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THE MATLOCK STO

RY-

“We Did Nothing

That Somebody Else

Couldn’t Have Done”’

As

H_o recording of the events
during the time of the Heppner
fleod would be complete without
Leslie Matlock’s own story of the
heppenings on that Sunday and
of the well-known ride that he
and Bruce Kelley made down
Willow creek to warn the res-
dents of Lexington and Ione of
the water,

Numerous writers, some of them
quite well knewn, have told and
retold the story many times and
Matlock tells it again here, It
took persuasion to get him to
give it, for he has indicated on
more than one occasion that all
the publicity is rather embar-
rassing. He strongly emphasizes
that "We weren't trying te do
anything smart, and we did noth-
ing that somebody else couldn't
and wouldn't have done under
the same circumstances,” He and
Kelley just happened to think of
it first.

old to Mrs

Tom Wilson

A matter of minutes of a4 twist
ol clretimstances meant the dif-
ference of life or death to the in
habitants of Heppner when the
tragie food swamped the town

cutters at Gilliam and Bisbee's
and I'll get some horses at the
livery stable”

Orve Rasmus helped me hreak
in to get the wooden handled
pruning shears we found and then
we took off over the hill behind

the bank, cutting fences where
necessary, Kelley got his own
horse but in the haste and ex-

citement grabbed for me someone
else's horse which 1 changed at
the Frank Rainev place a mile
or two below Lexington. We did.
n't tilk much; except to call war-
nings at homes along the way
The Tlood water had already beat
us to Lexington, but we felt we
could make It to lone before the
water hit there. No one guestion-
ed our story and everyone along
the way hurried to higher ground

Though the flood water had
subsided by the time it reached
Ione, after the arrival of Kelley
and Matlock, the townspeople
showeql their gatitude to the two
young men by presenting each
of them with a gold-headed cane
inscribed ‘Presented by the people

of lone in grateful remembrance |

ol heroie ride during flood at Hep-
pner June 14, 1993." This is still

LESLIE L, MATLOCK as hé looks today at 79 years of age. He and
Bruce Kelley, were widely wcclaimed at the Paul Reveres of Oregon
for their horsebuck rids to Lexingten and lone to warn residents
there that the flood was on its way down the creek. 3hown in the
picture is the inseribed cane given to Matleck by the residents of

lone in appreciation fcr his etforts. (GT Photo)
Sunday alternoon [Ifty vears ago, a proud possession of Mr. Mat.
according ta Leslie L. Muatlock,  lock
who with his friend, Bruce Kelley After remaining at lone  for
rode their horses over the hills part of the night, Kelley, Matlock
to Lexington and lone haping to Boert Mason and others rode back
avert further loss of life that|g, Heppner, arriving about day-
Happen there Hght. Amid the destruction and

In' the afternoon, Matlock re- desolation they learned that the
called that he returned to his| worst had happened and those
room al ithe Palace hotel after|who were left joined in recover-
having dinner with Dr. MeSword | ing bodies.
at the home of his uncle, T. J ‘My friends. John Ayers and
Matloek., After a call 1o the Abe Dr _\il'.“'-lih"il ran out of ‘””, Con-
Wells home, Dr. McSword and

John Ayers later went to the Geo
rge Conser home; which circum
stance marked their fate

Matlock dozed off in the murky

ser home when the water struck
and were drowned. My, and Mrs,
Conser themselves ran upstairs,
which their lives, as the
house remalned intact ag it was

saved

extréeme heat and was later a- | swept downstream to the Meth-
wakened by claps of thunder. odist church with a seetion of
l.'fllll;j tHrouelt the hall he re. sidewalk through " Matloeck
assured the worried waltresses | said

that the storm would be harmless

Among other victims was Mr.

and went out on the street where | nuflock's unele, J. W Matlock,
he stood with A4 YOung Cigar- who was pulled from an upstairs
maker watching the rain poreh along with his son: Lee.

“‘Moments later we saw women
running for the hill, so we called

The young man had thrown off
his coat and managed to get to

to the men In Swaggert's Sal- safely after trying unsuccessfully
oon, now Bucknum's, and all fled | to rescue his father
through the storm to the hillside|  Mosi of the Abe Wells family,
walching the destruction in hor- 146, were drowned when the wa-
ror.” ter tore their house apart, The
“Bruce Kelley sald to me | body of Mr, Hanby. on whose
Miatlock recalled, “"Evervone on|farm the flood struck, about 7
this creek will be drowned." T|miles up Balm fork, was found
replied that “If we get some at the edge of Gale street
horges we can beat it down the People from  some distances
creek.” The idea took hold and|observed the flood cloud that day
Kelley said, "You get some wireMatlock said, A fellow named

- -

I:!EPP.‘\'R DEPOT in the lower

~

end of town was unhurt by th

waters, though it was well surrounded by debris after the flood

receeded. The building still sta

nds and is still being used for the

game purpose, though remodeling has changed its appearance

slightly.
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REPRODUCED HERE s most of the front page of one of the {irst edi.

tions of the Heppner Times to give a fairly complete list of the
names of the dead, missing and injured. Though the dateline says
Thursday, June 17, 1903, it apparently was in error, as June 17
would have fallen on Wednesday. Listed were 129 dead, 44 miss-
ing and 14 injured, one of whom it was reported had “died last
night,” According to the most accurate reports, the final death toll
tose to 251 persons. The ads, parts of which show in the cut, tell
of “Vapor, Hot Air and Steam Baths . . . absolutely necessary for
perfect health. The Buckeye Folding Vapor Bath Cabinets . . . the
only perfect bath cabinets made.” They were available at the
Slocum Drug Co. Other businesses were also represented. This
copy of the paper. which was photographed for reproduction, is the
property of Gene Noble, and is kept in safety at the courthouse.
The Gazette Times has no files prior to 1918, all of them having
been lost in the fire of that year,




