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WHAT HAPPENED BETORD

Simon Judd amateur detective. and
Wikliam Dart, an undertaker, visit John
Drane. an eccentric man of wealth, at
the Drane place. Suddenly John Drane
ig murdered, and Dr. Bleasington, after
examining the body, makes the astound-
ing revelstion to Amy Drane Lhat her
"uncle” iF a woman and not 0 man

All the servants in the household are
gickly, and It ian revealed that John
Drane never discharged a servant for
ill heaith. Dick Brenoan, detective ar-
rives at the bouse and makes thorough
investigations. Simon Judd tells him
the story of the notual John Drane with
he (Judd) was acquainted in Riv-
Judd proposes 10 Brennan that
partnors” with Brennan in the
af the crime. Brennan nccepls
Judd declarss that Amy i5 not
Drane's niece or any relative of
Mrs Vincent, housekeeper, tells
Brennan that Drane picked his servants

among the chronic patients at the
spital.  Dr. Blessingto nls nsked if he
had ever noticed any special change In
Drane

Dr. Blessington has but little Informna-
tion to give. The talk veers to Drane's
employment of chronle invalida and
myddenly Judd astonishes the doctor by
asking when "Diane murdered the first
of thoss hired hands of his™™

NOW G0 ON WITH THE STORY

That Dr
amazed and genuinely shocked by
this brazen question discharged at
him by Simon Judd
mildly. He glared at the fat Jowan
and when he tried to spesk he
ecould only sputter. Brennan him-
self looked at Simon Judd with
smiling curfosity. but as Judd's pos-
sible thought suggested itself to him
he straightened with a perceptible
jerk.

"Murdered!” sputtered the doctor.
“T take exception to that word, sir!
1—1I demand that you explain—"

“Well, black my cuts!"™ Simon
Judd sald good naturedly. “You
don't have to go flyin' off the han-
dle at me, doc. I ain't said you
murdersed anybody. It just sort of
struck me that maybe this dead
lady had been doin' some. I don®t
know but what—If T was a fomale
person tryin' to let on to be a male
mun, and if I had all-fired big rea-
sons for keepin' it dark—I would
sort of like to get rid of any nosey
hired help that got & notion I was
n't what I let on to be. Seems res-
sonable to me, some ways. I ain't
sayin' you had anything to do with
it, doc. Don't think you had, my-
self. You ain't that sort.”

“Why — why Dr. Bleasington
stammered, still too angry to have
control of himself,

Blessington was utterly

i= putting it]ot

the fool 1

w nothin® much. You bet-
't It Brennan, Go on and
more of the help about
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"
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“I never forget anything, Judd"
Brennnn sald, but he did continue,
as his next step, the questioning of
thp servants. The loeal reporters
had by this time had word of the
murder sand began to arrive, and
Hrennan referred the first to Dr.
Blessington and the officers upstairs

and told Norbert to send any others
to Dr. Bleszington. To have privacy
for his further questionings he went
into the library and had the serv-

ants sent to him there,

From the servants, however, he
wine able to draw nolhing new. With
Simon Judd's murder suggestion in
mind he dug a little more into that
phase of the life in the Drane home.
Norbert that he had succeed-
ed a houseman who had died, and
] nggie Maney admitted
come while her pred-
| lay dead above stairs,
Insisted she had known the
s ook and that she had al-
ways been sickly and weakly, The
had followed servants who
to other pogitions, or had
it 1o sanitariums by John
when they became too |l to

sl

Dirans
work.
To get Ma

gZgie to say this intelli-
gently wne not easy for she had
been drinking and as Brennan's
guestioning proceeded she was al-
ternately ungry—shouting her an-
gwers ail the top of her voice—and

maudl tearful, her huge bedy
shaken by rither ridiculuos sobs,
She boecnme %o hysterical finally

that Brennun told her he would not
bother her more then, for It was
plain she was an apoplectic and he
wis ufrald she might break a blood
vessel If she carried on any worse
But ghe would not go.

All Erennuen had managed to get
from her were assertions that John

Brane, "poor woman that she was"
hed been s “heavenly angel, God
rest him” apd that a poor woman
had a right to a “swaller” of drink
when her heart was broke, and that
she could tear the hair from the
heads of “them that came sneakin'

an ‘snoopin
car-ack-ters"”

‘All right, then, Maggie,” Bren-
nan told the excited cook, “we won't

tryin to blacken folk's

JLLUSTRATIONS BY KE.WATSON

with exnggerated carelessness. “Just | ther explanation

ever mind, Blessington,” Bren- |sneak and snoop any more. You
nan sald socthingly Oud friend back to the kitchen and take it
here |5 a new hand at this business. and don't let it worry you.

He only thought he had found|An

something Interesting. Don't fet it {you?"

worry you. Stop as you go out, if | The cook flured up agein.

you want to talk it over; it's proba-| “Tll not have him bulldozed by

bly unimportant™ !ta‘u- likes of you.” she shouted. "“All
But when the doctor had entered [shame to you, #tirvin' up strife in

just send the chouffeur in, will

the house Brennan did not sct as|th’ house, Go on about your busi
If he thought the suggestion unim- | ness an' leave us be, why don't
portant. you "

Have you seen anything to make| “Now, be ensy” Hrennan urged
you think there bas been rder of | good naturedly. “I'm Irish myself
that sort done? "he & Judd, |and you don't want to get me an-
but the lowan was unable to say gry, you know. It'd be a terrible
that he had row. You just tell George I want

‘Now, don’'t you go payin' too|to see him here, t 8 all™
much attention to what I say from The cook went out mumbling
time to time, Dick,” he s4id. "I'm |nnd growling., but George did not
gabby, I am, Always wes an old |eome and Brennat had to send
fool when it come tp shootin' off |Norbert {or him
my mouth; notion hits me In the| *“What got into that stout lady
head and I blat out like « kicked | ook, do you think™" Simon Judd
billy goat, Wouldn't surprise me |nsked, while they waited for the

4 mite If T was all wrong about|chauffeur

these sick and halt hired hands be- ‘Some of the surt of whis-

wolst

in' murdered; prob’ly just one of key now b#ng bootlegged” Bren-
my fool notions. Doc wouldn't go|nan said, smilihg I Imagine John
and bury nobody without findin' gut | Drune kept the lady pretty severe-

what they died of." |1y off the stuff and she's having her

‘He certainly would not—Iif he |first reéal happy time for many a
suspectad anything,” Brennan sald. | month."
“But if he bad no reason to sus-| “Black my cats!” Simon Judd ex-
pect? If he saw In u death only [claimed. "It beuts my time how

the operation of the disense he had |they get ahold of the stuff, with pru-l

been treating? ‘There may a |hibtiion and all
lot in thie ldea of yours. They get It," Bronnan sald drily,
Pshaw, No!" Simon Judd sald |but Norbert’s return cut short fur-

be

When you build, we are
ready to serve you

‘x JTHEN build it is aiwaﬁl a comforting
thing ts::aljmow that the building materialg
you buy are going to be up to specifications.
Cheap, fl construction usually goes
hand in hand with poor quality materials.
Safeguard your building by letting us know
what you require and we work with you
to see that your interests are well protected.
We are headquarters for all dependable il
bullding materials and can also help you sclect ‘
|
|

a good, reliable contractor.
Tell us what you plan to do—w¢ can and

will give you helpful advice.

TUM-A-LUM LUMBER ||
COMPANY |

Yards at Heppner, Lexington and Ione

He sald George

gone to Bed and didn't think he
could bear to get up

“He says, Mist' Brennan, how the
growth in his stomach got mighty
had all-of-a-sudden-like while back,
and he ain’ able to stand it. Yes
sir. He says how the pain is mighty
terrific. He ain't hardly able to
stand it, he says. So he toock some
of the medicine what he's got and
went to bed, Yes, sir"

“Well, what's the rest of t?"
Brennan asked, “I can see that's
not all; you've got something clse
on your mind."

“T was only thinkin’, Mist' Bren-
nan,” Norbert said, “that If he got
a pain or ain’ he got a pain, it ain’
goin® to be much use troublin'
Goorge right now. No, sir. Seems
like he beon indulgin® in slecholic
liguor to a very considerable ex-
tent.”

“Drunk, is he?"

“He certainly hae been indulgin'”
Norbert sald seviously. “I ain' saen
a man what has indulged more com-
pletely fo' quite some time. No,
gir!"

“We'll put George off for the pres-
ent then,” Brennan said, “Are there

any other servants I have not
seen?”
“No, sir,” Norbert assured him.

“We you has seen is all"”

“This George," Brennan asked.
“What do you know about him,
Norbert?

The negro told what he knew.
Like the others George—who had
the odd name of Firmadick—had
been in John Drane's service some
little time. He had been an orderly
in the hospital before coming to
Ivane and had had an operation
for 4 growth in the stomach, but
the operation had not been entirely |
succéssfiul—the growth had return-!
ed. Dr, Blessington sald, Norbert |
told Brennmn, that the growth wu.ﬁ|
n serious matter and would kill
Firmadick some doy if thers was
not another operation, but the
chauffeur was set agninst another.

The chauffeur, Norbert sald, was
supposed by the servants in the
house to be engaged to marry Mag- |
gie, but no one believed the mar-
ringe would ever oocur because they
did not believe George would live to
be murried. He wns too i1l when his
bad spells come upon him. Norbert
snld he supposed George got his
liguor from some bootlegger; the
garvants knew George usually had |
whiskey in his room but the chauf-
four seldom drank [t—only when
the pain was bad. Probably, Nor-

bert said, Maggie had got the whis-

'k of a fat old feller that |the chauffeur wns sorry but he had |key from George, but she should not

drink. Dp. Blessington said she had
a mighty high blood pressure and
whiskey was dangerous for her, He
had seared her good, Norbert said,
when she had o sort of stroke. The

doctor told her she was pretty sure

to drop dead if she took much whis-
key,

When Norbert was gone Brennan
lighted a clgarette.

"It's u queer bunch altogether,
Judd," he sald, “but you'd be amaz-
ed how many gqueer buches there
are in this world if you mixed
dwround ns I do. 1 see them at their
worst usuilly, when they are keyed
up by some culisirophe and thelr
eccentricities stick out strong. 1
think my next job ls to talk to this
man Dart, our undertaker friend.
He may not yicld much but we'll
get another angle on John Drane.
I' have a notion Dart must have
konown Drane was a woman."

“Pshaw, now,” Simon Judd ex-
clanimed, chucklnig, “You don't
menn it, do you, Mck? Why the
old rascal? A halry old boy like
him, seventy years old If he's a day,

hungin' around this old lady like he

was tryin® to be ber husband!”
Brennan snupped his fAngers,
“There's an jden!" he sald
“There's a lend worth following!
If this man Dart discovered that
Drane wag a woman he might very
well try to blackmuil her into mar-
rying him. John Drane was a very
rich person, Judd. We may have
the reason for the murder there

Dart trying to force Drane to mar-

ry him to avert exposure.

“Nope!"” sald Simon Judd. “Noth-

in' like that, Richard”
“But why not, I'd like to know?'

Brennan demunded, rather amused

at the fat man's decided tnoe.
“Why black my cuts, Dick!" sald
Simon Judd.
in' to marry her when he was mar-
ried already, could he?”
"How do you mike
Brennan wantod to Know,
Simon Judd
ing chuckle again,

“1 just sort of suspicion it, Rich-
s 20 0 Me, ns
dler don't always

ard,” he said.
yOUu may say.
have to have !

“In my prof
Brennno coldly

“Well, then,” said Simon Judd,
“how about m comin® to play
cards and stavin
frequent, Richat

ins, does he?"
ilon he does,” said

e couldn't be want-

that out?”

chuckled his heav-

night guite
If 1T was tryin'

want it known she wouldn't be hav-
in" a feller stay over night much, |
especinl if he didn't need to, senin’|
ng the feller lived right here in
town. And if she did let a feller
stay over night it'd sort of show
they was married. If he was tryin’
to bulldoze her into marryin® him
she wouldn't want him  around,
would she?”

“You may be right,” sald Brennan
thoughtfully. “And does your mind
tell how long they had been mar-
ried 7"

“Oh, pshaw, now, Richard"™ 8)-

mon  Judd lnughed “You don't
want 1 should huve n head on me
that could tell you the day and date,
do yvou?"
But Brenan was rubbing his chin,
considering this new ldea, He did
not tell Simon Judd what he was
thinking but it was that {f Willlam
Dart was indeed John Drane's wife
the last will and testament made by
John Drane might be of great im-
portance in solving the mystery,
such as it wns, of the murder. If
Drane had made a will loaving ev-
erything to Amy, as Amy sald
Drane had told her he would, Wil-
linm Durt would have beon foolish
to kill Drane, but if the Iatest will
1eft a large sum to Dart and Dart
ferred the making of a new will
this might be a reason for the mur-
der of Drane by Dart. Coupled
with the fight of the undertaker
from the house an the night of the
murder this might all mean some-
thing,

“You're wrong, Richard” Simon
Judd sald, Interrupting the detec-
tive's thoughts.

“You're thinking maybe this un-
dertuker feller murdered John
Drane, so-called.”

“How do you know what I wns
thinking *"

(Continued Next Week)

ALPINE.

Edward Hounschal, who has been
visiting his unele, G. L. Benett for
the past two weeks, has returned to
his home on Myrtle creek.

Sunday school and church sery-
fces were held at Alpine on Sunday.
There were 19 present. The serv-
ices next Sunday will be held at
Pine City. Everybody lg welcome.

Mrs, Gene Ferguson who hans been
vigiting her mother, Mrs. Anna
Heiny of Alpine, has returned to
Heppner owing to the iliness of her
son who had to be taken to the
hospital.

Faye Hayves of Portland returned
Friday after spending a fortnight
with his sister and brother-in-law,
Mr. and Mrs. Merle Bennett

Mrs, €. Melville and daughter,
Margaret, accompunied by Mry
Charlie Schmidt, visited Thursday
afternoon with the latter's daugh-
ter, Mildred, who 18 employed at
the Thomson residence.

While enroute from Hermiston
late last Wednesday afternoon with
a4 truck load of squnshes Mre,

tune to run her truck off the grade
down over the bank. No serious
damage was done, although her
brother-in-luw snd his son went out
the next morning to set the mach-
ine upright nnd bring it home.

Mrs. Annn Heiny of this viclnity
spent the week-end in Heppner.

A large number of folks from this
community sttended the moving
pleture show In Heppner on Sunday
evening, A Cecll B. DeMille's pro-
duetion, *The King of Kingse"” HEv-
erybody reporta of its wonders.

The six weeks exams are over ni
the Alpine high school. Ewveryone
passed with falr grudes, nad every-
one is planning on presonting to the
public on November 168 “The Tri-
umph of Pauling” which we hope
will be fairer. The parcel post pack-
nges are coming In thick and fast.
A treat and surprise is in store for
EVeryone.

KOTIC OF PINAL ACCOUNT.

Notive s !u-ru-l?' given that the un-
derpigned. adminigtrator of the estate
of Geoarge Hendrix, deceased, hns fled
his tinal pecount with the County Court
of the State of Orégon for Morrow
Cotmnty, and the Court has fixed Mon-
Uiy, the drd day of December, 1025 at
the hour of 10000 o'clock A. M., of anid
duy al the l'uumf Court room at the
Court House nt Heppner, Oregon, ax
thve tlese and place of hearing  objec-
tions, if any. to sald Aol sccount, and
all } snd having objections therato
nre by required to fle sume on or
before the tme set for the hearing
Lhereal.
Drated Ootober 18th, 1925

George Lambirth had the misfor-

WM. HENDRIX, Administrior.

—
w

We're Going to Move Em!

25 Gallons of Gasoline
Given FREE With Each

SED CAR

A Genuine Bargain at

'26 CHEVROLET ROADSTER

Reconditioned

$275

'27 CHEVROLET TOURING

Reconditioned
Better hurry if you want it.

$350

One Reconditioned at
One as is at .

TWO "26 FORD COUPES

S— A

$235

’26 FORD ROADSTER

In Good Shape, at

$., o

it}

to figger this out I'd sort of say
‘John Drane wus o woman and she
didn't want it known, If she didn't

e —
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To the 5000 who daily

become owners of the
new Ford car

THE serviee obligation of
the Ford Motor Company
and its dealer organization
is now growing at the rate
of 5000 cars a day. It is to
these new car owners that
this message is addressed.

The new Ford is a remark-
ably fine car for one that
costa so little, It is simple in
design, constructed of the
finest materials, and built to
unusually close measure.
menis,

These are the reasons it
performs so wonderfully.
These are also the reasons
its service requirements are
so few and the up-keep cost

s0o low,

When you receive your
new car, the dealer will ex-
plain the simple little things
that ghould Ec attended to
at regular intervals to insure
the best performance. He
will also tell you something
of his own facilities for do-
ing this work prompily and
at small cost.

With the purchase of your
car, you are entitled to Free
Inspection Service by your
dealer at 500, 1000 and
11500 milasa This service is
due you and we urge you to
take full advantage yof it.
Proper care during this
breaking-in
means a great deal to
the life of your car.

ForD MOTOR COMPANY

—

STAR SEDAN

Extra Good Condition.
Heavy Duty Tires.

FORD 2-DOOR SEDAN

Reconditioned at i 150

OVERLAND SIX 2-DOOR
SEDAN

Recently Overhauled, at

$325

TWO FORD TOURINGS and

ONE FORD BUG
REAL CHEAP.

$200

Easy Terms to Responsible Parties

FERGUSON CHEVROLET CO.

Included in the Free In-
spection Service is a check-
up of the battery, the
generator charging rate, the
distributor, the earburetor
adjustment, lights, brakes,
shock alisorbers, tire infla-
tion and steering gear. The
engine oil is aleo changed
and chassis lubricated.

No charge whatever is
made for labor or materials
incidental to this inspection
service, except where re
pairs are necessary because
of accident, neglect, or mis-
use,

The labor of changing
the engine oil and lubricat-
ing the chassis is also free,
although a charge is made
for the new oil,

We believe that when you
see the good effects of this
inspection you will continue
to have it done regularly
throughout the life of your
car.

Wherever you live, you
will find the Ford dealer
very helpful in keeping
your car in running
order for many thousands
of miles at a minimum of
trouble and expense.

He operates under close
factory supervision and has
been trained and equipped

to do lhlll:uw u;it
promptly, thoron
ly mIeoonomially.

EASTERN OREGON’S INTERESTS
DEPEND UPON THE ELECTION OF

Robert R. Butler

Republican Candidate for

Congress

Second Oregon District

The excellent work of Hon. N. J. Sinnott
should be carried on.

Judge Butler is the man to represent
Eastern Oregon in Congress to carry on Sinnott’s service. He is 46
years old, young enough to serve the district for many more years.

VOTERS OF EASTERN OREGON

can well follow the recommendation of Senator Steiwer, Senator Mc-
Nary, Judge Stephen A. Lowell of Pendleton, and Arthur V., Swifl
of Baker, who represents the farming interests. All of these men en-
dorse Judge Butler's candidacy.

Pald adv, by Republican Congressionnl Committee, H. J, Warner, Chalrman, Pendleton, Ore,
. Ben R, Litfln, Secretary, The Dilles, Ore.




