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“A Wall Of Water Pouring_Over The Railroad Tracks-"

Two Horseback '
Riders Met By
Lexington Man

By N. A. Leach, Portland

As a boy of seventeen 1 moved
with my  parents to  Morrow
County tthen Umatilla County)
in March 1884 We settled on a
hunch grass farm of 320 acres in
Blackhorse Canyvon I attendedd
sehonl and worked at the carpen
ter business for a number af veurs
and in 1893 I entered the mer
gantile business with my brother
in-law, K. A. Nichols. 1 also
hought  wheat on the Heppner
hranch for Kerr Gitford & Co., Port
land exporters. In 1903 1 was of
fercdd a Job as manager of the
warehouse and county  agents,
with  headguarters ot Walla
Walla

All of ourt househdld  eflects
were shipped to Walla Walla
train, and on Sunday, June 14
1903, we were visiting with rela
ties at Lexinglon, who dived on
the west side of Willow  Creek
near the railroad tracks

[t was a hot and sultry day. so
in the late afternoon 1 decided to
oo putside to get some [resh alr
(i leaving the house T heard a
terrible roaring  sound  coming
from the direction of Heppner, 1
had never heard anything like it
before, so [ ran up onthe railroad
track whete T had a straight view
up the ereek for about two miles

From this point I could see o
wall of water pouting over the
railroad tracks, Nothing like this
had ever |'|-|'|I]-l"-l'|! hefore, to my
knowledge, so 1 knew we were in
for trouble 1018 ol it |
rushed back to the house and
guceeeded In getting my family
and friends out and on the high
rallroad erade that [rasses
through this part of town

By this time the water had he
gun to back up behind the rall
road  bridge that crosses the
creek at the south end of town,
It was only a few minutes until
the welght of the water snapped
every plling in the
came the rushing w

Our Tittle party passed on up
the track and gnto higher ground

4

Just as we reached this point

Fe dnd on

someone said, “Hore comes two
men on horsebick,”

It was Les Matlock and
Kelley on thelr famou
wanted to know how
been sinee the water passed, and
I recall it, | told them about fif
teen minutes, 'i:w_-_ immediately
left for the Reaney place helow
town, as one of thelr horses wis
about fagged out,

It was about 1:00 in the morn
ing before | could cross the creek
on the rails and a few ties of all
that was left of the railroad
bridee at the lower end of town

We had constructed a barbed|yp We sent three or four bodies) gy

wire telephone line from our storeé hack to Lexington, but by 10:00 The CIOUd Overhead waS

to the J. W. Beckett farm in the in the forenoon, the road leading

Eightmile d¢ountry [ touk our 1o Heppner was lined with horse "

telephone and some dry batteries, drawn vehieles of every Kind and AS BIaCk As A S*ove

Hooked |t up 1o the wire [ence ps ntion Most of them had

and talked to Mr. Beckett at the ivaling all ni Monday Flood Experiences as Remember- | of (lay

other end of our line. There was was a terrible about 100 ag by Mrs. Belle LeFort. ; Al like twa-thirids

a similar telephone line from the jn the shade, so w il to ask

Beckett far to Heppner and he some of these |

1old me that he had just been gnd tike two ort

talking to someone at Heppner them to Hej

and was told that they estimated gg thers

about 500 peaple had lost their the boys o

lives in the flood one hi Heed to would volunteoer
At a very early hour Monday Now, in my farty wis a Seoteh : TS - . Witk 2 iy

HEPFPNER AS IT LOOKS TODAY, 50 years after the great {lood "took the center cut of Pionear Memerial Hospital which is now located on the point of the hill at the
town. This picture was taken about four years age and shows how the years right center of the picture. The years have a way of changing the face of any
Rave healed all the scars of that tragic June 14, 1903, Careful inspection of this town, and only a picture taken today. could be strictly up to date. Bul. in general,
photo will show some of the latest additions to the lown missing among them the this is Heppner in 1953,

morming, we met at the town hall -
in' Lexington and organized a re- | _ .
lief party I was elected captalt I » 7 5} pair ol I _I . rd | . “.I-:. : board .y A 3

of the party and given a horse to wire cutters _i-II: told Him to Eo g .- . 4 o = Ve | cleaned and sahed them 4

ride, s0 we immediately started|out
out Bjt tha cteek ) [ SATIRE SR s s . i) it <se enehl DUt them in caske anil
By that time the water had all|back, such a ok or &p y ] :

nagsed by and only a small wagon. No one wanted to drive; @ees o0 T B0 T i { funa orvices. Tt wns davs

| v 4 Hin atds g i 1 |
rive K , i ov had rel: ¢ I | y
Creex 1 iying tha i red I AL 57 et Sate

stream in the bed of the

remained. About a half a mile or irienas in i .
above town we p ked up the they had nothing to cove | ! 1 i iy e e _I e e
remains of Mrs. Robert Hynd and bodies with or nothing to put salling Hke ships down SEinje ot el jon Jones w

a short distance farther, a boy by under then e . Rl pl Nt 0 be Sroiahl

the name of Roberts—probably I .
about sixteen vears old 1 do not' ders. Yoo must take themn | .I W 7 I' \ { .‘ Lk R
recall at this time who the others hey did re vou It was 24 : ' g ot el W Most. e house h
were, but most of 1he
known to members

At that time women wore : . us
long hair. Other. way. Our part) nd practically § | the water v t of g

UL pariy. Wis Vil i BN RCaUIAG e FHEA e e |the I. teBk. oasy tarirots f thi which stood on Chase slreet a few lots south of the comner of May streel, This picture has been
Righ- | to b Cone AR LUCTe WOk 110 QLAeL btk amid 44 AR el I N Ll TRk st i Toln i o used many times by newspapers and magazines to illustrate articles on the flood. What net too
: X many persons, except those who lived here prior to 1903, know Is that the upper story of this house,
the cupola, and considerably remodeled. slill stands on Chase street and has been sheltering
for most of the 50 years since the flood. We wonder how many of the present residents of
Iocate it without help from some old-timer. 11 is also reported that there was once a very

rd room in the upper [loor of this house,

top shoes and
wise there was no clotig ,
anv kind on the hodies we pliecked SO 1Al I Know f Yo

minus
tam
l il Hepr
il] of tl undrymar popular

'|”r.‘ -.]I . -. g 1 " - | ) | III_ el I - i .". 1 | (P S —— SIGSBEE STORY

|
From the Oregonian, June |

16, 1803,

SUPPL'ES Go L grin ont i free o ne
FREE
Superintendent J. P. O'- NG Fartunate
Brien of the O. R. & N.. last | 1ree, lor many Wer rooted by
night Issued the following { the heavy .
notice: The flood
The Oreqon Railroad &
Navigation Company will | 1O Pl
handle and carry all supplies | he ranch of her parents, Mr, and
sont to the Heppner flood : i MeCart)
sufferers lree of charge. : I '-‘I ‘:"‘ following ye he ma
By order of Superintendent, | | ''"" M- SIERDEE WAO was il the

0. R. & N. Co process of buying Mike Gallo
« B g wiy's studi at the time of the

flood. Both of the men took many

- - pletures of the floopd

WRECKAGE WAS SCATTERED as far as the cameras eye could see.
This is looking northwest and was taken from somewhere in the [lexington and about twenty a rall

vicinity of Main and Baltimore streets.




