does not know how, or even if, it
is to be used. The letter he wrote us when sending us the poetic history is also
a part of the story, and we preface hls writings with it:

Dear Sir:

I am enclosing some verse. Do as you like about publishing It. Belng of the nat.
ure that It is I could hardly make it shorter, It 1s, as you can see after reading
It, a picture of some of the things I have seen in this wonderful age of human
progress and my reaction to same. I just merely touched upon some of the high-
lights deplcting the scenes coming Intp view as 1 traveled along life's highway
leading up to my eighty-fifth birthday. 1 eould have made it twice as long and
then would not have told half of man's success In reading Mother Nature's secret
code relating to Increasing his standard of living, health and happiness,

If you will turn back the pages of the Gazette-Times 50 years or more when
your paper was known as the Heppner Gazette, you will notice some verse of
mine in large type covering half the front page, titled “The High Cost of Living",
In viewing the Oregonlan today, Jan 21st. Art Brisbane plctures the high cost of
living asleep In a tent on the pinnacle of a high mountain and John Q@ Public
trying to awaken him by calllng to his attention the business slump, unemploy-
ment drop, ete, It reminded me of that plece of poetry 1 wrote for the Gazette,
more than a generation and a half ago, when you couldl buy a pair of overalls for
50 cts and could get a good meal at the Farmers hotel in Heppner for 25 cts. 1
have a copy of the Gazette of that date which makes pretty interesting reading.

“Including my poetry” some might say.

Yours Truly, —

2—

Today, those figures appear on the front page
of the Gazette-Times and they mean that with
this issue this newspaper s celebrating the 75th
anniversary of its founding.

We're not making much of & commotion about
it, but we are just a little bit proud to be one of
the few newspapers in Oregon to reach such a ripe
old age, and if we reminisce & little we hope our
readers will forgive us.

The old Heppner Weekly Gazette was, as far as
we can determine, the first newspaper published
in Heppner. Our records are very incomplete due

to the loss of old files during one of the big fires
to play a part in the town's early history, but it
appears that the Gazete was established by Otls
| Patterson on March 30, 1883 and has been pub-
lished continuously since under that name, or a
combination of names resulting from the consoli-
dation of subsequent publications with the Ga-
zette. The discrepancy between the March 30 date
and the date of this week's paper comes from the
vagaries of our calendar which runs in a few extra
days now and then. A weekly newspaper pub-
lishes 52 issues a year numbering each one from
1 to 52, then starting over. Last week we pub-
lished the 52nd issue of our 7dth year with the
result that today we celebrate our 75th birth-
day—even if it is a few days ahead of schedule.
A lot of changes have taken place in those 75
years, and elsewhere on this page Is the story of
those changes told by a man who personally
witnessed most of them.

In the newspaper fleld, the Gazette-Times has
outlived quite a few other publications that once
were a part of Morrow county, The Heppner Times,
which was established here in 1897, lived for
nearly 15 years before it was consolidated with
the Gazette to forma the name combination this
paper still carries, Along the way too, was the
Heppner Harald, but it dropped from sight in the
early part of the century. Ione also boasted a
paper at one time, and though we have never seen
a copy, we understand that Lexington had its
own in years past. There may have been others,
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|being able to hold

March '3'_ lBS? lowed Increases to

o0, that we don't know about. .
: ';'oda‘\". the Gazette-Times Is the third oldeiat.
weekly newspaper to be published {.‘ullli[‘lum’:i:'i ¥y
since its founding in all of Eastern Oyegon‘ (te
éraml-laddr of all Oregon weeklles Is our nex
door neig}*‘hor The Blue Mountain Eagle at .Lu;}g
' me | ing in 1868, There are '
v. It come into being in 186 :
E{:!:‘eﬂkl!;s in the whu]eastnw. with longer “hiskli
ers than ours and we rank 21st in age among a
ﬁc:“-spapors, dafly and weekly, published in Ore-
gon.
y : ince the first
A lot of ink has been spilled s
Gazette came off the press and those subsequent

pages have related some of the most important

events In all history—
mi?:lt'riun;: about a small-town newspaper, la
Midwestern small-town editor recently c.ommen .
ed when called to task by a reader '}whu com-
plained that his paper merely carries t_oal_rpa;ny
ads” or “all that stuff about Mrs Jones visiting

with Mrs Smith last Saturday:

« . And Yet somehow that small town news- |

paper carries the entire life of its rl_munun!l_v
when serlous reflection Is employed. L1ttleh;‘:llss
Nancy Smith was born at the huspltz:l m}tl we ;:'h-
ed 8 pounds 2% ounces. Little Nancy Smith en-

tered kindergarten this week. Nancy Smith scored

4 ints in the basketball game Tuesday night.
.lfla;}t?;'n;n:ith. the daughter of Mr and Mrs Joe
Smith was married Sunday to Billy Jones, A snrt.
John Jones was born to Mr and Mrs Billy Jones.
Time passes—Mr and Mrs Billy Jones ceIehrgte(!
their 50th anniversary on Thursday ewning——.n}ti
services for Mrs Billy Jones were held Monday at

rch.
thﬁsg)mt%lerimilt is—a slowly developing, nothing
sensational story—repeated week in and week
put. It's the story of small towns everywhere.

“No news—just the story of life."

That's what the Gazette-Times has tried 1o
tell during the past 75 years—the s(urylnr life
in Heppner and Morrow county. And, that's what
we hope to do in the years ahead.

THIRTY YEARS AGO| From T

From the files of the
Gazette Times
March 15, 1928 |

urday evening, Mr and Mrs An-
derson, Mr and Mrs ] O Hager,
and Dr and Mrs F E Farrior be
Ing hosts and hostesses,

Mr and Mrs Chas Cox, Mr and Growers

,-[ County

fation and representatives of the_lhin;{

various farm organizations of the
(county, some of the projects and .. qared about some of the act-
programs of the Oregon Wheat
League were outlined
Mrs H A Cohn and Dr and Mrs @nd explained. Of concern to
A H Johnston entertained Tues: Wheat growers In this area now is
day evenlng at the Johnston the removal of white wheat from | ccoefation
home. Bridge was the diversion the Public Law 480 program. AS iy

Agent’s Office

By N. C. Anderson

A progressive dinner party was| At a recent meeting of the ex- officials are concerned now that
fEB.lUIEd at the thL’ of Mr Hndliucuti\-e committee of the Morraow these p(]“.'n”il] users cannot ob-
Mrs Gay M Anderson on Sat. County Wheat Growers Assoc-

tain their needs. Recently the
league has been assured some-
will be done on this.

Those wheat growers who have

ual accomplishments of the leag-
ue will be interested in a recent
report made by the Pacific North-
west Grain and Grain products
which Is sponsored
segments  of the

virious

the events of you and :,'ourI

down the ay.
28.18%. This
one item alone has pald the

|wheat man many memberships

In his local and state assoclation

Pruning and grafting demon.
strations have definitely been
scheduled for Friday, March 21
There will be one in the morhing
and one in the afternoon in m{j
ferent sections of the county.
Specific places where these rli.-n;-
onstrations will be held have not
yet been scheduled walting
hear from persons who might
like to have one at their place,
C O Rawlings, horticultural spec.
falist, Oregon State college wil
assist with the demonstratione

to

Recently the state board of ag.
riculture at one of thelr meetinps
discussed integrated farming ip.
cluding contracting. Robert J
Steward, state director of agr|
culture told the group that the
day is here when Oregon farm.
ers should know their market in
advance of production plaps,
This will help gear their Oper-
ations to provide g quality pro.
duct that will command high
consymer acceptance. Board
members who represent all areas
of the state and most Segmenty
of agriculture noticed that in
general those enterprises operat.
ing on an integrated basis tend
to have greater economic sta.
bhility. They peint out that while
farmers who contract may lose
some freedom of choice in pro.
duction and marketing decisiony
some have gained greater peeq.
nomic security by having an as.
sured market for what they pro.
duce, It is impossible to pick up
a farm paper any more with.
out seeing reports on vertical in.
tegration and its rapld spread
from area to area and from com.
maodity to commodity. With a.

(Continued on Page 5)

STAR
THEATER

Thurs, Fri, Sat, March 13, 14, 15

April Love

Pat Boone, Shirley Jones, De
lores Michaels,

-

Sun, Mon, March 16, 17

The Hunchback of

of the evening with 60 guests @ result, white wheat exports (o... industry Including grow-
How do | feel at elghty.five? The nation's scientitic fleld, present, ih_""’l‘-' "'"'“'“‘II up ‘“'"rff‘if:f;mm-" Al;!r.-rs. dealers, millers, country and Notre Dame
I feel that still 'm much alive Which for so leng has been concealed, ||f"“‘? ,U?L;'r D 1 “"j“ _SFm”j rltvrmlrml elevators, to which the | Gina Lollobrigida, Anthony
And with my automobile I ride, Is upening up throughout the nation, Quite a bit of snow fell over the ll hd,-\v jeen nlndfl"t)} t;)i' (’_‘I‘-fb %%l league makes a substantial con- Quinn. Sunday, at 4, 6 and 8
With Rose, my wife, close by my side, Revealing results of education, Hardman country and reached :';‘ ::;:i':ﬁﬂ:o Whrt‘l: {L“:idz::}i;lf‘; tribution. Since 1952 Pacille L, .._.;1. A
o s v - ” ] o A . i ‘hes y rare ave e ar R
Down the pleasant life's highway, Contentment we note is mankinds goal, down as far.as Rhea Creek Tues amount of league money having Northwest wheat growers have ues, Wed, <

day night. saved nearly $5,000,000 in the

been spent in the Far East to cost of shipping their crops to
develop markets of white wheat, |;;2rket below what the freight

N ~ " |bill would have been if railroads
son, Clarence Hayes, Gerald Sloc: |had been allowed to put in all
um, Howard Evans, Terrell{of the rate increases they have
Benge, Stephen Thompson, Val. |asked for. Increases requested by
oice Bramer, Onez Parker, Har-|carrlers since 1951 have amounted

Including how to save his soul.
We wonder when turning the atomic leaf,

If joy Is meant for the world or grlef.
A manlac If given the power,

Can, In minutes or possibly an hour,
Turn this planet upsidedown,

Bringing havov to every city and town,

A Man Called Peter

Richard Todd, Jean Peters.

Tuesday night is Lexington
night and Wednesday s
Church street, Heppner night.
Register for free ticket. See our

Just lke I did in a former day
[Phose dusty roads of long ago,
Weren't like the present roads you know;
And Dobbin with his falthful mate,
They only had a five-mile galt
And ruts and rocks along the way,
Obstructed my journey in that day,

The "H" club members very
ably entertained the other stud-
ents at Heppner high school Fri-
day, March 9, with a pantomime
of “The Shooting of Dan Me.
Grew.” Those taking part were

In thinking about that ancient time,
Induced me to write this rhythm and rhyme.
Those horse and buggy days to me,
Were filled with joy, mirth and glee.
But no betler days than they are now,
When to my eighty-sixth vear I bow,
An oelogendrian guy vou know,
Must use some sense and take it slow,
Let others puss you if they muat,
Just stay behilnd and take their dust.
They soon perhaps will run out of gas,
You then can toot vour horn and pass,
I'll take It slowly so that 1,
Can view the scenes as [ pass by
The new horlzons coming Into view,
Is ever making the scenery new,
All this has eaught my seanning eye,
As one by one they pass me hy:
The old millstone In time gave way,
To the rolling mills of the present day.
The horse and buggy we use to see,
Progress took from you and me.
And gave Instend the sutomobile,
Which proved to be a goodly deal.
The alrplane too, soon hove In sight,
Manned by brothers whosé name was Wright.
This novel thing has eome to he,
A means of traffic o'er land and sea.
I search the past a little deoper,
And see the great McCormick reaper.
And then the binder and combine,
Which quickly came along In line,
And greatly cased the fatmers load,
In harvesting the fields he sowed
The sulphu drug and penicillin,
Has come along to kill the villaln—
The deadly microsoopic hugs
We're thunkful for those wonder drugs
There's many blessings that 1 find
Which came along to helpy mankind.
From n new material called cellophane,
To the deisel engine that plills a train,
Sclence has made it possible for man,

To greatly lengthen his own life's span,
He's greatly shortened his hours of toll,
Tho he be a man who tllls the s011,

Or a unlon man who works in a shop,

Or a miner, clerk or a common bell-hop.
All these things and very much more
Were ushered in since days of yore

And now we turn another page,
Which brings us to the atomic age.
All those changes from the past,
Makes ong marvel and stand aghast.
But the atomic age as it unfolds,
Is much more wonderous to hehold.
The atomic age, what does it mean,
Which came so quickly upon the scene?
Does it mean that you and I,
By letting some ruthless Russian spy
Steal our secrets and get control,
Thereby reaching their alm or goal
Of making slaves of you and me,
By bombing this nation from sea to sea?
Or does it mean that all are bound
To journey on to higher ground,
And strive for peace for all we're worth,
And make a heaven here on eurth?

The Russian satellite T must mention,
Which now is having the world's attention,
Sputnik one surprised the world,
As round and round the earth it whirled.

But Sputnik two with Laika inside,
And foreed to take that long, long ride,
Has caused Uncle Sam to prick up his ears,
And greatly enhance his growing fears,
It makes one wonder if Sputnik three
Might be intended for you and me,
And wing along like a great big stork,
And drop its bundle upon New York,
Uncle Sam scringes and trembles In fear,
That its real destination might be right here,
I'm hoping that Iven the great big bear,
Won't suddenly come from his secret lair,
And launch a deadly satellite,
Intended to start a third world fight.
This very thing the Russians could do,
If the evidence we have is really true
All these changes have come about,
Sinee I, the writer started out,
In '73 on life's highway,
In the tall.corn state of old lowa,
And came to Oregon in eighty-seven,
A place some folks call Little-Heaven,
Altho I'm pretty short on wealth,
I'm rich in happiness and health.
Too many times have 1 been told,
At the rainbow’s end there's a pot of gold.
And all you'll have to do they'd say,
Is plek 1t up and pack it away,
On paylng a fee and hastening there,
I'd find 1t had vanished into thin alr,
It seemed those games of get-rich quick,
For me were very hard to lck.
I've found that he who lives for gain,
His life Is shortened In the main.
I'm thankful that I never sold,
My lease on llfe for a pot of gold.
To be contented and shun all fears,
Has been my motto In later years
Twill cure your uleers and you'll feel better,
If you'll follow this motto to the letter.
Too many times I've been led astray,
Which made It hard to get on my way.
Even tho you go slow or a little faster,
Sume of the roads will lead to disaster
S0 one must ever be on the alert,
And shun tricky roads and avold getting hurt.
So 1 take the road that looks the best,
Tho it leads north, south, east or west,
And if the road proves to be O.K.
I make good time along the way.
Mills and valleys must come and go
While riding fast or going slow.
The Bible says the life of men,
Is set at three-score.yvears and ten.
Those fifteen years I had to borrow,
To make me eighty-five tomorrow.
A lucky guy 1 happen to be,
To be a long limb on my family tree,
S0 this Is my prayer that you and ],
WIIl witness world peace before 1 die.

Spencer Akers,
Aumsville, Oregon

Fletcher Walker, Henry Robert-

old Gentry and Homer Hayes.

to 50129 with this assaciation

monthly program for details.
]

Just out! New, wide and handsome |

NEW CHEVROLET FLEETSIDE PICKUPS

They're as brawny as they are beautiful—three
new Fleetside pickups with the power and cargo
capacity to tame tough jobs and look good
doing it!

The new Fleetside reports in with more load space
than you'll find in any other low-priced pickup in its

FULLETON

MAY & MAIN

PHONE £.982

weight class! Two body sizes arc offerad—78" and 98"
long-both a full 6 feet wide. And you cet the best
remedy for overhead worry that's ever been built—
Chevy's hustling Thriftmaster 6 engine. Your dealer
will fill in the facts, or details about any new Chev-
rolet models, including America's lowest priced

poptlar pickup! .

mEI]'}y Stvling that eatches
W e eyve and calls at-

tention to your business name!
Extra - big capacity!

DIERY
4 New Fleetside bodies
are wider, longer and deeper!

CHEVROLET COMPANY

HEPPNER, OREGON




