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USINESS”

By C. WILSON HARDER

England saw American aid con-
tinuation leading to embarassing
situations. Thus slogan ““Trade,

controlied nation without least
idea of free trade.
8 =

In current tariff wrecking drive
Administration is supported not
only by England, but also by a
few big steel, motor and rubber
firms in U. 8. with plants all over
world who would like to flood
U. S. with products of these
plants made by near slave labor

L I L]

It Is impossible to predict bai-
tle's outcome. Administration
seeks exiension of Reciprocal
Trade act glylng Administration
power to slash protective tariffs.
This contradicts Section 8, Ar-
ticle 1 of U. 8. Constitution
specifically stipulating it is ex-
clusive duty of Congress {o es-
tablish tariffs.

. o

About 20 years ngo Congress
threw away this Constitutional
power. Since then both foods Im-
poris and U. S. farm surpluses
have increased

.

This is not a parlisan fght.
Many in both parties even gues-
tion legality of Congress signing
away its stipulated Constitutional
powers; some even feel Con-
gressmen who have veoted for
Reciprocal Trade act violated

oath to uphald Constitution.
LI L

This is a moot technical point
but a three-administration ex-
perience with Reciprocal Trade
Acts proves following point.

'

The more than 500 members
of Congress, in close contact with
their local economlies, are beiter
equipped fo withstand Briiish
salesmanship than small Admin-
istration group whose chief ad-
visors are State Department "'ex-
perts” far more familiar with
economy of Bengazi, Libya than
that of Dubuque, lowa.

used In estimates by the depart [useful if handled properly, These | tax commission to take the |‘JI£m3Ii

1959, To increase

I tion in July,
more than

taxes on Incomes of
$7.000 a year
LOBBYISTS “THIRD HOUSE"

At the end of the second week
of the 48th Oregon Legislature
there were 84 lohbyists registered
| by their organization. In anotheér
| week there will be more lobby
| ists than legislators.

will not be here this session 1o
conduct the *Third House' ex
travaganza, as he has done for
many years, He may [eave his
| Eagle Creek home long enough to
come to the Capitol to tune
things up a§ they should be

Estes Snedecor has been brand-
ed to do the “Third House" bur-
lesque this year, He first saw the
|funny side of the legislature
whien as a lad his father brough
| him to the old Capitol. That was
when dad was a prominent legis-
lator in 1933.
| AT IT AGAIN

The hiannual railroad freight
rate freeze bill is again making
its appearance before the Oregon
State Legisiature. This has been
a constant program of the trucks
and barges for a long time. Much
valuable time, at the expense of
the state, has been consumed
every two years by a privileged
| group of transportation agencies.
| These agencies altempt to pass
| laws affecting their competitors,
[the railroads, which would cause
them to charge a greater amount
for their services. By freezing the
| minimum intrastate rates of the

Roy Meyers, dean of labbyists| °

1ra!!rrn;1t'1:: at high levels, the
irucks and barges would be able
tp cut in and, thereby, take busi-

ness away from the railroads.
These truck anc harge people say
t the only thing they are try-

ne to do is have the Publie Uti-
;;t.u'@. Commissioner of the state
of Oregon make these rates. But
the fact that when the rail-
roads attempt to make reductions
freight rates they are subject
[to long delays, some lasting as
long as two years. The above
the experience that the ship.
< and railroads are experienc-
ing in interstate commerce at the
| present moment, The Interstate
Commerce Commission has mini-
mum rate control for both inter.
state and intrastale movements
of railroad freight. Any further
purdens on the shippers and rail-
| roads would eventually dry up
! the business of the railroads and
[the government would be taking
the traffic away from the rail-
roads and glving it to the trucks
on the highway.

Our government has been built
lupon free enterprise and the
right to compele. That means,
simply, that no transportation
agency should prosper at the ex.
pense of its competitor. Minimum
rate control means higher rates
to the shippers. It is about time
that covernment got out of busi-
| ness.

Senator  Lowell Steen from
Umatilla County is spearheading
this bill for the trucks and bar-
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