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CHAPTER XL
A Bargain for a Woman

At last Edna apoke in low, even
tones.

"What do you expect to do with me,
plepse

“We shull have to do whatever is
bt for yoursel!," | managed to sn-
swer, “That will be determined when
we reach the stage line, I suppose,”

“Thank you! Once ut the stage
ling and 1 shall contrive, You must
hitve no thought of me. | understand
vory well that we should not trave!
far in company--und you may not
winh to go in my direction. You have
wans of your own{"

“None of any great moment, Ev-
erything how failed me, to date. There
is only the one ploce left: New York
State, where | cume from."

“You have one more place than 1"
she replied,

Her volee had o quality of definite
estimation which nettled, humbled,
und isolated me, nn if 1 lncked in
seme exsentinl to nostindacd net,

“Well at home you will live eom-
fortubly. You will need to wear no
belt weapon, The police will proteet
you, You can marry the girl next
door—or even take the chunee of the
une woeross the street, her parentage
being comme If faut. Your children
will love to hear of the rough mule-
whicker trail—yes, you will have
great tales but you will not—mention
tint you killed n man who tried to
kill you und then rode for a night
with w strange woman alone at your
stirrup!  Your course is the safe
course. By all menns toke it, Mr,
Heeson."

“That 1 shnll do, madam,” | retort
wil, “The West and | have not agreed.
I wish to God 1 had never sesn it~
I did not conecive that 1 should have
t0 take w humun life—become an out-
Inw in the night, riding for refuge—"
And | ehoked passionntely.

"You deserve much sympathy,” she
remirked

I lnpsed into u turbulence of voice-
legs rage at myself,

For & time our mules plodded with
sundry snorts nnd slares us if they
werd aceinyg portents in the moon-
shine, Eventunlly their imaginings
dulled, so that they now moved eare-
lens of where or why,

I eould not but be aware of my
companion. Her bair glinted palely,
for she vode barehended; her Mor-
mon gown, tightened onder her s
she sal astride, revealed the lines of

ner boyish limbs,

SNE Wns j Womnn, I0 any guise; nnd
I belng a man, protect her I should,
os fur nx necessnry! 1 found myself
wishing that wo could upturn some-
thing pleasant to talk about!

I'he drooning round of my thoughts
revolved over wnd over, and 1 dozed,
wnd kept dozing, until she spoke,

“Hudn't we better stop?™
That wus a corious senpation,
When 1 stured about, uneomprehend-

view wan shit off by a white-
riess veiling the moon above and the
edpth below exespt immediately un-
dornenth my mule’s hoofs,

“What's the matter?" 1 asked,

ing, &

“The fog. ['don’t know where we
nre.'
YOht 1 hadn't notieed."”

Y1 don't think there's wny use in
miding on,” she snid. *We've lost our
berrings.”

“Yen, we'd better stop where we
nee, 1 oagreed, “Then in the morn-
g we ean take stoek.”

She swung off before | had awk-
wardly dismpunted to help her. Ier
Hmbs fatled—my own were clamped
by stiffness—and she stuggered and
eollapsed with u lttle baugh.

I'm tired," she confessed.
Just n moment."

“Yuu' ntey where you are,” 1 or-
dered, stuggering alse ns 1 hastily
labded. "' ninke eamp.”

Hut she would have none of that:
pleaded] my one-Handednoss and lin-
sigted upon coopernting st the mules.
The wnimuls wore staked out, fell to

Wit

tibbling.

I sought u spot for our beds; lIwid
down = buffalo robe for her and
pluced hor saddle ns her pillow. 8She

wank with o sigh, tucking her skirt
under her, and 1 folded the robe over.

Hor fuce gozed up at me; she ex-
tended her hand,

“You are very kind, sir" she said,
inon =mile  that spathetically eurved
her lips, There, ut my knees, she
louked no worn, so slight, so childish,
uo bn newd of encouragement thit all
wik well and that she had a friend to
setve hgr, thad with o rush of sudden
pymputhy 1 would—indesd 1 ecould
have kissed her, ‘upon the forehend,
Il not upon the lips themmelven,

It wns wn impulse well-nigh over-
mustering: an impulse that must
huve domed me so that whe saw or
felt, for a tinge of pink swept into
hor wking she withdrow her hand and
settled composedly,

“Good-night, Please sleep. In the
morning we'll veach the stage road
and your troubles will be near the
end." ’
Under my own robe | lay fo®n long
time debating over what she might
lave done had T setunlly kissed her
to comfort her.

Duniel had been dispoped of, Mon-
loyo did not deserve her; 1 had won
her, the could Inspire and guide me
il 4 stayed; and 1 saw mysell stuy-
injg, and 1 snw myself going home,
snd 1 wlrendy regretted a host of
things, s% u man will when at the
forking of the treails.

When | nwakened we were still en-
shreouded by the floece of fog, As
I gnzad aleepily about me | conld see
Fdnn's eyes were open. She looked
al me.

U8H1Y she warned, with quick shake
of honid, The sume warning bade me
Waten, In n moment 1 honrd voices,

They were Indistinguishable except
an voenl spunds,

e bee heating them same little

nd

.fl

while,” ghe whispered.

“Adum's men truiling us?"

"I hope not," she gasped, in sheer
agony. "I we might only know in
timel*

Suddenly the fog was shot with
gold, as the sun flashed in, Gradunl-
ly the earth appeared in glimpses.

wcgrand sabin

I had no reply.
we two facine Indlans
niy caleulntions

"Shall we muoke
I proposed.
mules."

She murmured to

This contingeney—
was oniuide

# break for L2

“It would be madness on these poor
herself,

behir

teplied,

d them.

He enlled enquiringls
und a demand in one, it
And what they two sald, in
word and sign, | eould not know, Then

he euntered buck to hiz men, while |

man, hia eyes devouring her v covet
ously that 1 folt the glonting

thoujhts

gunded, She

n o Ereating
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“There!™ she whispered, pointing.
“Look! They're Indians. We must
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get nway before they aee us”

We worked rapidly, bridling and
sddling while the fog rose with mes-
sured steadiness.

“Hurry!" she bade,

The whole desert was & golden haze
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when  huving  poeked we  elimbed
The fog lingered in putehes. From
patch te pateh we thrended, with

wany o glunce over shoulder.
At lust we came to n rough out- ——— ==
erop of red sandstone, looming rud
ully on our right. Ednn quickly
awerved toward it
“The best chance.
else,” ahe muttered.
mules under cover, and walt,
surely be spied if we keep on,”
In 0 moment we hnd gained the ref-
uge, The sculptured rock nmasses, de-
tached one {rom unother, severnl jut-
ting ten feet up, received us. We
tied the mules short, in u nook st the
rear; and we ourselves erawled in un-
til we luy snug ugeinst the shudowing
buttreases with the desert visth open-
Ing before us,
We had been just in time. Round-
ing n knoll there uppenred o file of

I see nothing
“We ean tie the
We'll
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mounted figures, Indinns unmistuk ot ’

ably. Uither apsels
“A war purty! Sioux, 1 think,' she Total]

sald. “Don't they earry sculps on —

that first lnnce’ They-ve been ruld- = — — —_

ing the stuge line. Do you see any

squaws " — ==
“No," | hagsarded, "All warriors, | ( T

thould guess.” ['I,.I.'|I.I\I.;j ‘.‘.[,.'I[.:r.ll-”«“.l n

ALl wartiors. Hut squaws would Yaing 16 e :
be worse." -\m‘ :.1;1”1! ”I'{.M(.'-”}“hi.k

On they cantered; Indeed, seemed i S benid it e ""'“'m:" ey
to be diverging from our ambush and HLIAES eheoke: outstanding
muking more to the west, And 1 had
hopes that, after nll, we were sufe.

Then her hand elutehed mine firm-
ly. A walf had leaped from cover in
the path of the file; loped eastward
nerons the desert, and instantly, with
h whoop thut echoed upon us like the
creack of doom, n young fellow durted
from the line in guy pursuit.
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remote chance that the lad would
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that Intervening woment of grace we
sLired, fascinated, hand clasping hand,
“He's found it! He's found
ehe announced, In a little wall
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“Now they will come,” My commission expirex June 8,
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Directors,

“Hut after I

Our inventory shows an
over stock of

Sperry's Mill Run
Linseed Oil Meal
Alfalfa Meal

which will be sold at re-
duced prices.

Machinery and repairs
for all kinds of farm
work.

We Have It, Will Get It, or It
" is Not Made.

GILLIAM & BISBEE

HEPPNER, ORE.

HEPPNER GAZETTE TIMES, HEPPNER, OREGON, THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 1927.

MODEL STRAW-LOFT CHICKEN SHED

CH-200 20x20 ft.—100
CH-300 30x30 (t—250

This chicken shed ls similar to the “Wash. State College

Steaw-Loft Poultry-Honse"
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“Yes, they're Sioux! I muit talk with | Edna stepped | di anawsred my | A Smart Maid
them." . my (uerying look 1
“But they're coming,” 1 rasped.| £ S . . | il T He | the parlor maid and the
“They're getting in range. We've ‘:"tl 1 all righ .] ]‘:'I;I g-f:irw. and #0 : Al i "
the gun, und twenty eurtridges, Mpy. | *TF ¢ 0¥ §RiG, #1th m isint amile, Mg e 38 HL sl Tantdl R
be if I killed the chief e r-"' e—i tromulods amile inow --‘I 4 e _”"" }’.-.., :.'i TFhe w rad Tooked about
Ere | could stop her My Laily !....J| '-hl:'l ”“ We are free. you maekn?]come out, r bis promise’’ - .
Fprung upright, to mount upon a rock | hut's the '} VNN TSN R Concls 46 inbxt wouk) did you scream
wnd, nl) in view, to hold open hand ‘ o !" .M-' _mrm’m'l' b il TPr N e : Through joy, madem. The master
above her head. oy I" oy ) ol “'”’.“ yik) Copyright by Edwin L. abir ast doghled my whges.”
The sunshine glinted spo b the wtige l"-':!'l‘ of eourse, | '
4 Tugitive little breex Promm e .:u, no," she|
gown eleser about her sli Indignant ”F-|
wil| WHAT MAKES 'EM LAY?
shief rode forward st ! fl-'i“- ”'- to rr;;. !
haund likewise opheld. 105 BA4 Bow.be i .
“Keep down! FK-.-ap dawn, please,” | W0 believe tl The 7 L \r\\("—' — :
sne directed to me, while she stood if great chief is quite w per > \ 4 o
motiotiless, “Let me try” —— — 2 5
The chief nedred until we might
see his every linesment—o aplendid

Hens
Heng

“Missonurl" shed.

—Good Chickens
Will Do Their
Part.

or the type

—Uuild p warm, sani-
tary, convenlent, well
constructed  chicken
shed,

—We furnish complete
plans—No gonesswork
—Including  designs
or gelf-fecders, nests,
roosts, ete,

“Materially Yours™

TUM-A-LUM
LUMBER
Co,

“Plans & Materialg for
Homes & Farm Bldgs."

“Yeun," whe murmured.

Modern taste revels
in the goodness of Camel

SMOKERS of today—the most particular and hardest to
please—find their smoking wishes realized in the mellow
goodness of Camels. They demand the choicest Turkish
and Domestic tobaccos, and find them in Camel gloriously
blended. Modern smokers put Camel ahead of all other
cigarettes,

You should know the mildness, the mellowness that
brings enjoyment to present-day smokers, You'll find it in
Camel—every good point that could be looked for in a
cigarette,

It's the modern favorite. “Have a Camel!”

1927, R. J. Reynolds Tobaces
v, WinstonSalem, N, C.

Credit is Expensive

--s0 we have decided that CASH is the
best for us and for our customérs..zQur
sale taught us that there plenty of thrifty
people who would rather pay cash and
buy at cheaper prices.
2To those cash customers we want to |
offer high grade goods at the lowest

prices, meeting the cash prices of the

large chain stores.

Friday & Saturday, Apr. 8 &9

WE OFFER YOU THESE EXCEPTIONAL VALUES:

COUNTRY CLUB COFFEE |
[-Ib. Cans NOW 50¢
Good Bulk Coffee at 40c

ALL CANNED GOODS

Solid Pack Royal Red
TOMATOES, 6 cans for $1

ACCORDINGLY

WORK SOX

i\lt‘l]..ﬂ B]ill‘l‘i l'll"ltl BI’()'\\'I]. 2 1.01'

25¢

SARDINES, while they last—

2 for 25c¢

Big REDUCTION on SHOES

MEN’S DRESS SHIRTS
Reg. $1.25.

NOW $1.00

BE THRIFTY AND INDEPENDENT.

W.P. PROPHET

Heppner, Oregon

PAY CASH




