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The Leading Characters.

EDISON FORNES, » young residont of
Seottdale with an inherent eraving  for
liguor s hold for the dosth of a woman
who hns been killed by o lostlegging tensk,
Cireumatantial evidence puints to Forbes
and rather than tell the truth of the eple
wede, bo standa trinl which results in o lonig
prison sentence, He b soon pardonsd, how-
wver, but biek in Beottdale he and

PATSY JANE, hiv pretty wife, agres
that public sentiment agninst him would
warrant their migration up noerth whero

s & quarter settion of land. While
there thiy form the scqudintunee of

IGAIAH SEALMAN, a shifty neighbor
who is anxious to bay thelr property,
die lonrns that the back taxes total over
elght hundred dollars and must be paid in
five mooths to avert forfeiturs, Semdman
mokes o generous offer which is refuwd
~Eddie thinking the land must have some
valie unknown te him to warrant his
neighbor's intereat. Things do tot go well,
Eddle fulls to wet work and stieeumbs to his
oll yedrning by falling in with & bootleg-
ger's gunk, wetting drunk and belng shang-
hinied to Chieago. Upon his eeturn he dis-
covers that FPat has left him and will not
return until he has guit drinking. This be
determine to do,  He secures work on w
nearby rinch, run by Davensnt, nod after
many tempiations at Inat bonts his enemy,
dohn Harleycorn. All this time he I slow-
Iy varnlog money but realises that whon
the thx |k due he can’t posdibly  have
enough, Sealman renews his offer and s
sgnin refused. One day

NANCE ENCELT, his Tormar swisthanrt,
calls, finds him alone, offers 1o pay the def-
felt but ls rebuffed, Then Nunee kisses him
=—und Is sven by Patsy who had called to
attempt o reconciliation with her hushand.
Pat leavis without lstening to his explana-
tlon,  Hroken-learted, Eddie tries harder
than ever to earn the money and one morn-
ing early while berry pleking, notices fresh
tire murks on his property.

Eddie diseovers that two men, one of
them the vouth who deerted him the night
of the truck necident are carting Away the
#oil from a mound. He stops them, whips
the yottig co § and wets the nildress on
& buig they hawve wd, At Long Portage he
Ienrnn there s only these hundeed and fifey
dollars inatend of elght hunded for his fipst
¥eur'n taxes, whirh would snable him to
pay, but st the bank he also diseavers that
n check he guve Sealinan for five dollars
for u pig has been roived to five hundred,
completoly wiping him out.  Then he tries
1 s Patsy, hut doarns that she s not at
hame,

CHAPTER XVI
Unweleome Visitors,

Eddle puzeled resentfully ss he
drove Kom Ax all 6f Seottdale had,
Patsy was condemning bim without a
hearing, on elreumstantial evidenes,
Well, it couldn't he helped, How-
ever, the impudent trespussing on
their property and the purchuse of
the tax-title rather absolved Nim from
obligation toward the man whe hud
been with him the night of the neel
dent

He'd seent perhaps He nilght

tell Patay Jane, ufter all
He  filled the suspendeful week
in wire sbout the lund. [Te hurried

to the cutting of fenes posts und r
Riringing the and weont to the
muail-box ench forenoon after the ro
ral enrrier had eattlod along the
in hin litle car. But
did not write,

wire,

trail

the governor

The cighth doy he could stand i
no longer, When the carrier had
failed to stop nt the hox, ¢ drove
into town and wired G rnor Al
bright, e spent the afterncon in

wandering about town, retnming at

haif-hotur intervals to inguire for a
message.  Finally, at five o'clock it
cames

“Sorry, but Governor is in Europe
until Christmas, Duff, Seeretary.”

He summoned n emile to his face
and drove to the garage. “They say
n man may be down, but he's never
out,” he thought, “Well, hore's where
I tewt the theory," To the garsge at
tendant he said briefly: "Fill her up™

He had resolved to attempt horrow-
ing the money at Seottdale. He eonld
have appesled to Nanee Eneell, but
that was impossible, Patsy June would
have to know where the money came
from. She would never accept her
home #t Nunee's hands. Furthermore,
to borrow from Nance would eonfirm
every mean suspicion, Noj he'd win
or lose without that,

He bought food and hended south,
It wius hin intention to drive all night
nnd us mueh of the next duy as might
he necessiry to reach Scottidale, TFor
the time was getting perilously ahort,
The first of September was bul Just
around the carnar,

It had begun to rain ut noon of the
st day of Augist. Autumn comes
enrly in northern Michigun, and
there wis the ¢hill of lenfless, deso- |
Inte landsenpes over which the wind
muy prowl unteammeled, in the satur-
nted nir, The tun =7 Bld{e's ent wis
in bnd condition, The spears of rain
found the wenk ploces unerringly. Lit-

tle strenms played vpon him' and
sonked through his elothing. His
hands were stiff with cold. An end-

of chuekholos devel.
which the car jolted

less Wuecession
oped, through
uneomfortably.

Perhaps he wouald not have heen wo
responsive to the misernble wenther
had his mission been suecessful, He
had teampled on his pride and ap-
pealed to every likely person for the
lonn which he needed. Al had re-
fused him.

Some would have been willing te
advanee the money. But they feared
the blenk disfavor of their nelghbors.
The barrens had been a sounding-
bonrd; apparently, and outstanding
incidonts of hin life there echoed in
ihe tewn's cara. All fivorable nngles
had been eliminated, Seottdale heard
only the most discournging.

They knoew of his drinking bouts,
But they didn't know that he had con-
avered Hauor, They had henrd of his
enforeed trip to Chiengo. They roll-
ed under their tongues the deliclous
morsel that Patsy had left him, and
nxsured that the separation was finnl.
His fght to cust the motor tramp and
Tin thenshing of the othee teospisser
wope deseribed as dranken gquarrel-
pomanvei, Evon hin dismigial by Da-
vonant lnd been distorted inlo some-
thing mysterioualy eviminal,

It wan diark when he approoched

Long Portage. He was shivering vio-

lently from eold and rmin. He was
vory hungry. But he Telt he could pot
benr the loeks which would be turned

on him in either of the town's restuu-
rants.  His telegraphic appeal to the
governor for funds and the reply were
publie property by now. There were
oo many lounging in and out of the
rullroad office who eould see the mos-
suge on the open file, even wers the
agent silent and discreet—which he
wns not.

Long Portage knew his attempts to
get money there had falled. It would
read in his face that hiz journey to
the south had been n failure, also.
So he squashed through the mud of
the uneven main street and left the
yellow lights in the store building
hehind

Somehow, it seemed friendly out in
the barrens, though the night was
black, The rain whispered compan-
lonubly among the juckpines. The
twistihg track was firm and free from
standing water. He saw no pleson
but u paly of fery eyes stgged upon
him from s bend in the road, und as
the car rughed pust, he conld see the
mild and shaggy head of & bear, who
was etanding on his hind legs in &
piteh of bluekberries.

When the last ridge had been sur-
mounted he gave n start of surprise.
A light ‘was shining from the win-
dows of his eabin, He shut off the
power and brought the ear to & stop
some distance awasy, The thought of
the motor-tramp came in to his mind
and he went Torward eautiously to
reconnoiter, He erept stoopingly,
keeping out of range of the windows
until he could peer into one of them
from the eorner, Two small panes
had been broken out so that the un-
Lidden guests nilght urloose the sash-
bolth, After a single glunee he went
to the back door and thrust it open.

The three otcupants of the eabin,
Juke, Culley and Owear, looked up in
urprise They
onse, wn much so ns
homens, or n stable. They had euten a
bountiful moal from his provisions,
uy the disordered tuble showed. A
plate hud boen broken, and the pieces
earclensly Kicked aside. Now Culley
was chewing tobacco, nx the brown
spilotohes where he hud gpat on the
floor showed. The others were amok-
ing. There was n bluzing fire in the
fireplace. And s tull black bottle
purtly full, stood 1in the center of the
tabla

They

in thelr own

had  removed their outer
clothing., Cups and mackinaws wore
thrown on one of the bunks. Aerows
them lay three belts to which were at-
tached holsters, each holster contain-
ing o lorge ealibre nutomatic.

“Hello, kid!" greetod Culley, jov-
inlly. "Didn't find you home, so we
came in”™

“So 1 wee,” returned Eddie.

"This rain'll hold up the ship may-
be till moon tomorrew,” volunteered
Osear, “se we thoughht we'd eat un-
der cover,  Good grub you got here
He begnn indolently to roll a cigar-
et

Fddie's self-control
broken. Ho snatohed w abotgun from
ity pege over hte door. The barrels
were londed only with birdshot, it is
true. But birdahot will serve ndmir-
ably at three feet,

“You hogs!" he growled,
filthy crooks!
quick!"”

Men who live by violence mre use-
fully educated. They know wien an
adVersary is bluffing and when he is
dangerous. They have the cournge
of their careers, and they wiil take
ruthless steps against the bluffer. Hut
they bow to the dangerous man, So
the trio rose. Here was danger per-
sotilfied. A false move would menn
the dizthurge of the shetgun, and two
dendd men, They had no desire to
speculnte as to who might be spared.

Keeping them covered, Eddie stop-
ped back until he seedred the belts,
He removed the pistols with one
hand and threw the belts to the floor,
Haeking again be pulled open the
front door. They saw his intention,

"Aw, sy, kid,” remonstrated Cul-
ley, his voice between a whine and a
srarl, "don't throw then gats away.”

His unswer was to hurl the plutols,
one by one, out into the darknses,
and Cualley spoke again: "What's the
big idea, anyway? You ¢laim to be a
friend—"

The bulky guard happened to be
nearest, Biddie thrust the gun ngainst
his flabby stomnch so that the twin
mugzle dented deeply the soft tissue,

wins  suddenly

“You lnzy
Get out of here—

“Shut up and get out!™ he eom-
manded,
Culley obeyed, enrrying his cont

und belt with him, Eddie shepherded
them nlong the puth. He kept his
flnnhlight spraying on the trio to pre-
vent a surprise nttaek. The booge-
truck, headed north, stood by the pide
of the road. They elumberod into the
sent, nfter Osenr had kindled the
lightn, and thundered away. They
hurled back curses and throats from
n anfe distanee. Eddie smiled into the
dorkness affor them before turning
buek to the house,

‘1 woanted them to think I was n
simp and an opsy mock il something
fell on them," he mused, “But 1 guess
the whoek of finding out wasn't leas
unkind tonight than it would huve
beon luter. Now for a bite to ent.
And then it's a ense of back to town
ngain,"

CHAPTER XX11
Al the Office,

Eight trucks, bullcnosed and tm-
mendely powerful, stood humped an-
ler thelr torpauling like wtrange pre-
hivtorie animals.  Thelr gusrds and
drivers wulked vestlessly und down
or huddled under protecting canvas
aprons, Three skifs floated by the

were quite ut their|

dock in the bootleygers’ cove, There
uttitude of expectancy nnd

impationt waiting over the seore of

wWus an

men making up the expendition.

It was well past noon of the first
of September. Yesterday's ruin por-
wisted, plthough the Inege drops had
now dissolved into many smnll ones,
und a thick white mist theew o blun-
ket over them. It wis impossible to
sy further than n short distunce, Bad
wenther, fog und o high sea hud de-
luyed the Canudinn rum-runner. She
wus hours overdue.

As the men stamped their feet and
tnlked insensibly the atmosphere be-
camo lighter. The mist, little by lit-
tle, began to dissolve. A cold wind
came up and swept away the rim-
nants. The elouds wrned from n
dreary doark gray to g lighter shade.
They became fleccy; patehex of blue
ky nppeared, The rain stopped,

“There ahe (x!" several voices cried
at onee. Only u few hundred yards
awny, hending straight inshore, was a
squut, brond-beamed finhing tog. She
whs low in the water; there was a
bone in her teeth and spray dashed
over her agquare bows.

A plume of steam arose from the
eraft, and a single Inquiring note of
her siren rolled over the water. One
of the men raised a long bamboo pole
on which was & square of white eloth.
He waved it vigorously, It was the
"AIl elear signal”

For everything was all clear, of
wouree, The runners would be un-
molested up here in thix jumping-off
place in the barrens. The tug drove
. The eanvas which swarinhde her
sides to a helght of t oot wits being

stripped off. 1t could be seen that
the deck was piled nigh with pine
boxes of hundy slze. They were

cases of Canadian liquor, hundreds
of them, retuiling st curren tquota-
tions at one hundred and twensy-five
dollars per case, The eargo was
worth a fortune.

The skiffs put out from the dock,
rowed briskly by twoe men in eneh.
A man in the bow of the tug raised
his hand and shouted. She had come
inshore #s far ua it was safe and,
with the reversal of her engines, the

them hefore,
high in the
ronring engines
oupgh the
U [ T

The boatz were long,
bow | equipped with
thut sent them fAying
waler ot racing speed,
munned by u half dozen
young i, in the ‘orest-green oni-
form the Miehigan state police.
Every mun was armod, pnd o machine
yun theust an omnlous snaut forward
[rom the bow,

All hands went up on the tug and
the skiffs, There wus no hope. The
tug wus too glow to run away and her
erew could not hope o stand off this
superior srmument. The completeness
of the surprise mude the thought of
orgnniged resistunee out of the ques-
tion.

The erowd on shore looked on the
fiying eraft with horrified amagement,
The jig wis up—up most emphatical
yo It was every man for himself,
The trucks furnidhed them with n
menns  of escupe und thly turned
franticully to the wuiting vehieles.

Thoy fuced n wkirmish line of for-
ost green. More troopers had arisen
from among the sand dunes. Thoese
wore wrmed with rifles and automat-
fes. And vueh held o dark metal ob-
jeet, nbout the size and shape of a
| soose-egg, in his right hand. The
Iine was o fenriome one. Over each
head was drawn a du'l eloth bag that
fitted tightly around the nock nnd end-
ed in front in & sort of elephant's

E

trunk. Two great maring glass disks
were turned forward like n erciloss
eyes.

Only one man was not so equipped,
but hix mask rosted on his head, ready
for adjustment, He stepped forward
townrd the huddled, doubtful booze-
runners, ‘Gas-bombs, boys,” he an-
nounced gquietly, helding up his own
goose-egg.  ‘“‘No falie moves, or—"
He drew back his s i “And
it's a painful way

The truck crews
mainly of men who had dodged serv-
iee in the great war. They had abun-
dunt cournge, and would have shot it

were made up

oat with the troopers. But they
knew nothing of gas. und they feared
it with punicky fear. Every hand
clutehed at the sky, including the

plump, tupering figure of a rotund
person with sitky brown beard who
stuod in the fureground,

Every hand? Not quite, A man
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Rosika Schwimmer who organ
ized the Henry Ford Peace Shi
now requests Mr. Ford's apolog:
“to clear hersell,” she savs, "of
charges growing out of the unsuc-
cessful migsion in 1915 to get the
woys out of the trenches by Xmae”

on the whe

the truc \
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fired at the lexder of the tre
He missed. But the serg who 'ub
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dock ¢la his arms about his ston
ach and I into - g
“Btendy!” commanded the euder
“He's done. Don't throw .
Eddie Forbes ran from among the
troopers, throwing aside RN miek
as he came. “I'll get him opt!!
cried. For the runner who had fa

wns too vajuable to be dro

was Scoots Libbey, whosn mishandling

hod

of

or truck months hef
etarted all his trouble

It was within a few mi
w'elock, closing time ir
utlices, when Eddie mount
of the new brick bui
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with the state polico
oners could

a liqu
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the pris-
@ county

be loi

PHONE

or leave orders at

r

Phelps Grocery Co.
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two days, that he was
un, and that his missl spen, |
K e ing had been wet by

id dried upon him, and had
igain to dry sgain, He won-
hor stupidly
4 thie courthoose ug
oney Lo meet th

he was |
ull, he

thixen

Whimple had co Fddie
There wan the you he had
up for trespass. He was ait-

a stradght-backed pine chair,
inee Eneell wus be m. A
man in eity clothes waa
t the wainscoting of the

oun

ndvanced a fow wteps and

sed uncertainly. The steanger
| the fromt legs of his chair
pared to- rise. H late wad-
cowled, but Nance smiled

i eheerily, 'Hello, Eddie. Wall, |

veniences., BSea or write Geo. MeDuf-

fee, Heppner, Oregon. 2241,
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HAVE NO FEAR

of having your teeth extracted.
Take

GAS

Inexpensive.

No Shock No Pain

From fiva to ten minutes eom-
pletes cperation.
DR. R. B. ROBBINS
Pendleton, Ore.

Do You Deserve Success?
—DOES IT SEEK YOU?

Success and Happiness don't come to everyone—usually
just to those who deserve it,
You—anyone—can have success, can easily secure the
better things of life on an easy plan that is sure to suc-
ceed. The plan is systematic saving, and it's easily car-

ried out.

Success and Happinss thru savings do not require sacri-
fices or skimping of present needs. You don't have to
give up present comforts, Y.

want now—and save too

future.

If you seek success on this plan, you deserve it. And it
Let us show you how easy this plan is.

will come to you

Farmers & Stockgrowers National

Saving regularly will bring
vou at once & greater happiness—today as well as in the

who strive tg attain it.
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Loy Ton Truck 9395
Chassis Only)

1-Ton Truck &
(Chasais Only)

All prices foks Fline,
Michigan
Check Chevrolet
Delivered Prices
They include thelows
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QUALITY AT

-an outstanding feature of the most
Amazing Quality in Chevrolet History |

Learn for yourself the thrill of Chevrolet performance.
Come in—take the wheel of vour favorite model and go
wherever vou like. Drive through the crowded traffic of
city streets—and note the handling ease. Step on the
the open road and enjov the swift sweep of the passing
Head for the sieepest hill you know —and sce
how effortlessly the Chevrolet motor will carry you up.

Here is performance vou never thought possible except in
cars of much higher price—

—performance that only Chevrolet provides at prices so ime
pressively low!

Ferguson Chevrolet Co.

Heppner, Ore
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